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Pittsburgh Native To Curate International 
Writer and contemporary art spe-

cialist Ingrid Schaffner has been 

named curator of the next Carne-

gie International. 

 

Begun in 1896, the Carnegie In-

ternational is the oldest global 

exhibition of contemporary art 

held in North America. Itôs a sig-

nature project of the Carnegie 

Museum of Art (CMOA), a com-

ponent of the Carnegie Museums 

of Pittsburgh. Some of the most 

famous artists of the past century 

have been showcased at the Inter-

national, including Winslow 

Homer (1836-1910), Mary Cas-

satt (1844-1926), Willem de 

Kooning (1904-1997) and Pitts-

burgh native Andy Warhol (1928-

1987). 

 

Born in Pittsburgh but raised in 

California, Schaffner is well 

known in the professional arts 

world for her projects involving 

surrealism, collecting and photog-

raphy. She has written several 

books on contemporary art. 

 

Alice Carter in the Pittsburgh 

Tribune-Review quotes her as 

saying that ñI grew up going to 

the Carnegie museums and li-

brary, and I have been making 

pilgrimages back to Pittsburgh to 

see the International since 1995,ò  

 
ñIt takes a special kind of curator 

to successfully organize such an 

exhibition,ò explains the CMOAôs 

Lynn Zelevansky in a press re-

lease. ñWe are delighted to have 

Ingrid on board. She is thoughtful 

and knowledgeable, an excellent 

writer and has true collaborative 

spirit.ò 

 

Schaffner officially begins work 

on May 1 and will move to Pitts-

burgh this September. 

 

In other CMA news, 34-year-old 

Daniel Leers has been named the 

museumôs new curator of photog-

raphy, reports Marylynn Pitz in 

the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. The 

current curator, Linda Benedict-

Jones, is retiring. 

 

Leersô bio is part of Pitzôs article 

at http://www.post-gazette.com/

ae/art-architecture/2015/03/06/

Former-Pittsburgher-Daniel-Leers

-named-new-curator-of-

photography-at-Carnegie-

Museum-of-Art/

stories/201503060321 
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Pittsburgh City Councilwoman 

Darleen Harris plans to introduce 

municipal legislation to make 

things easier for film and TV pro-

ductions in the city, reports 

Robert Zullo in the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette. 

 

Harris: Streamline 

Film Permit Process 

Harrisô plan is to overhaul the 

permit process to make it easier 

and more efficient even though 

Dawn Keezer of the Pittsburgh 

Film Office  has already been 

working with the mayorôs office 

to do the same thing. ñI havenôt 

seen what sheôs working on,ò 

Zullo quotes Keezer. His full arti-

cle is available at http://www.post

-gazette.com/local/

city/2015/03/23/Pittsburgh-city-

councilwoman-to-introduce-film-

friendly-legislation/

stories/201503230037 

 

In other news, the Pittsburgh Post

-Gazetteôs Barbara Vancheri 

writes that a comedy-drama being 

filmed in Pittsburgh has been 

given a new title. The movie was 

originally called ñLet it Snowò 

and is now ñLove the Coopers.ò 

Local middle and high school 

students are welcome to partici-

pate in this yearôs Take a Shot 

contest, the Steeltown Entertain-

ment Project has announced. 

 

Take A Shot 2015 

The Steeltown Entertainment Pro-

ject is a non-profit founded in 

2003 with a mission to build a 

vibrant and sustainable entertain-

ment industry in Southwestern 

Pennsylvania 

 

In an email to key media 

(including Pittsburgh Applause), 

Steeltownôs Amber Farr wrote 

that this yearôs theme is "People, 

Places or Things (past or present) 

in and around the Greater Pitts-

burgh Area who have had a posi-

tive influence on S.T.E.A.M. 

(Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing, Arts and Math)." 

 

These short videos (between 2 

and 5 minutes) can be animation, 

interviews, comedies or dramas. 

There will be multiple cash prizes 

from $1,000 to $2,000. 

 

Submission dates are April 15 

through  April 30. For more infor-

mation, call (412) 251-0890 or by 

emailing takeashotcon-

test@steeltown.org 

Pittsburgh is among the cities 

where Cox Media Group is 

launching a new all-comedy tele-

vision network called LAFF. 

LAFF To 

Launch 

 

Cox Media is the division of Cox 

Enterprises that owns WPXI-TV 

and the Pittsburgh Cable News 

Channel (PCNC). 

 

A press release describes LAFF as 

ñthe countryôs first-ever, over-the-

air broadcast television network 

devoted to comedy.ò The release 

goes on to say that ñLAFF will 

feature a mix of contemporary off

-network sitcoms and popular 

theatrical motion pictures, with a 

target audience of adults 18-49.ò 

The network has leased episodes 

of series that include ñNight 

Courtò and ñEmpty Nest.ò 

 

In addition to the Cox stations, 

LAFF is being picked up by sta-

tions owned by the Walt Disney 

Companyôs ABC division and 

the E.W. Scripps Company. 

 

LAFF debuts on April 15 and will 

air in Pittsburgh on WPXIôs sub-

channel, 11.3 
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The Three Rivers Arts Festival, a 

project of the Pittsburgh Cul-

tural Trust , has been nominated 

in the latest 10Best Readers' 

Choice travel award contest. 

 

TRAF Nominated For Online Award 

The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust is 

an economic and cultural devel-

opment organization established 

in 1984 It came into existence 

largely due to the initiative of 

local industrialist Henry John 

Heinz II (1908-1987), the grand-

son of Henry John Heinz (1844-

1919) and founder of the food 

giant H. J. Heinz Company. 

 

A press release explains the fol-

lowing: ñExpert panelists respon-

sible for nominating the Dollar 

Bank Three Rivers Arts Festival 

include Joe Lewis and Chip 

Conley.  Lewis is a nationally 

known artist, educator, and pro-

fessor of Art at the University of 

California, Irvine. He exhibits 

frequently and has written for Art 

in America, The LA Weekly and 

Artforum.  Conley is the founder 

of Fest300, the online guide to the 

worldôs best festivals, as well as 

the founder of Joie de Vivre Hos-

pitality, Burning Man board mem-

ber, New York Times bestselling 

author and Head of Global Hospi-

tality and Strategy at AirBnB.ò 

Voting continues through April 

13 at http://www.10best.com/

awards/travel/best-art-festival/ 

with the winners being announced 

on April 15 and later in an edition 

of the newspaper USA Today. 
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