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COVID Keeps Closures Coming
The pandemic continues to hit the
local music community especially
hard, reports Joanne Klimovich
and Sean Stipp of the Pittsburgh
Tribune-Review --- this, despite
the progress made by efforts like
Save Our Stages (SOS).
Permanent venue closures now
include the Rex Theatre, Brillobox, Howlers, Mixtape and
Hambones. Cattivo has been put
up for sale. Musicians and supporters of Moondog’s Pub &
Starlite Lounge have recently
done some fundraising.
“I have been in tears thinking
about everything everyone has
done for me,” the article quotes
owner Ron Esser. “The music
community is a weird bunch, and
I mean that in a good way. They
may not have a pair of shoes, but
if you need shoes they will get

Monumental
Considerations

shoes for you. They may not have
food, but if you need food they
will get food for you.”
The article also reports that the
owners of Mr. Small's had to
take out a loan to help cover their
$10,000 in monthly expenses.
Performing online has its limitations. "Virtual music is like a virtual hug," explained musician

The Tribune-Review article was
picked up by the Associated
Press (AP) and be read by clicking here.

On March 18, local concert professional Brian Drusky of Drusky Entertainment graciously answered a short list of questions posed by Applause publisher James A. Richards regarding Save Our Stages (SOS)
and how area venues are adapting to a rapidly changing environment.
His answers have been lightly edited for clarity and grammar.
Q. How many local venues and
promoters are applying (or
planning to apply) to the SBA
for SOS funds? Is Drusky
among them?
A. We are not sure how many
venues are planning to apply but a
lot are surely preparing to apply,
and for some [Payment Protection
Plan Round 2] funds may have
worked better for their business.
Yes, we will be applying.
Q. Any idea of the average
grant request (or examples of
requested amounts)?
A. The grant amount is 45% of a
business' 2019 gross earned revenue.

Scroll to page 14 to read
this report on controversial
public art installations.

John Vento. "It’s not the same.
Live music connects you with the
audience. You literally feel the
connection.” it also means bartenders, servers and other people
lose paychecks.

Q. I see that Drusky, among
others, are scheduling shows
again. How confident are local
venues/producers that
"normal" operations will resume later this year?
A. It seems the whole industry is
banking upon the fall for everything to be back to normal. Everyone is very hopeful, but it's all
going to depend on the vaccine
rollout to be a lot quicker than it
has been; and the large group of
people out there that don't want to
get the vaccine to actually get the
vaccine.
Q. Several firms, including
Drusky, furloughed employees.
Are they starting to come back?
A. I have heard some are starting
to come back, but i think a lot of
it is still a little ways away.
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Free VAX
Webinar
On Wednesday, April 17 at Noon,
Actors Equity Association
(AEA) is offering a webinar for
members regarding the COVID19 vaccines.
AEA's Kate
Shindle explains in a press
release that
"our members
have reasonable, thoughtful
questions about the process and
the science" and has partnered
with the Adult Vaccine Access
Coalition (AVAC) to answer
them.
Both members and nonmembers
are welcome to participate by
clicking here.
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Pandemic Life:
Union Leaders Reflect
Gabrielle Carteris and David
White of SAG-AFTRA recently
reflected on how the union has
adapted to a year of pandemic.

In an interview with Deadline's
David Roth, the union's leaders
discuss what White humbly calls
a "distressing year." That year got
personal: Carteris' husband and
daughters caught the virus (and
recovered) but lost an uncle to
COVID. "We’re all sharing a lot
of those same pain," she told
Roth.

A big part of the last twelve
months was developing a set of
protocols for the safety of members. These protocols are set to
expire at the end of April. and are
being evaluated to see if they
should be extended. "We’re following the [Centers for Disease
Control] and the science on this,"
Carteris explains. "That will be a
determination made by all the
unions that are working together
and the studios."
Carteris and White also address
the economic impact on SAGAFTRA members and when union offices will reopen. Read the
full article by clicking here.
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Actress
Speaks At
Racism Rally
Award winning CanadianAmerican actress Sandra Oh declared "I am proud to be Asian" at
a rally in Pittsburgh last month.
Oh has been in the area shooting
"The Chair". She took a break to
participate in an anti-hate rally
staged in the city's Oakland
neighborhood. The rally was one
of many across the country in
response to a shooting rampage
near Atlanta on March 17 that left
eight people dead. Six of these
victims were of Asian descent.
(The actress grew up in Ottawa as
the child of South Korean immigrants.)
Like all minority groups, people
of Asian and Pacific Islander descent have long been the targets
of bigotry. Among the most egregious was forcing JapaneseAmericans into internment camps
during World War II. A recent
article in The New Yorker takes a
look at this history, which can be
read by clicking here. But reports
of bigotry and violence against
Asian-Americans have been rising
since COVID-19 arrived in the
U.S. and Donald Trump began
referring to it as a Chinese virus.
Even famous people have revealed racist incidents. The hot
South Korean boy band BTS recently tweeted "we have endured
expletives without reason and
were mocked for the way we
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Oscar Noms

Wilson Pic

The Pittsburgh-shot film version
of August Wilson's play "Ma
Rainey's Black Bottom" has been
nominated for four Academy
Awards.

Yet another of August Wilson's
groundbreaking plays is to be put
on the screen, reports Annie Martin for United Press International (UPI).

Its star, the late Chadwick Boseman, earned a posthumous nomination for Best Actor. "Rainey"
also earned nominations for Production Design, Makeup & Hairstyling and Costume Design.
Frances McDormand, who spent
much of her youth in Westmoreland County, has been nominated
for Best Actress in "Nomadland."
The ceremony is scheduled for
April 25. For more information,
visit https://abc.com/shows/
look. We were even asked why
Asians spoke in English,"
"The Chair" is a six-episode
dramedy centered around the Chair
of an English department at a major university. Sandra Oh is both a
star and an executive producer.

Netflix hopes to duplicate the
success experienced with their
adaptation of Wilson's "Ma
Rainey's Black Bottom." The
same team behind "Rainy" will be
producing "The Piano Lesson,"
the fourth play in his "Pittsburgh
Cycle."
Set in 1936 Pittsburgh, "The Piano Lesson" explores family dynamics as a brother and sister
arguing about whether to sell an
heirloom piano. Like "Rainy," it
is expected to be shot locally.

Click the graphic above to watch a video of Sandra Oh’s comments.

www.pittsburghapplause.com
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City’s $25K
NEA Grant
A grant of $25,000 has been
awarded to Pittsburgh City
Theatre by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), reports
Paul Guggenheimer for the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review.
The funds are
being used to
support an original play about
immigration
written by Jim
McManus. The
script is based on interviews with
immigrants residing in Pittsburgh.
“Writing a play where the words
are not strictly from my imagination, but from people who sat
across from me feels like a sacred
trust,” Guggenheimer quotes
McManus. “I can conjure the
faces and feel the words of those
who shared difficult and joyous
moments from their lives about
the struggles and triumphs of being an immigrant or refugee in a
new city.”
The play, called "The Rivers
Don't Know," will be staged as
part of the 2021-2022 season.
Read the full article by clicking
here.
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Frick Pittsburgh Welcomes
Vanessa German Project
The Frick Pittsburgh has announced a three-year creative
agreement with prominent local
artist Vanessa German.

Throughout this period, she "will
create a community-centered
body of art exploring the transformative power of love using the
Frick’s site as a departure point"
explains a press release. The residency will culminate in a largescale exhibition for 2023.
German created for the first part
of this program an installation
called "Nothing Can Separate
You From the Language You Cry

In." This display consists of three
altarpieces that offer an emotional
meditation on the deaths of African-Americans by U.S. police
officers.
"This work is personal,” German
says in the same release. “How do
I grieve, mourn the losses of so
many Black people killed by the
police? How do I stay whole and
safe and creative in an environment where black women are shot
and killed by the police in their
own homes, while playing video
games, cooking, or even sleeping?”
Each altarpiece was created with
the help of artisans at the Pittsburgh Glass Center. For more
information, visit
www.thefrickpittsburgh.org

Trust’s Fest Plans
With the pandemic entering its
second (and, hopefully, final)
year, the Pittsburgh Cultural
Trust has announced the return of
the Three Rivers Arts Festival --sort of.
The June 4 - 13
program is to be
a hybrid of
online programming combined
with a limited
(and scaled
down) in-person
events. No one should expect the
traditional aspects such as large,

www.pittsburghapplause.com

outdoor installations or the market
stalls at Gateway Center.
An online posting advises that
while "in-person, limited-capacity
events will remain free to attend,
but will require advance registration and timed entry." Stay updated by visiting the official web
site.

www.pittsburghaebook.com
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ViacomCBS’ Stock Woes
In the course of just three days,
the stock price of ViacomCBS
stock dropped a stunning 35%,
reports Mike Farrell for Next TV.
The company owns two television
stations (and through Entercom/
Audacy, four radio stations) in
Pittsburgh.

The drop came, in part, after the
reports by media analysts such as
Michael Nathanson. They are
responding to plans expanding
company's streaming efforts. This
include ViacomCBS' recent $3
billion stock offering to finance
some of these efforts. Nathanson
recently wrote that programmers
"who appear to abandon their
linear programming obligations
by rapidly shifting premium content over to their [direct-toconsumer] platforms run the risk

of getting dropped by" cable systems and satellite providers --- or,
at least, experience lower retransmission fees and the vital revenue
they generate.
Farrell's article points out that
"ViacomCBS receives about $12
per subscriber per month for its
linear channels line MTV, Comedy Central and Nickelodeon, and
just $6 for Paramount Plus and $2
for its mostly ad-supported Pluto
TV streaming offering."
In other news, CBS has announced a new 11-year agreement
with the National Football
League (NFL). The multiplatform
deal extends the company's rights
to carry NFL games through the
2033 season.
"The NFL has been a cornerstone
of CBS Sports programming for
man 60 years," said Sean
McManus of CBS Sports said in a
press release. "The NFL is the
most valuable content in all of
media."

Elly Awards News
Pittsburgh native and Emmy
Award winning performer Harvey
"Frzy" Daniels is one of the celebrities to host Steeltown's annual
Elly Awards.
The Elly Awards
Gala honors Pittsburgh's entertainment pioneers and
rising talent. Named after Steeltown's late founder, Ellen Weiss
Kander, the event gathers commu-

nity leaders, educators and entertainment industry professionals.
The 2021 event will be virtual and
the primary honoree is educator
and set construction professional
George Jaber.
Joining Frzy as co-host is local
actress and television personality
Daisy Jade.

www.pittsburghapplause.com

Entercom’s
New
Moniker
On March 30, media company
Entercom has announced a rebranding. The firm is now adopting the name Audacy.
Audacity owns four Pittsburgh
radio stations, mostly notably
KDKA-AM. The company is primarily owned by ViacomCBS. A
press release cites the growth and
acquisitions
made since being spun-off
from Viacom
three years ago.
“We have transformed into a fundamentally different and dramatically enhanced organization and
so it is time to embrace a new
name and brand identity which
better reflects who we have become and our vision for the future,” said Audacy's David Field,
explained in the release.
“‘Audacy’ captures our dynamic
creativity, outstanding content
and innovative spirit as we aspire
to build the country’s best audio
content and entertainment platform.”
Around the same time as the
name change, Audacy announced
a deal with MGM Resorts International making the latter's
BetMGM app "as a preferred
sports betting partner" for its radio
stations.

www.pittsburghaebook.com
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WIFM’s
Writing
Webinar
Writer, producer and director
Steve Cuden will lead a screenwriting webinar sponsored by the
local chapter of Women in Film
& Media (WIFM).

The Pittsburgh native's credits
range from animated television
series such as "The Batman" to
the hit Broadway musical "Jekyll
& Hyde." Cuden has also taught
at Point Park University.
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Artists Create Library Cards
A quartet of local artists have
created commemorative cards to
help the Carnegie Library of
Pittsburgh (CLP) celebrate the
institution's 125th anniversary.
The four artists
selected are
Takara Canty,
Cue Perry, D.S.
Kinsel and Janel
Young. Each
was asked to
create a new
library card inspired by the
question “What does 'free to the
people' mean to you?” [Scroll to
the "Images" sidebar below - ed.]
“When I thought about the theme
‘free to the people’, immediately,

my mind went to my experience
reading, especially when I was
younger,” Janel Young said in a
press release. “Growing up with
my mom being a reading specialist, I always felt like reading
books and stories were a form of
liberation; an escape, so I wanted
to show the transition to ‘freeing
the people’ through literature.”
Each of the other artists had a
similar point-of-view. "I really
connected to the idea of ‘Free to
the People’ and how CLP’s history offering free art, music and
literature was a true expression of
love" the same release quotes D.S.
Kinsel. "I believe the library allows for exploration of knowledge, culture and love by being
‘Free To The People’."

Images

According to a WIFM press release, the webinar "will focus on
the vital screenwriting elements in
many of the greatest motion picture scenes ever written and
filmed. Attendees will leave with
powerful tools to enhance their
work with creating and crafting
memorable and sellable screenplays."
Cost for this virtual seminar is
$10. Go to our website,

Four artists have been commissioned to create special library cards to
mark the Carnegie’s 125th birthday. Read the article above.

www.pittsburghapplause.com
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Creatures
Featured
A new, semi--permanent installation has opened at the Children's
Museum of Pittsburgh (CMP).

The eight-piece installation is
called "The Cryptid Critter
Crawl" was created by local artist
Owen Lowery. Each sculpture
represents from folklore and legend called a cryptid. Among the
best known cryptids (and featured
in the exhibit) such as Bigfoot and
the Loch Ness Monster.
“We are thrilled to launch an outdoor, socially-distanced museum
exhibit that everyone can explore
and enjoy,” said the CLP's Jane
Werner in a press release. “Our
recent expansion into MuseumLab has made us the largest children’s museum campus in the
country. 'The Cryptid Critter
Crawl' extends our outdoor footprint and creates a deeper connection between the museum, our
Northside neighbors and our
members and visitors.”
People are welcome to visit "The
Cryptid Critter Crawl" 24-hours a
day through late summer. Museum admission is not required.
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Unions Praise House Bill
To the cheers of the nation's unions, the United States House of
Representatives passed a bill to
remove many state restrictions on
labor organizing. Designated as
the Protecting
the Right to Organize (PRO)
Act, it was supported by the
Democrats and
five Republicans,
including Rep.
Brian Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania
(who co-sponsored).
“This past year has reminded us
how vulnerable workers are, and
this bill will give them muchneeded power to join a union and
protect themselves,” said Brandon

Lorenz of Actors’ Equity Association (AEA). “Theatre workers
know that being in a union provides access to better wages and
safety standards, and with the
PRO Act, more workers, including in the arts, will be able to organize. We are grateful for the
bipartisan support for the PRO
Act in the House and we urge the
Senate to pass it as soon as possible.”
However, the divided Senate
seems unlikely to consider the
bill, reports Vox's Ella Nilsen.
Details are available in Nilsen's
article.

Local Company’s Cox Deal
Pittsburgh-based audience research firm Matrix Solutions has
announced an agreement with
Cox Media Group (CMG),
which owns WPXI-TV, to provide aggregated data through their
specialized platform.

That platform, called Monarch
Media Ad Sales, is described by
the company as "a centralized hub
[that] connects disparate data
sources in the workflow to provide users complete visibility and
accessibility into their business."
Or, as Matrix also describes their
firm's mission to help "media

www.pittsburghapplause.com

companies to better monetize
their content."
“We have big plans and as such,
we needed to ensure we had an
enterprise-wide foundation for our
sales organization," CMG's Steve
Pruett said in a press release. "
Matrix was a logical solution for
us, they understand our business
and their software provides tools
that the account executive needs
to do their job successfully and
the Monarch system also unites
budgets, forecasting and actual
results to provide enhanced insights throughout our sales organization."
More about Matrix can be learned
by clicking
www.matrixformedia.com

www.pittsburghaebook.com
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Opportunities
Proposals are being accepted by the Friendship Community Group to beautify two pedestrian plazas and other
spaces in the city's Friendship neighborhood. Click to learn how to submit.
Artists interested in participating in this year's hybrid Three Rivers Arts Festival should visit the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust's information page here.
Four positions are available at the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and applications can be submitted here.
Instructors, a program presenter and a web manager are being sought by the Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh.
Click here to apply.

KDKA-TV, owned by ViacomCBS, is looking for two free-lance producers for their local programs. Click here.

An experienced artist/educator is being sought by the Children's Museum of Pittsburgh for the position of Creative Arts Manager. Details on this and other openings here.

Several administrative positions are available at the Pittsburgh headquarters of NEP Group. click here.

Reese “DJ Vex” Brown
(1979-2021)
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1. Famous town connected
with 29-Across
6. Kind of retriever, briefly
9. Speak from a dais
10. Boric or amino
11. Logarithmic integral function
12. Number of season 29-Across ran
13. Nickname the lead character
in 29-Across
15. Really big shoe size
17. Frat party staple
19. What 13-Across’ spouse was
21. Upside down frown
22. Ryan and Seth’s TV home, briefly
23. Accessory for a musket or cannon
26. Part of the Bible after OT
28. Overhead trains, briefly
29. Classic TV show and subject of
this puzzle.
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1. Writer who created 29-Across
2. Diva’s tune
3. Tra follower
4. UFO pilot
5. Track event
6. Popular 1980’s shoe brand
7. Pain
8. Quick nosh
14. Regular feature of 29-Across
16. Oafs
18. Over act
19. Earn
20. Total number of Emmy Awards wo
by 29-Across
24. The TV network that aired 29-Across
25. No longer young
26. Canadian province bordering the
US state ME
27. US state bordering the US state CT

