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Alan Stanford, an actor and direc-

tor with six years’ experience 

with the Pittsburgh Irish & 

Classical Theater (PICT), has 

been appointed as the company’s 

new artistic director. The news 

was reported in the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette by Mackenzie Car-

penter and Alice Carter in the 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. 

 

Founded in 1996, the PICT web 

site describes its mission as 

“committed to the creation of high 

quality, professional thought-

provoking theatre of substance.” 

 

The Pittsburgh theater community 

was stunned earlier this year when 

co-founder and artistic director 

Andrew Paul was fired over the 

phone because he no longer lives 

in Pittsburgh. [See Pittsburgh 

Applause, March 13 at http://

www.james-richards.com/

PittsburghApplause-

March2013.pdf - ed.] 

Stanford is considered especially 

skilled at directing Oscar Wilde 

plays, including PICT’s success-

ful production of “Lady Winder-

mere’s Fan.” Carter quotes PICT 

president Eugene O’Sullivan as 

saying “we were fortunate to find 

someone of Alan's caliber to lead 

this organization at a most critical 

time,” adding that his experience 

with the company was seen as a 

major asset. 

Charges of racism have been lev-

ied against the Rivers Casino, 

reports the New Pittsburgh Cou-

rier’s Christian Morrow, causing 

the casino to address the issue 

head-on. 

 

Opened in 2009, the Rivers Ca-

sino is a joint venture of Chicago 

investment firm Walton Street 

Capital and High Pitt Gaming. In 

addition to slot machines and 

game tables, the casino also has a 

nightclub and an outdoor amphi-

theater. 

 

The problem arose when Alle-

gheny County Councilwoman 

Amanda Green Hawkins began 

receiving complaints from Afri-

can-American patrons who say 

they experienced discrimination at 

various Rivers Club events, espe-

cially a recent motorcycle club 

event. 

 

“The casino has recognized the 

need for more staff training and 

have started a new diversity train-

ing component for its 300 super-

visors and management person-

nel,” Morrow quotes Hawkins. 

“They are also renewing their 

diversity training program for the 

1,500 lower-level employees.” 

 

More details can be found at 

http://

www.newpittsburghcourieronline.

com/index.php/featured-news/

metro/16760-hawkins-casino-

commits-to-correct-problems-

improve-black-customer-relations 
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PSO Finances Improve 

NBC Unit Fights WGA  

3 September 2013 

In an effort to avoid losing foun-

dation support, the Pittsburgh 

Symphony Orchestra (PSO) has 

launched an effort to cut its red 

ink. The news was published in 

the July 2013 Pittsburgh Ap-

plause which can be read at http://

www.james-richards.com/

Pittsburghapplausejuly2013.pdf 

 

The orchestra has a new deal with 

the musicians union and recently 

received a major donation, reports 

Elizabeth Bloom in the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette. The result is cutting 

the 2012-2013 fiscal year debt by 

half compared to the preceding 

year. 

 

“The PSO must balance its books 

by 2015 to qualify for a $5 mil-

lion grant from the Heinz Endow-

ments,” explains Bloom. “If it 

does so for three consecutive 

years, it will receive an additional 

$12 million from the Simmons 

Family Foundation.” 

 

Cost-cutting measures are antici-

pated, although nothing has been 

made public yet. 

An effort to extend union 

membership to a unit of 

NBC-Universal is getting added 

energy by the Writers Guild 

of America. 

 

NBC-Universal is owned by 

Comcast, which operates Pitts-

burgh’s cable television franchise. 

The Writers Guild of America 

(WGA) is a labor union represent-

ing writers in motion pictures, 

television, cable, digital media 

and broadcast news including 

many in Pittsburgh. 

 

The issue involves a division 

called Peacock Productions that 

produces non-fiction programs for 

the company’s basic cable chan-

nels, including USA. Employees 

at Peacock have been trying to 

organize for more than a year. 

 

In a press release, WGA explains 

the latest effort: “Writers from 

more than twenty of the most 

popular shows on the NBC and 

USA networks have written to 

Comcast/NBCU CEO Stephen 

Burke urging him to respect the 

results of a recent representation 

election at NBCU-owned Peacock 

Productions . . .” Signers included 

writers from shows as diverse as 

“Monk” and “Saturday Night 

Live.” 

 

NBC-Universal attorneys insist 

that the employees in question do 

not qualify for union representa-

tion. Read more at http://

www.wgaeast.org/fileadmin/

user_upload/_temp_/peacock-

cor-

rect_letter_press_statement_aug_

26_revised_final.pdf 

 

In other WGA news, the union is 

accepting applications for its an-

nual documentary screenplay 

award. Specifics are available at 

http://www.wgaeast.org/

fileadmin/user_upload/

_temp_/2014_Writers_Guild_Aw

ards_-

_Documentary_Screenplay_Awar

d_-

_Call_for_Submissions_FINAL_

8-19-13_01.pdf 

One of Pittsburgh’s leading film 

organizations is seeking new 

board members. 

 

Formed in 1985, the Pittsburgh 

Lesbian & Gay Film Society 
(PLGFS) produces the sixth old-

est film festival in the world dedi-

cated to lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender (LGBT) movies. The 

festival was renamed Reel Q last 

year. James Richards, publisher of 

Pittsburgh Applause, sits on the 

board. 

 

“We have good, hard working 

people,” Richards explains, “just 

not enough of them. We need 

people who are both skilled and 

enthusiastic.” 

 

Look for a full-page ad in this 

month’s issue. Reel Q 2013 is 

scheduled for October 11- 20. 

PLGFS 

Seeks 

Members 
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Ocreations 

Designs 

For Wiz 

New Jazz Station Debuts 

5 

Does this look cozy? Welcome to the master bedroom at Fallingwater as archived by the American 

Memories Project of the Library of Congress. This photo was taken sometime in the late 1930s. 

To have an image considered, email Jim Richards at jim@james-richards.com 

Images Photos Celebrating Pittsburgh’s 
Arts/Entertainment History & Community 

September 2013 

Acclaimed Pittsburgh rap artist 

Cameron “Wiz Khalifa” Thomaz 

has chosen a hometown company 

to design artwork for his upcom-

ing tour. 

 

That company is cutting-edge 

design solutions firm Ocreations, 

which is based on the city’s South 

Side. The ocreations design was 

used for the promotional poster 

for the tour, electronic promotion 

on Facebook and other social me-

dia, as well as concert shirts and 

merchandise sold at the events. 

 

A company press release ex-

plains: “The design chosen was a 

combination of hand-drawn illus-

tration combined with cutting-

edge computer graphics to create 

a smoky urban feel which hit the 

mark for the client and audience.” 

 

You can see an example by click-

ing http://img.pr.com/release-

file/1308/510867/

WizKhalifaUndertheInflu-

enceto.jpg 

A new jazz station operated by 

Pittsburgh Public Media offi-

cially launched on September 1. 

 

Pittsburgh Public Media was 

formed by former WDUQ-FM 

staff members after that radio 

station switch to an all-news for-

mat. They started with an online 

presence and acquired the license 

of a West Virginia college radio 

station this spring. [ See Pitts-

burgh Applause, April 2013, at 

http://www.james-richards.com/

PittsburghApplauseApril2013.pdf 

- Ed.] 

 

“Because the transmitter is on the 

West Virginia border,” explains 

Adrian McCoy in an August 30 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article, 

“the new station won't cover the 

entire Pittsburgh metro area at 

first. The coverage area is south 

of the city --- South Park, Mt. 

Lebanon, Peters and Washington 

County, along with Green 

Tree and areas west toward 

the airport.” 
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The City’s Best Online Calendar Can Be Found At 
www.post-gazette.com/events 

 Happening In 

September 

The Pittsburgh 
A&E Group 

MON 

2 

TUE 

3 

The family-friendly 

musical “The Lion 

King” roars at the 

Benedum Center. 

FRI 

6 

Head over to Stage 

AE to hear up-and-

coming country artist 

Darius Rucker. 

SAT 

7 

The gripping play 

“Angels Over Tuske-

gee” is at the Byham 

Theater with its 

extraordinary true story of the chal-

lenges and accomplishments of Afri-

can-American pilots during World 

War II. 

SAT 

7 

Eclectic guitarist Bill 

Frisnell brings the 

music of John Len-

non to MCG Jazz. 

SAT 

7 

The online show 

“Trans@” lights-up 

the Andy Warhol 

Museum with music and comedy. 

SUN 

8 

The hot English trio 

Muse is at Stage AE 

to deliver their amaz-

ing progressive rock. 

SUN 

8 

‘Tis the season —- 

football season as the 

Pittsburgh Steelers 

hold their first home 

game at Heinz Field. 

MON 

9 

The award winning 

musical “In The 

Heights” is at the New 

Hazlett with its en-

gaging tale of young artists. 

WED 

11 

The Italian tenors of 

Il Volo are at Heinz 

Hall to perform eve-

rything from classical 

to pop. 

THU 

12 

The groundbreaking 

punk band Mission of 

Burma breaks the 

sound barrier at Altar 

Bar. 

THU 

19 

Icelandic trio Sigur 

Ros chills Stage AE 

with their ethereal 

sound. 

FRI 

20 

The sexy Michael 

Buble bubbles with 

charm at the Consol 

Energy Center. 

FRI 

20 

Comedian Bill Burr 

delivers laughs at 

Heinz Hall as he riffs 

on everything from 

bankers to women. 

THU 

26 

The Pittsburgh Public 

Theater launches its 

2013-2014 season at 

the O’Reilly Theater 

with the iconic Ameri-

can play “Our Town.” 

FRI 

27 

The internationally 

acclaimed cellist Yo 

Yo Ma helps the 

Pittsburgh Sym-

phony launch its new season at 

Heinz Hall. 

SAT 

28 

The Pink Flloyd 

tribute band Wish 

You Were There 

will make you glad 

to be at Stage AE. 

SAT 

28 

The internationally 

acclaimed dancer and 

choreographer Marie 

Chouinard brings her 

primeval artistry to the Byham 

Theater. 

MON 

30 

The best-selling 

author Terry 

McMillan visits the 

Byham Theater to 

share her new novel. 

Having trouble using Zvents to 

promote your events? Contact 

Jim Richards at 

jim@james-richards.com 



National/World A&E News Round-Up 

Netflix Making Emmy History 
On-demand video streaming 

company Netflix has surprised 

the industry with Emmy Award 

nominations for three of its 

online series --- a first for web 

television. 

 

Awarded by the Academy of 

Television Arts & Sciences 
and the National Academy of 

Arts & Sciences, the Emmy 

has been awarded since 1949 to 

recognize outstanding televi-

sion. The name Emmy is a 

variation of "Immy," a term 

commonly used for the image 

orthicon tube used in the early 

cameras. 

 

In an online analysis, The-

Wrap.com’s Lucas Shaw ex-

plains that Netflix “wants to 

beat HBO faster than anyone 

thought” and that the company 

expects to top 40 million global 

subscribers sometime in the 

next few months. 

 

Those Netflix shows honored 

are the sitcom “Arrested Devel-

opment,” the soapy thriller 

“Hemlock Grove” and the po-

litical drama “House of Cards.” 

 

Check out the full list of nomi-

nations by clicking http://

www.emmys.com/nominations 

 

Bye, Bye Helene 
Facing declining donations, the 

World Music Institute has laid

-off its co-founder, reports 

James C. McKinley Jr. in the 

New York Times. 

 

Founded in 1985, the World 

Music Institute (WMI) is a non-

profit concert presenting or-

ganization dedicated to the re-

search, presentation and docu-

mentation of the finest in tradi-

tional and contemporary music 

and dance from around the world. 

Helene Browning, who founded 

WMI with her husband, has been 

the organization’s publicist for 

years. 

 

WMI’s executive director ex-

plains to McKinley that the or-

ganization’s $1.1 million budget 

is becoming harder and harder to 

maintain. The organization hopes 

to use the money saved to hire a 

full-time fundraiser. 

 

Gay Or Just 

Very Happy? 
Rumors are flying online that at 

least one member of One Direc-

tion is either gay or bisexual. 

 

Formed in 2010, One Direction 

(commonly referred to as 1D) is 

an English-Irish pop boy band 

that specializes in upbeat tunes. 

 

Much has been made about how 

close these five young men are 

and how affectionate they are 

with each other in public and on 

stage. The web magazine Mu-

sicFX quotes member Louis 

Tomlinson insisting that he and 

bandmate Harry Styles are just 

good friends and that he is actu-

ally dating model Eleanor Calder. 

"I'm a one-woman man with Elea-

nor. I'm a very loyal boyfriend," 

he is quoted in the article. 

 

Still, the rumors persist with pop 

icon Boy George telling inter-

viewers that he thinks at least one 

of the guys may be gay, or at least 

bi. Another opening gay per-

former, Lance Bass, has said the 

same thing explaining to Us 

Magazine’s Zach Johnson that 

“statistically speaking, one 

probably is” gay. 

 

Nevertheless, a spokesperson 

for the band insists that all five 

men are straight. 

 

Hitting The 

Right Notes 
Hedge Fund billionaire John A. 

Paulson has acquired a new 

company: Steinway. 

 

Founded in 1853, Steinway & 

Sons is known for making pi-

anos of high quality]and for its 

influential inventions within the 

area of piano development. The 

company’s products are proba-

bly the definition of expensive 

niche items (it takes about a 

year to construct one piano). 

But that very uniqueness has 

also proved to be financially 

challenging during the Great 

Recession and the slow recov-

ery. 

 

So, why is a savvy billionaire 

buying a boutique business? 

Because he loves Steinway pi-

anos, explains the New York 

Times’ William Alden, who 

quotes Paulson referring to 

Steinway as the Mercedes of 

pianos. 

 

The sale price: a whopping 

$512 million. 
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SAG-AFTRA Votes 

Auberle’s New Mural 

Pittsburgh Applause 10 September 2013 

Elections have been announced 

for both the local and national 

levels of SAG-AFTRA. 

 

Formed through a merger in 2012, 

SAG-AFTRA is a union repre-

senting over 160,000 film and 

television performers. The union 

has hundreds of members in the 

Pittsburgh and Cleveland areas 

and maintains a full-time office in 

downtown Pittsburgh. 

 

Ballots for the Ohio-Pittsburgh 

Local were counted on August 7. 

KDKA-TV reporter Paul Martino 

was elected president and Joe 

Gunderman Kent State Univer-

sity’s WSKU-FM as vice presi-

dent. Complete results can be 

viewed by clicking http://

www.sagaftra.org/files/sag/

documents/2013_ohio-

pitts-

burgh_local_election_results.pdf 

 

On the national level, Emmy 

Award winning actor Ken How-

ard was elected president. For 

details can be read at http://

www.sagaftra.org/press-releases/

august-15-2013/ken-howard-and-

amy-aquino-elected-national-

president-and-national-secr 

A $100,000 grant has been 

awarded to Dreams of Hope by 

the Heinz Endowments. 

 

Dreams of Hope (DOH) is Pitts-

burgh's only arts-focused, lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgender, queer 

and allied (LGBTQA) youth or-

ganization. 

 

“We are delighted by this award,” 

said DOH’s Seth Rosenberg in a 

press release. “Dreams of Hope is 

one of the few places where 

LGBTQA youth can find an ac-

cepting community, develop self-

esteem, and learn to express 

themselves. They, in turn, bring 

their new strength and skills back 

to their communities, where they 

are helping to educate people, 

increase acceptance and support 

other youth. This grant will help 

us tremendously as we expand 

and improve our programming to 

serve more young people.” 

 

This is the largest grant in DOH’s 

ten-year history and will be used 

to support the further artistic de-

velopment, collaboration with 

other youth arts programs and 

general operations. 

Youth 

Group’s 

Dream 

Grant 

The healing power of art is again 

confirmed with a mural being 

unveiled this month at the 

Auberle main campus. 

 

Founded in 1952, Auberle is a 

non-profit organization that serves 

at-risk youth and families 

throughout the region in areas like 

education, workforce develop-

ment and addiction treatment. 

Young people from 16 Auberle 

programs worked with local mu-

ral group Moving the Lives of 

Kids (MLK) to create six 8 ft. by 

4 ft. murals and a series of self-

portraits that will be displayed 

around Auberle’s facilities. 

 

“Many of our youth have experi-

enced some form of past trauma 

or negative experience and strug-

gle with ways to appropriately 

express that experience,” Au-

berle’s Gary Hazy, explains in a 

press release. “It’s our job as an 

agency to provide ways. The mu-

rals provide a healthy outlet to 

deal with past trauma while also 

asking the kids to think about the 

future.” 

 

A formal unveiling will be held at 

the main Auberle campus on Sep-

tember 9. For more information, 

visit www.http://

www.auberle.org/sanctury-model 
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Mustard Seed Productions 

Experienced costume designer, supervisor and dresser Lisa Bruno 
provides independent filmmakers, community/school theatre 
departments, students, advertising agencies, music video producers 
and other clients with quality costuming within their budget. 
 
She’s available for both on-set and on-line services! 

Lisa Treats Every Production Like An Award Winner! 

When you can’t afford an ON-SET costumer, why not hire an ON-LINE costumer! 

Web Site: www.mustardseedproductions.biz 

Email: LMB@mustardseedproductions.biz 

Online CV: lisamariebruno.webstarts.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/lisamariebruno.msp 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/wardrobebabe 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/pub/lisa-marie-bruno/12/9a7/77s 

Lisa Marie Bruno 
Mustard Seed Productions 

PO Box 99483 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 

http://mustardseedproductions.webstarts.com/
http://www.mustardseedproductions.biz
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Public Art Program 

Pittsburgh Applause 12 September 2013 

Applications are being accepted 

from area artists for a new mural 

program being run by the city and 

the Pittsburgh Downtown Part-

nership. 

 

The Pittsburgh Downtown Part-

nership (PDP) represents down-

town businesses, organizations 

and residents. The organization 

manages the central neighbor-

hood’s business improvement 

district and produces various 

events, including Light-Up Night. 

[Full disclosure: Pittsburgh Ap-

plause publisher James A. Rich-

ards was one of the PDP’s origi-

nal staff members in the 1990s} 

 

Local artists are being asked to 

submit proposals for existing 

works of art to be displayed in 

Market Square, or to submit their 

qualifications to create new work. 

 

“Over the last few years, our 

city’s urban core has transformed 

into a 24/7 destination spot where 

people want to work, live and 

visit,” Mayor Ravenstahl said in a 

press release. “In addition to new 

small businesses, thousands of 

new jobs and new quality housing 

opportunities, this creative addi-

tion of public artwork by our 

city’s own residents will add to 

the vibrancy of Market Square.” 

 

Applications are available at pitts-

burghpa.gov/dcp/public-art/

opportunities. 

After nearly five years of stops-

and-starts, it looks like there will 

finally be a new Pittsburgh A&E 

Book. 

 

First published in 2001, the Pitts-

burgh A&E Book is a project of 

James A. Richards (publisher of 

Pittsburgh Applause) and is the 

region’s only directory of arts & 

entertainment professionals. 

 

The project has grown so big (the 

database has over 2500 entries) 

that the traditional method of fi-

nancing it --- sponsorships --- is 

no longer feasible. Instead, Rich-

ards will use an Amazon service 

to print it. This means copies will 

no longer be distributed for free, 

but must be purchased. 

 

Fortunately, this service has its 

benefits for Pittsburgh’s creative 

community. For one, Richards’ 

planned new format should be 

easier to execute. That format will 

reorganize the A&E Book into 

subdirectories. The directory 

(including ads) will be full-color 

and listing in the A&E Book re-

mains free. 

 

Another benefit will be heavily 

discounted advertising. Richards 

had originally planned to book 

ads at the beginning of Septem-

ber, but cleaning-up the database 

is taking much more time than he 

had expected. Interested parties 

now have until December. 

 

Look for an informational page in 

this month’s Applause. 

A&E Book 

News 

Buy An Ad! 
 

Purchasing an ad in 
Pittsburgh Applause  

is a great way to 
support Jim Richards while 

reaching your 
arts/entertainment 

peers directly. 
 

See the last page of this 
month’s issue for details. 

http://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/public-art/opportunities
http://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/public-art/opportunities
http://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/public-art/opportunities


You won’t 
get bored on 
this board! 

Join the board of the Pittsburgh Lesbian & Gay Film Society! 
 
Every year the society produces “Reel Q” the sixth oldest festival in the world 
dedicated to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender cinema. Being a board mem-
ber is “fun work” and includes: 
 
 Screening parties where you can help pick what is shown at the festival 
 Planning and executing festival events 
 Meeting cool people while soliciting sponsors 
 Discovering interesting new people through outreach efforts 
 Attend festival screenings for free 
 You might even encounter an up-and-coming indie filmmaker! 
 

All sorts of board positions are available. We need you now! 
 

Contact Mitch Leib at mitchplgfs@aol.com 
 
 

http://www.reelq.org/
http://www.reelq.org/
mailto:mitchplgfs@aol.com?subject=PILGFS%20Board%20Interest


Please Select Your Ad Size 
Full Page ($200) - 10” high x 8” wide 
 
Half Page ($150) - 5” high x 8” wide 
 
Quarter Page ($90) - 5” high x 4” wide 

Please Select Your Ad Location 
Choose one of the new subdirectories for your ad placement. 

General Resources 
 
Event/Festival Resources 
 
Film & Video Resources 

Music Resources 
 
Theater Resources 
 
Visual Arts Resources 

Pittsburgh A&E Book 2014 Advertising Form 

Advertiser Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________ 
  
                  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: __________________   Email: ___________________________ 

Your ad should be built-to-size, in full-color and provided on a TIFF or JPEG format (no other 
formats, please) 
 
A JPG ad can be emailed to jim@james-richards.com which a TIFF ad can be mailed on a CD to 
Jim at the address below.  
 
Your check or money order should be made payable to Pittsburgh A&E Group, Inc. and 
mailed to: 

 
James A. Richards 

Pittsburgh A&E Group 
643 Liberty Avenue #401 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

Deadline: December 6, 2013 



THE APPLAUSE PUZZLE 
“1950s Television” 

1 

Last Month’s Solution 

Across Down 
1. Mr. TV 

6. Eve Arden’s title role 

7. Jackie’s best known role 

8. One of the Maverick boys 

11. First actress to win an  

 Emmy Award 

15. Airport abbr. 

18. Legendary western 

19. A 12-step group 

22. A freebie for you 

24. The center of the game  

 show scandals 

26. With 14 Down: first actor  

 to win an 

 Emmy Award 

 

 

 

 

1. A lord’s home 

2. The 1950’s biggest TV star 

3. A way to cook 

4. Mr. Greene, to pals 

5. Hires for a role 

9. Not us 

10. The TV network that  

 went dark in 1955 

12. A drink Captain Video  

 might like 

13. Livingston’s husband 

14. With 25 Across: first 

 actor to win an  

 Emmy Award 

16. He made Burnett a star 

17. Character actress Shaw 

20. Money machine 

21. Mark McCain, to 

 the Rifleman 

23. They Grant $$ 

24. Mr. Sullivan, to pals 

F I F T H A V E N U E W 

O U V V H 

R O L E A M A E 

B T O A E Y E O R 

E O X F O R D C E 

R H Y M 

N T R E 

S O N F K A U F M A N S 

A N T S E V E A 

V H A N T I P L A C E 

E V E N S D P 

N E A Q G R O W 

U T T E R U E 

E E A L 

R H O R N E S K 

E 

A N G 

2 3 4 5 

6 

7 8 9 

10 

11 12 

13 14 

15 16 17 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 

26 



Finally: A 21st Century Opera 

Pittsburgh Applause Editorial 

By James A. Richards 

Join the Pittsburgh Applause group on 
www.linkedin.com. 
 
As a member of this group, you’ll be 
able to connected with your A&E peers 
in Pittsburgh! 
 
Membership is free, but you must have a 
LinkedIn profile to participate. 

Letters to the editor are 
welcome via email to 
jim@james-richards.com 
 
They may be edited for 
publication. 

It’s about time. 

 

Starting next month, the Metro-

politan Opera brings something to 

American audiences that I have 

long advocated: a true, twenty-

first century opera. 

 

I have long been critical of the 

opera world for the barriers it 

erects while facing a shrinking 

audience. Ancient stories staged 

in opulent but inaccessible style 

usually performed in a foreign 

language (forcing the audience to 

read a wall or a small screen 

rather than watching the stage) 

and the expectation that the folks 

in those tiny seats are already 

opera experts don’t exactly draw 

in new people. 

 

Fortunately, American composer 

Nico Muhly (who is just 32) has 

joined forces with playwright 

Craig Lucas (who is twice his 

age) to create “Two Boys”. This 

English-language opera explores 

the world of online relationships. 

This daring and very modern 

work made its debut in London in 

2011. It bows at Lincoln Center 

on October 21. 

 

This is what we should be seeing: 

contemporary, accessible and 

related opera. (I am sure that it 

helps that Muhly not only studied 

classical music at Julliard but 

worked with pop artists like Björk 

Guðmundsdóttir and the indie-

rock band Grizzly Bear). To see 

what I mean, check out the video 

at http://

www.metoperafamily.org/opera/

twoboys-muhly-tickets.aspx 

Let’s hope that the good folks at 

the Pittsburgh Opera will soon 

bring “The Boys” to town (hint, 

hint, guys). 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Pittsburgh-Applause-3785902?
http://www.pittsburghaebook.com/
http://www.metoperafamily.org/opera/twoboys-muhly-tickets.aspx
http://www.metoperafamily.org/opera/twoboys-muhly-tickets.aspx
http://www.metoperafamily.org/opera/twoboys-muhly-tickets.aspx


Keep The Applause Coming! 

Advertise in the digital version of Pittsburgh Applause 

and reach over 1,000 readers each month! 

 

The list of subscribers is culled primarily from the 

Pittsburgh A&E Book database and represents a broad 

swath of the area’s arts/entertainment community, 

both non-profit and commercial. 

 

Full page (8”wide x 10” high): $100 

Half-page (8”wide x 5” high): $75 

 

Each ad should be built to size and be in a JPG 

format. All ads must be pre-paid, with the check 

payable to the Pittsburgh A&E Group. For more 

information, contact Jim Richards 

Jim hopes to eventually bring Pittsburgh Applause back to the 

real world! 

 

The goal is to produce 10,000 full-color print copies each 

month distributed primarily through Crazy Mocha 

coffee shops. 

 

But Jim needs a collection of advertisers willing and able to 

commit to at least six months of advertising. For more informa-

tion, contact him at jim@james-richards.com 


