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Congress Surprises NEA With Budget Boost

After months of worries that there will be
cuts, the $1.3 trillion budget signed into

law on March 23 actually adds funds to the

National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA).

The law funds the federal government
though September 30. Both the NEA and
theNational Endowment

for the Humanities \/

(NEH) each receive a $3

million boost while the V
Corporation for Public

Broadcasting sees its budget remain sta-
ble.

Americans for the Arts (AFA) and the
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council

(GPAC) were among the organizations
lobbying to save arts funding. Originally,
the Trump Administration proposed elimi-
nating all funding.

News Scandal

Executives at th&€inclair Broadcast

Group (SBG)--- which owns two Pitts-
burgh television stations- is demanding
that its news anchors read amtédia mes-
sages on the air, reports Cable News Net-
work's Brian Stelter.

SBE

Sinclair's leading Pittsburgh station has no

news operation and instead airs a local
newscast produced liyox Enterprises’
WPXI. The company is controlled by the
family of Julian Sinclair Smith (1921
1993), which has faced repeated criticism
for allegedly using their stations to pro-
mote questionable righting ideas. These

AThis increase
happened without the unified,
tireless, persistent work of the arts
community and grassroots advo-
cates nationwide," says AFA's
Robert L. Lynch in a press re-
lease. "From hundreds of thou-
sands of calls and emails from
every state and Congressional
district, to opeds and ads placed
in local newspapers across the
country, to office visits on Capitol
Hill, strong activism was ever
present in making a case for in-
creased funds."

GPAC's delegation included Len
Ayers ofCarnegie Mellon Uni-
versity and Kaitlyn Zurcher of the
Westmoreland Museum of
American Art.

C Orkoas Pppdn rePorts/of

TheDailyCaller.com that the law
"sets priorities for the NEA,
specifying that the endowment
will prioritize arts grants to under-
served populations, 'including
urban minorities, who have his-
torically been outside the purview
of arts and humanities programs’
due to high poverty or geographic
isolation.”

However, the White House still
supports defunding. Lynch urges
AFA members and supporters to
continue the "unified effort to
ensure that the latest termination
proposal from the Trump Admini-
stration for [fiscal year 2019] is
again defeated this coming year."

Hits Sinclair Broadcasting

include "must run" stories and
sensational "Terrorism Alert
Desk" segments.

Much of this history can be read
at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Sinclair_Broadcast_Group

The statement in question effec-
tively endorses President Trump's
claims of "fake news." Stetler
explains that anchors are given
specific instructions (Setp://
money.cnn.com/2018/03/07/
media/sinclaitbroadcasting
promosmediabashing/
index.htm).

Understandably, local anchors are
resisting the directive and media
observers are raising red flags.

"If Sinclair senior executives have
problems with current national
TV journalism," writes Medi-
aPost's Wayne
a suggestion: Do better journalism
on your local TV stations . . . But
putting
journalists in uncomfortable posi-
tions-- reading copy that attacks
TV news competitorsyithout any
proof-- takes on an Orwellian
feel.”

Continues on page 4
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Carnegie
Library
Theft

More than 300 valuable items
have been stolen from ti@arne-
gie Library of Pittsburgh, re-
ports Marylynne Pitz in thPitts-
burgh PostGazette

which has been L
closed ever since.

Officials are hoping that greater
publicity will open up some leads.

The thefts actually
occurred a year ago
from the library's
rare books room,

Missing are books, atlases, maps
and other items that are difficult
or impossible to replace. Local
rare book dealer Michael Vinson
tells Pitz that "the value would
easily be $5 million."

IHeart Media
Bankruptcy

Once known as Clear Channel
Communications, the giant radio
station owneiHeart Media has
filed under Chapter 11 of the
United States Bankruptcy Code.
This allows iHeart to continue
functioning while being protected
from creditors.

iHeart owns six radio stations in
Pittsburgh.

The company hopes to restructure
the massive $20 billion in debt
that occurred primarily from a
2008 leveraged buyout. "The
bankruptcy is the culmination of
iHeart Media's yearslong dance
with its creditors," writes Ben
Sisario in theNew York Times

Read his full article atttps://
www.nytimes.com/2018/03/15/
business/media/iheartmedia

The newspaper has posted a list of bankruptcy.htm

stolen material online étttp://
www.postgazette.com/ae/
books/2018/03/19/Carnegie
Library-rareatlasesmapsbooks
Japaneserints-stolenOliver-
Room/stories/201803190007
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A new edition is
currently in
development!

Steel City
Bankruptcy

The former owner oPittsburgh
City Paperhas filed for bank-
ruptcy protection.

The firm has filed under Chapter
11 of the United States Bank-
ruptcy Code. This allowSteel
City to continue functioning
while being protected from credi-
tors.

"The company remains very prof-
itable and expects to be able to
generate sufficient cash from op-
erations to meet the expenses of
running our business during the
Chapter 11 proceedings," said
Michael Frischling, Steel City's
vice president in a press release.
"Despite having paid down our
senior lender by more than $20
million, or more than 35%, since
2014, softness in our markets has
resulted in norcompliance with
certain technical covenants. We
believe that Chapter 11 is the ap-
propriate venue to seek to resolve
these issues. We look forward to
emerging from Chapter 11 as an
independently owned strong
player in our markets and with a
reset capital structure in place for
the long term.”

Steel City continues to operate
two Pittsburgh radio stations
along with media outlets in Kan-
sas City. The company solity
Paperin 2016 toEagle Media,
the publisher of rural Butler
County's only daily newspaper.

www.pittsburghaebook.com



https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/15/business/media/iheartmedia-bankruptcy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/15/business/media/iheartmedia-bankruptcy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/15/business/media/iheartmedia-bankruptcy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/15/business/media/iheartmedia-bankruptcy.html
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/books/2018/03/19/Carnegie-Library-rare-atlases-maps-books-Japanese-prints-stolen-Oliver-Room/stories/201803190007
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/books/2018/03/19/Carnegie-Library-rare-atlases-maps-books-Japanese-prints-stolen-Oliver-Room/stories/201803190007
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/books/2018/03/19/Carnegie-Library-rare-atlases-maps-books-Japanese-prints-stolen-Oliver-Room/stories/201803190007
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/books/2018/03/19/Carnegie-Library-rare-atlases-maps-books-Japanese-prints-stolen-Oliver-Room/stories/201803190007
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/books/2018/03/19/Carnegie-Library-rare-atlases-maps-books-Japanese-prints-stolen-Oliver-Room/stories/201803190007
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/books/2018/03/19/Carnegie-Library-rare-atlases-maps-books-Japanese-prints-stolen-Oliver-Room/stories/201803190007
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902



http://www.thevideohouse.com/

