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August Wilson Center Lays Off Staff

Facing continued financial issues,
the August Wilson Centerhas

laid off roughly half its remaining
staff.

Opened in 2009, the August Wil-
son Center for African American
Culture presents performing and
visual arts programs that celebrate
the contributions of African
Americans in the region. It is
named in honor of Pittsburgh na-
tive August Wilson (1942005) a
playwright who won the Pulitzer
Prize for drama twice.
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The news even made the national
media, with an Associated Press
story appearing in major outlets
like theWall Street Journal

August Wilson
Center for
African American
Culture

According to thePittsburgh Trib-
uneR e v i Aavod Aupperlee,
the center #fis
on a $7 million loan and told em-
ployees it did not know when they
might be rehired or how many

Among the changes expected is
the end to free general admission.

Some observers say that the fund-
ing model was flawed to begin
with. In aNew PittsburghCourier
article, commentator Fred Logan
wrote that the
CEO, Neil Barclay stated that $27
million of the expected $38 mil-
lion needed had already been
rai sed itdooked téiraidea t

center ¢

b énpst af the $iLlnpmilligrashorifelln t s

in the Black community

AThatds a | ot of money

mi ght come back. @ointedout, adding that the re-

gi on 6 s-Adrican coranm-
iMy | ast day was nNiddayi[mpay hasnot t he
10]06 local theatdérespudfcess iBaWecll ay t hot

Mark Clayton Southers told
Sharon Eberson of theittsburgh
PostGazette He also told Eber-
son that a play scheduled for July
has been canceled.

Oliver Byrd, the interim presi-
dent, was very blunt about the
centero6s
model wedve been
for four years will not allows us to
be sustainabl e

son quotes him explaining.

y

AMERICANS

“"ARTS

probl ems.

can argue abstractly on what the
Black community should do. But
the official government statistics
have said that Black people in the
greater Pittsburgh area are the
most poverty stricken Black peo-
ple in the top 40 US metropolitan
regions. o

iThe business
Indhe meantime, theyheardeand
remaining senior staff are explor-

| dng eptionsdar the, flgurec{beg r -

this monthoéds editori al

for more}

See our special section
starting on page 5
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Frick Expansion Plans CAPA

A groundbreaking is scheduled to be rented by outside organiza- . .
for June on a $15 million expan- tions. WI n S B I g
sion to theFrick Art & Histori-
cal Center. "This project is a landmark mo- At K I I

ment in the history of the Frick e
The Frick Art & Historical Center Art & Hi storical Center, oard
is centered on the T'&entury chairman Dave Brownlee explains Wra[d
mansion called Clayton. Theman- i n a press rel ease.

sion was once home to the family  pleted, the expanded facilities will
of Pittsburgh industrialist Henry enhance the Fr i c lStudentsafron the Pittsburghdligh e | |
Clay frick (18491919) and made Pittsburgho6s st orSghoobfor Creative & Performing

possible by the efforts of his Arts (CAPA) dominated this

daughter, Helen Clay Frick Details can be found by visiting yeards Gene Kelly Awar

(18881984). http:// were presented at the Benedum
www.thefrickpittsburgh.org/ Center on May 26.

Plans call for restoring the former  documents/FrickNewsRelease
childrends pl ay h duckAenouneesMulé w e du -
cation center and a community PhaseExpansionProjee?8-

center for museum programs and  13.pdf

ELEBRATING MUSICAL THEATER

Steeltown An n O u n Ces Begun in 1991 by thPittsburgh

. CLO, the awards are named in

FaCtO ry WI n n e r honor of Pittsburgh native, actor/
director Gene Kelly (1912996)

and recognize excellence in Pitts-

Dennis Schebetta, an educator at He described winning the compe- . .
bHr%h high school musicals.

Carnegie Mellon University, has titonon KDKA-TV6s mor ni
won this yearbés Stheevl thidwn tBiblumgh CXFpAsta
Factory Competition. which can be seen kttp://
pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/
video/8871885steeltownaward

d)éntsl‘allwdvpr%c?uctions
won a total of seven awards with
some $82,000 in scholarships
granted. The top prize- Best

* winnerdiscussegiewmovie Musical---went to the schoo
STEELTOWN ENTERTAINMENT production of #Aln the
P R O J E C T
The Many local theater fans shared
The competition is the signature ' their opinions on this
program of theSteeltown Enter- Pittsburgh by posting messages below an
tainment Group, whose mission article written by Sharon Eberson
is to build a vibrant and sustain- A&E BOOk of thePittsburgh PosiGazetteat
able entertainment industry in the : http://www.postgazette.com/
region. He receives $20,000 to www.pittsburghaebook.com stories/ae/theatatance/winners
produce his short film about a announcedn-annualpittsburgh
frustrated wedding planner which clo-genekelly-awardsfor-
is expected to screen this fall Join our group on excellencein-high-schoot
during the Three Rivers Film musicaltheater689102
Festival. —
Llnked For a complete list of winners
visit http://pittsburghclo.org/

pages/gené&elly-awards
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Embrace The Sweetest Music In The World!

The acclaimed Pittsburgh Banjo Club brings the sweetest music in the world
to the All egheny El ks Club on the cityidandnort h si
at your event, fundraiser or festival.

Oapodilleas e amins”



http://www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com/
facebook.com/lisamariebruno.msp
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City Of Asylum Gets $300,000 Grant

Coming soon t o PiPitdshedh ApplguseMay 2013, www.cityofasylumpittsburgh.org/
north side is something called page 3 ahttp://www.james 2013/05/20/cityof-

Artway --- thanks to a $300,000 richards.com/ asylumpittsburghreceives

grant awarded byrtPlace PittsburghApplauseMay2013.pdf  artplaceamericagrant

America to City of Asylum/ - Ed)]

Pittsburgh (COA/P).

B ArtPlace America is a collabora- C "
TRL>2 63{ tion of leading foundations, bands aS I n O
and federal agencies at putting art
at the heart of community revitali- D
zation efforts across the country. ro pS

The grant will be used to create a S u p po rt

literatureandartsactivated walk-
Founded in 2004, Cityof Asylum/ i ng path between  CQAl POs W .
Pittsburgh (COA/P) provides facilities: the exciting one on The%lvérs Casino ﬁas decided
sanctuary to endangered literary ~ Monterey Street and the new one
writers, so that they can continue  at the Garden Theater develop-

not to renew its funding agree-
ment with theNorthside Leader-
ship Conference(NLSC), reports

to write and their voices are not ment. It will be called Artway and Kelsey Shea in thiorthside
silenced, among other cultural be home to permanent and tempo- Chronicle
programs. COA/P plans to anchor rary exhibits as well as a place for
a new development project at the  performances. For details visit o . :

ened in 2009, the Rivers Ca-
former Garden Theater. [See http:// P

sino is owned bydoldings Ac-
quisition, a joint venture of
. I I Walton Streef Capital andHigh A
B & Z itt Gamings( f: hd@on to 3,00
I y a C Ijot machin e'cdsino often O W

. . . ) . hosts concerts and other events.
Two Pittsburgh natives are getting ened by the buzzing of his cell

Broadwaydés attentphooen t his year: During the bidding process, Riv-
Billy Porter and Zachary Quinto. . ers promised to provide $1 mil-

. , The awards will be presented on  jign 3 year for three years to the
Singer and actor Billy Porter has June 9. NLSC. a coalition of north side
been nominated for a Tony Award community organizations. The
for Best Actor in a Musical for Now that heods s a\wgfochihEhathte odlicatos ©
AKinky Bootso. (again) in the | &id®&dme i fmbnkid drabl € k 0

movie, actor Zachary Quinto will

iKinky Bootso0 i s makemsBsoadwayldebat thia fall The company will remain one of
tation of the 2005 film by singer/ in a revival of Tennessee Wil- the organizationds cor
songwriter Cyndi Lauper and l'i amsd gr ouamdlbr egkd ng
writer/actor Harvey Fierstein multiple award winning-- 1994

about a struggli md ayhdidmaekeal @ss Menagerie. 0
surprising plan to save his busi-

ness. Anyone interested intickets fAiThe Gl ass Menagerieodo is the
can visithttp:// poetic tale of a fading southern
www.doingnyc.com/ belle and her efforts to give her Join our group on
eventsbyvenuesview.php?vid=36  children some happiness. Anyone ®

interested in tickets by clicking Inked
Porter told thePittsburgh Post http://www.doingnyc.com/

G a z e ShamroEberson that he eventsbyvenuesview.php?vid=72
was asleep when the nominations
were announced and was awak-
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INTRODUCTION

Join more than 1,000 arts and community leaders at the Americans for the Arts Annual
Convention June 14 through 16 as they share innovative ways leaders are using the arts to
build communities.

Pittsburgh Applause happy to support the convention in Pittsburgh with this complimentary
special section offering highlights about the program. Most activities will occur at the

David Lawrence Convention Center Full details are available at
http://convention.artsusa.org

While advance registration ended on May 31, you will be able to register esite.


http://convention.artsusa.org

