
May, 2013  
Digital 27  

www.james -richards.com | www.pittsburghaebook.com  

Pittsburgh TV Show Gets Green Light 

Convention Registration 

Pittsburgh 

A&E Group  
643 Liberty Avenue Suite 401 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

Ph (412) 325-7070 

Fx (412) 325-7069 

Inside This Issue 

City of Asylum to 
anchor new North 
Side development.  

Page 
3 

Thunderbird Caf®õs 
expansion plans 
are in doubt.  

Page 
3 

Canonsburg to host 
new pop music hall 
of fame.  

Page 
4 

Schell Games gets 
nominated for two 
tech awards.  

Page 
10 

Something Pittsburgh has wanted 

for a long time has come to pass 

as cable channel A&E has picked-

up the locally shot TV series 

ñThose Who Killò 

 

A&E Television Networks is 

owned as joint venture between 

Hearst Corporation and the 

Walt Disney Company, both of 

which have assets in the region. 

The news was first reported by 

Michael OôConnell in The Holly-

wood Reporter with a detailed 

article the next day in the Pitts-

burgh Post-Gazette by Rob 

Owen. 

 

ñThose Who Killò is an American 

adaptation of a popular Danish 

series about a special police unit 

that investigates serial murders. 

The U.S. version stars Chloe 

Sevigny as a detective and James 

DôArcy as the forensic psychia-

trist. 

 

The series ñis not a crime proce-

dural about serial killersò A&Eôs 

Bob DeBitetto told OôConnell. 

ñItôs a deep serialized character 

portrait of two compelling yet 

damaged individuals coming to-

gether through the revelation of 

their dark past.ò In his article, 

Owen describes the decision as ña 

milestone in Pittsburgh TV: pro-

duction: The largest, scripted, 

prime-time TV series order in the 

regionôs history.ò 

 

Other shows, notably ñThe 

Guardianò filmed establishing 

shots and a few scenes in Pitts-

burgh but were otherwise pro-

duced in Los Angeles. Dawn 

Keezer of the Pittsburgh Film 

Office told Owen that sheôs 

thrilled. ñThis means long-term 

employment for our extremely 

talented film crew.ò  

 

The ten episodes will be begin 

production later this year for a 

2014 debut. 

At press time, it was still possible 

to register for the Americans for 

the Arts (AFTA) national con-

vention. 

 

Americans for the Arts, formed 

through the merger of two non-

profit organizations, focuses on 

advancing the arts in the United 

States. The national convention is 

being held June 14-16 at the 

David Lawrence Convention 

Center. It is being hosted lo-

cally by the Greater Pitts-

burgh Arts Council.  

 

More than one thousand lead-

ers from around the country 

are expected. To learn more, 

and to register, visit http://

www.pittsburghartscouncil.org

/2013-americans-for-the-arts-

convention 

http://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/2013-americans-for-the-arts-convention
http://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/2013-americans-for-the-arts-convention
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Embrace The Sweetest Music In The World!  

The acclaimed Pittsburgh Banjo Club brings the sweetest music in the world 

to the Allegheny Elks Club on the cityõs north side every Wednesday ñ- and 

at your event, fundraiser or festival.  

 

For more information, visit www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com or call Frank 

Rossi at (412) 364 -4739.  

http://www.fedmc.com/johnmaggio.htm
http://www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com/
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COA/P To Anchor New Development 

Expansion In Doubt 

3 May, 2013  

Around the time Pittsburgh 

Applauseôs April issue was com-

pleted, City of Asylum/

Pittsburgh announced that it will 

anchor the new Garden Theater 

development on the cityôs north 

side. 

 

Founded in 2004, City of Asylum/

Pittsburgh (COA/P) provides 

sanctuary to endangered literary 

writers, so that they can continue 

to write and their voices are not 

silenced, among other cultural 

programs. The Garden Theater 

development involves converting 

a defunct movie theater, a former 

fraternal hall and other vacant 

buildings along West North Ave-

nue into a mixture of businesses 

and residences. 

 

COA/P was originally going to 

place their Alphabet City project a 

few blocks away when this oppor-

tunity became available. The pro-

ject is described by the organiza-

tion as a ñyear-round hub for liter-

ary, musical and community pro-

gramming.ò  

 

ñWe think this is just great,ò 

COA/Pôs Henry Reese told Kel-

sey Shea of the Northside Chroni-

cle. ñWhat could be better than to 

be a part of the most important 

gateway to our neighborhood.ò 

Initial plans for a Japanese restau-

rant and a co-op food store to be 

anchors had fallen through. 

 

Details can be found at http://

www.cityofasylumpittsburgh.org/

2013/03/18/city-of-

asylumpittsburgh-to-open-

alphabet-city-literary-center-in-

allegheny-city-centrals-garden-

theater-block 

One of the cityôs favorite gather-

ing places --- and concert venues -

-- the Thunderbird Café  wants 

to grow into a larger, more excit-

ing music center. Unfortunately, 

the residents in its Lawrenceville 

neighborhood are less than 

thrilled. 

 

In an article published on April 3, 

City Paperôs Lauren Daley laid 

out the situation: Thunderbirdôs 

owners want to bring together 

various properties to more than 

double the caf®ôs capacity. ñI did-

nôt buy this place because I 

wanted to own a bar,ò co-owner 

John Pergal told Daley. ñI do it 

for the love of live music.ò  

 

The bar, as in other nightclubs, is 

a major revenue stream making 

the live music possible. 

 

Residents are concerned that 

Lawrenceville could become like 

the cityôs South Side, which has 

seen a rise in bars over the years 

with the resulting issues. To learn 

more, read Daleyôs full article at 

http://www.pghcitypaper.com/

pittsburgh/spreading-its-wings-

thunderbird-caf-owners-want-

nightclub-to-grow-but-expansion-

plans-dont-sit-well-with-

lawrenceville-residents/Content?

oid=1634869 

The board of WQED Multime-

dia has unanimously approved a 

new five-year strategic plan, re-

ports Maria Sciullo of the Pitts-

burgh Post-Gazette. 

 

QEDôs 

5-Year 

Plan 

At the center is 

the creation of an 

in-house program 

called the Center 

for Innovation & 

Entrepreneurship in Media that is 

seen as way to develop new me-

dia projects. 

 

ñItôs still being designedò CEO 

Debra Acklin explained to 

Sciullo. ñOne of the things we 

realized is that we had pockets 

innovation throughout the com-

pany.ò Examples cited include the 

stationôs successful digital sub-

channel, Showcase, and popular 

ñiQ Kidsò programs. 
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New Hall Of Fame Coming 

SAG-AFTRA Okôs Deal 

4 May, 2013  

Plans are underway to establish a 

new institution, the American 

Pop Hall of Fame --- in Canons-

burg. 

 

That may seem a strange place to 

some. Canonsburg is a small town 

of less than 10,000 people in 

Westmoreland County. It is 

known mostly for its steel mills 

and coal mines. But itôs also the 

birth place of stars such as pop 

singers Perry Como, Bobby Vin-

ton and even up-and-coming rap-

per Cameron ñWiz Khalifaò 

Thomaz. 

The hall has been in development 

for some time and in March 

named its first inductees, as re-

ported by KDKA-TV and is 

posted at http://

pitts-

burgh.cbslocal.com/2013/03/15/

pop-music-hall-of-fame-inductees

-named-in-canonsburg/. They will 

be formally inducted in a cere-

mony to be held at a regional ho-

tel ballroom in July. 

 

ñAs we know, tourism is probably 

the number one industry in Wash-

ington County, and we want 

Canonsburg to part of thatò 

Canonsburgôs mayor, David H. 

Rhome, told the online newspaper 

Cannon-McMillan Patchôs 

Amanda Gillooly. 

 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazetteôs 

Terry Hazlett reports that a former 

restaurant in downtown Canons-

burg is being renovated into a 

temporary home with the help 

area college students. ñThe board 

also is working with the Vocal 

Group Hall of Fame in Sharon, 

Mercer County, to obtain memo-

rabilia for a projected October 

opening.ò 

 

More information is available 

online at http://

americaspopmusichalloffame.org/ 

The national board of SAG-

AFTRA  has approved recently 

negotiated commercial agree-

ments as well as a number of in-

ternal matters. 

 

Formed through a merger in 2012, 

SAG-AFTRA is a union repre-

senting over 160,000 film and 

television performers. The union 

has hundreds of members in the 

Pittsburgh and Cleveland areas 

and maintains a full-time office in 

downtown Pittsburgh. 

 

The board unanimously approved 

the deal reached on April 7 with 

the ad industry on new television 

and radio commercial contracts. 

Members benefit from nearly 

$240 million in wage increases 

and other payments and improve-

ments in other areas. Members 

can read summaries of the agree-

ments by visiting http://

www.sagaftra.org/commercials-

contracts-be-ratified-electronic-

voting 

 

ñWe made important gains on 

these contracts,ò co-president 

Roberta Reardon says in a press 

release, ñthat provide our mem-

bers with the solid foundation 

they need to sustain their careers 

and families.ò 

 

SAG-AFTRA is also restructuring 

by consolidating or closing ten of 

the unionôs 25 regional offices. 

(Pittsburgh Applause spoke to the 

local office on April 30 and con-

firmed that they will remain).  

Local radio program and non-

profit organization Saturday 

Light Brigade  (SLB) recently 

celebrated its 35th anniversary. 

 

Begun in 1978, SLBôs radio show 

is broadcast live from the Chil-

drenôs Museum of Pittsburgh 
every Saturday on six college 

radio stations as well as Com-

castôs community television chan-

nel. SLB also serves some 2,000 

students annually off-air work-

shops and after-school programs. 

The show can also be heard 

online at http://www.slbradio.org 

 

Yet, despite the digital age, ñwe 

still really believe that audio and 

radio are great forms for people to 

express themselves and find out 

about other people,ò founder 

Larry Berger told the Northside 

Chronicleôs Kelsey Shea. ñWe 

donôt expect that to change.ò 

Brigade 

Enjoys 

35th B-day 
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Coxôs Prez 

Hayes 

Retires 

Jazz Leader, 

Pitt Professor Retires 
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Can there be any doubt why Pittsburgh is so often selected as a location for film and television 

productions? This image is from James Richardsô archives. 

To have an image considered, email Jim Richards at jim@james-richards.com 
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Jimmy W. Hayes is retiring from 

Cox Enterprises after 33 years 

with the company, a press release 

issued on April 23 announced. 

 

Cox Enterprises own Pittsburgh 

television station WPXI. 

 

Hayes began with Cox in 1977 as 

an internal auditor and moved up 

the ranks to be named president in 

2008. ñJimmy has led an impres-

sive career at Cox and I consider 

it a privilege having worked 

alongside him for so many years,ò 

company chairman Jim Kennedy 

said in the press release. ñI thank 

Jimmy for his loyalty and service 

to Cox.ò 

 

John M. Dyer, the current chief 

operating officer, has been named 

to succeed Hayes who will retain 

a seat on Coxôs board. 

After more than four decades of 

promoting jazz and training 

young musicians, Dr. Nathan 

Davis is retiring from the Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh (Pitt), reports 

the Pittsburgh Tribune-Reviewôs 

Bob Karlovits. 

 

Davis is cred-

ited with start-

ing the jazz 

studies programs at the university 

as well as seminar and concert 

programs, a jazz hall of fame and 

a journal on jazz. 

 

ñNathan is an extraordinarily 

creative individual,ò Dean N. 

John Cooper told Karlovits. ñHe 

is an institution builder.ò 

 

Davis is set to step down as of 

June 28 and a search has begun 

for his successor. For more infor-

mation on Pittôs jazz programs, 

visit http://www.pitt.edu/

~pittjazz/ 
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