
April, 2017  
Digital 68  

www.pittsburghapplause.com  www.pittsburghaebook.com  

Inside This Issue 

643 Liberty Avenue #401  
Pittsburgh, PA 15222  

Ph (412) 325 -7070  
Fx (412) 325 -7069 

Pittsburgh A&E Group  

Travel ban 
nearly stops 
composer  

Page 
2 

The Pittsburgh 
Symphony gets 
major grants  

Page 
2 

Abby Lee Miller 
quits òDance 
Monsó TV show 

Page 
2 

The Warhol gets 
a new leader  

Page 
4 

A local actor & 
TV star speaks 
about his health  

Page 
7 

GPAC Goes To Washington 
With threats to eliminate the Na-

tional Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) and similar federal institu-

tions and programs, the Greater 

Pittsburgh Arts Council  
(GPAC) is joining other organiza-

tions to prevent this from happen-

ing. 

 

GPAC staff and supporters were 

among those attending the Arts 

Advocacy day program in Wash-

ington DC this past month. Or-

ganized by Americans for the 

Arts  (AFA), the annual confer-

ence brings grassroots arts activ-

ists from all fifty states. Repre-

senting Pittsburgh included James 

McNeal of City Theatre, Joan 

McGarry of the Westmoreland 

Museum of American Art and 

United States Congressman Lou 

Barletta 

 

ñDuring this important time of 

budget sea-

son, itôs im-

portant that 

our elected 

officials un-

derstand the 

impacts of 

NEA funding 

and a federal 

commitment to arts and culture on 

our region,ò GPACôs Mitch 

Swain explains in a press release. 

ñThe NEA contributes approxi-

mately 3.2 million annually to this 

region, and for every one of those 

federal dollars, we see a $9 return 

on investment.ò 

 

Anyone interested in welcome to 

download AFAôs full policy brief-

ing by clicking http://

www.americansforthearts.org/

sites/default/files/

HandbookCovers%

26IssueBriefs.pdf 

 

On March 28, the Greater Pitts-

burgh Arts Council sent an email 

to members and supporters en-

couraging them to attend their 

annual convention at the David 

Lawrence Convention Center on 

May 2 where they can learn more 

about the uncertain funding land-

scape. 

 

There will be talks, breakout ses-

sions and an keynote address pro-

vided by Jennifer Cole, of the 

Metro Nashville Arts Commis-

sion and a grant reviewer for the 

National Endowment for the Arts. 

 

Register at https://t.e2ma.net/

click/6m1tl/q6x7rj/2zo1fe) 
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President Donald J. Trumpôs con-

troversial travel ban almost pre-

vented a noted composer from 

coming to Pittsburgh for her own 

world debut, reports Courtney 

Linder of the Pittsburgh Post-

Gazette. 

 

Soosan Lolavar holds dual citi-

zenship with the United Kingdom 

(where she was raised) and Iran. 

She had studied music at Carne-

gie Mellon University. Her new 

opera, ñID Pleaseò is being staged 

this month for the first time by the 

Pittsburgh Opera at the com-

panyôs Strip District headquarters. 

Opera Composer Nearly 

Kept From Pittsburgh 
Complications ensued after the 

first travel ban was announced at 

the American Embassy in London 

advised citizens from Iran and six 

other countries shouldnôt apply 

for a visa. 

 

ñI was just really upset. I had 

lived in the U.S. for a year and I 

had made friends and felt a sense 

of community in Pittsburgh,ò 

Lolavar told Linder. ñTo think 

that I was banned from returning 

made me worry about whatôs 

next, which could be something a 

lot more sinister.ò 

 

Read Linderôs full article at http://

www.post-gazette.com/ae/

music/2017/03/31/soosan-lolavar-

composer-Pittsburgh-opera-

theater/stories/201703290198?

pgpageversion=pgevoke 

Abby Lee Miller, the star of the 

reality show ñDance Moms,ò has 

announced that sheôs quitting the 

show. 

 

ñDance Momsò debuted in 2011 

and centers on Millerôs Pittsburgh

-area (and later Los Angeles) 

dance school where talented chil-

dren are brought by their often 

bickering mothers. She has faced 

criticism for her treatment of the 

kids and various legal problems 

including bankruptcy and a fraud 

conviction. 

 

Miller posted the following mes-

sage on Instagram: ñThe majority 

of children that follow me may be 

fast asleep, however now is the 

critical time to make the following 

statement: I WILL NO LONGER 

TAKE PART IN DANCE MOMS. 

FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS/ 

SEVEN SEASONS I HAVE 

ASKED, BEGGED, AND EVEN 

DEMANDED CREATIVE 

CREDIT FOR ALL THE IDEAS, 

AWARD WINNING ROUTINES, 

THEMES, AND COSTUMING - 

TO NO AVAIL! ñ 

 

The New York Daily News reports 

that dancer and model Cheryl 

Burke will be taking over as host. 

She is well known for appearing 

on another popular reality series, 

ñDancing with the Stars.ò 

 

Millerôs sentencing hearing is 

scheduled for May 8. 

No More 

ñDanceò For 

Abby Lee 

A trio of prominent foundations 

has stepped-up to help the finan-

cially challenged Pittsburgh 

Symphony Orchestra. 

 

Totally $3 million, the funds will 

be used for summer programs, 

general op-

erations and 

to seed chal-

lenge grants. 

The support 

comes from 

the Heinz 

Endow-

ments, the Benter Foundation 

and the Eden Hall Foundation. 

 

In a press release, the PSOôs 

Melia Tourangeau praises the 

history of support provided by the 

regionôs foundation community 

adding that these grants are 

PSOôs Financial Life Savers 
ñpivotal four our growth and long

-term success.ò 

 

The Heinz Foundation has also 

made the PSO a $5 million grant 

to be used for restructuring the 

orchestraôs business plan with the 

goal of financial stability. 

 

"The Pittsburgh Symphony is a 

tremendous asset in this region,ò 

William Bentor of the Bentor 

Foundation says in the same re-

lease. ñWe hope that these recent 

investments from these funders 

will spark many more gifts from 

across the community.ò Eden 

Hallôs Sylvia Fields adds that ñwe 

hope to inspire others in the city 

to support the Pittsburgh Sym-

phony Orchestra.ò 
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Patrick Moore has been named to 

succeed Eric Shiner as the direc-

tor of the Andy Warhol Museum. 

 

The Warhol is one of the four 

Carnegie Museums of Pitts-

burgh. Shiner left the museum 

last year to take a position with 

famed auction house Sothebyôs. 

New Warhol ED 
Patrick Moore has been working 

with the Alliance for the Arts in 

New York.. In a press release, the 

Carnegieôs Jo Ellen Parker 

praised Mooreôs ñunmatched pas-

sion for the museum and Andy 

Warholôs legacy, as well as his 

knowledge of the Carnegie Muse-

ums family and the Pittsburgh 

community.ò 

Brandon Lorenz has been named 

as the new national communica-

tions director for Actorsô Equity 

Association. 

 

Brandon Lo-

renz has al-

most 15 years 

of media ex-

perience and 

was most re-

cently the 

communica-

tions cam-

paign director 

for the Human Rights Council. 

In his new position, Lorenz will 

develop and manage the unionôs 

communications plans. 

 

ñWe are thrilled to have someone 

with Brandonôs track record of 

success join the team,ò said Ex-

HRC Alum Joins AEA 

ecutive Director Mary McColl in 

a union press release. ñBrandon 

joins us at a critical time for the 

Association as we work to create 

and implement new communica-

tions strategies that have been set 

by our national council. His na-

tional and regional media rela-

tionships and his experience 

working on campaigns up and 

down the ballot will enhance our 

ability to organize and ensure that 

our outreach to members and pro-

ducers will be successful.ò 

 

In other news, the union has 

named Pete DeMay as the new 

assistant director of AEAôs cen-

tral region. Heôll be working out 

of the Chicago office. 

With digital media growing in 

popularity, Hearst Communica-

tionsô television station division 

has created a new post. 

 

Hearstôs television stations in-

clude Pittsburghôs WTAE. An-

drew Fitzgerald has been named 

the divisionôs new chief digital 

content officer. A press release 

explains that ñhe will work with 

the digital teams at the Hearst 

Television stations to produce and 

distribute content on multiple 

digital platforms.ò 

 

Fitzgerald comes to Hearst from 

Twitter , where he led the teams 

responsible for the social media 

companyôs ñMomentsò feature, 

among other duties. He assumes 

the new job April 10. 

 

In other news, WTAE-TV has 

hired Kelly Sasso as their new 

anchor of their weekday Noon 

newscast. The Pittsburgh Post-

Gazetteôs Maria Sciullo reports 

that the Greensburg native has 

most recently worked for a station 

in Arkansas where she won a Re-

gional Emmy Award. 

Hearst 

National & 

Local Hires 

Pittsburghôs annual LGBT film festival is looking for creative photographers to submit possible images 

for their 2017 festival program book cover. 

 

Reel Q is staged every October by the Pittsburgh Lesbian & Gay Film Society. The festival began in 

1985 and is among the worldôs longest-running LGBT film festivals. Pittsburgh Applauseôs James A. 

Richards sits on the board. 

 

Submissions are being accepted through April 14. A short explanatory video has been published online at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZZhdGQC9wU&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZZhdGQC9wU&feature=youtu.be
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A multi-year carriage deal has 

been inked between CBS Corpo-

ration  and Verizon. 

 

In 

Pittsburgh, CBS Corp. owns tele-

vision and radio stations, most 

notably KDKA. The deal was 

reported on the Variety web site 

by Todd Spangler and is said to 

include Verizonôs Fios TV as well 

as ñfuture digital platforms.ò 

 

CBS & Verizon Pact 
Spangler writes: ñCBS-owned 

stations in Verizon Fios markets -

-- New York, Philadelphia, Bos-

ton, Baltimore and Pittsburgh --- 

and CBS-owned CW affiliates in 

Philadelphia and Pittsburgh will 

continue to be distributed to Fios 

TV subscribers. Fios TV serves 

more than 3 million subs in mar-

kets where CBS owns stations and 

nearly 1 million in markets where 

CBS owns the CW affiliates. Fios 

TV also will continue to provide 

CBS video-on-demand content at 

no extra charge to the telcoôs sub-

scribers.ò 

 

Financial terms werenôt disclosed. 

Using the stage name Juice, the 

running back for the Pittsburgh 

Steelers has released his first al-

bum. 

 

LeôVeon Bell, 25 years-old, was 

drafted by the Steelers in 2013 

after playing college ball for 

Michigan State. His is called 

ñPost Interviewò and features 16 

original rap tunes. 

 

Billboardôs Carl Lamarre writes 

that a particular song takes aim at 

Fox Sports host John ñSkipò 

Bayless who (while hosting for 

ESPN) harshly criticized Bell. 

Part of the lyric states: "Shrimp 

Bayless, Iôve been hearing you 

lately/ You love Jerry way too 

much, you acting like yôall re-

lated/ I got the Hall of Fame wait-

ing, Iôm the best that youôve 

hated/ I donôt know why you hat-

ing, I donôt know why you hat-

ing." 

 

Steelerôs Debut Album 
Read Lamarreôs full article by 

clicking http://

www.billboard.com/articles/

columns/hip-hop/7736719/

pittsburgh-steelers-leveon-bell-

post-interview 

Lawyers for comedian and actor 

Bill Cosby want to mail a ques-

tionnaire to as many as 2,000 po-

tential jurors, reports the Associ-

ated Pressô Maryclaire Dale.  

 

Cosby has been charged with 

three counts of aggravated inde-

cent sexual assault last summer in 

Montgomery County. It was the 

latest in claims of drug-induced 

assaults allegedly committed by 

the actor since the 1960s. Al-

though the trial will be held in 

Philadelphia, jurors are being 

selected in the Pittsburgh area 

because of the heavy pre-trial 

publicity that has dominated news 

media in Eastern Pennsylvania. 

 

The district attorney objects to the 

request, insisting that Cosby de-

serves no special treatment. The 

trial is scheduled to begin June 5. 

Cosby Trial 

Seeks Local 

Jurors 
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