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Deal Struck; PSO Musicians End Strike 
Classic music fans had something 

extra to be grateful for this past 

Thanksgiving: the night before a 

deal had been reached between 

the Pittsburgh Symphony Or-

chestra (PSO) 

and its musi-

cians, ending a 

strike that lasted 

nearly two 

months. 

 

Members of the Pittsburgh Mu-

sicians Union (PMU) walked out 

on September 5 after declining the 

PSOôs insistence of major cuts --- 

including a 15% pay reduction --- 

because of what the orchestra 

argued is a financial crisis. 

KDKA broke the news on No-

vember 23 with union representa-

tive Micah Howard telling Paul 

Martino that their concessions are 

ñpainfulò but will ñhelp ensure the 

future of the organization. 

 

The five-year contract calls for a 

7½% pay cut the first year and a 

pay freeze the second. There will 

be raises in the next three con-

secutive years. It keeps the or-

chestra to its current 99 members 

(three positions will remain va-

cant) and two historians. The 

smaller cut is made possible with 

the support of an anonymous do-

nor.  

 

Michael Cooper, writing for the 

New York Times, described the 

walk-out as something that ñsent 

shock waves through the classical 

music world. The smaller Fort 

Worth Symphony Orchestra in 

Texas had gone on strike earlier 

that month (and remains out of 

work), and, also on Sept. 30, the 

storied Philadelphia Orchestra 

began a strike that lasted 48 

hours, raising new questions 

about how symphony orchestras 

are adapting to their 21st-century 

challenges.ò 

 

ñSince beginning negotiations in 

February, it has been a long and 

challenging path to reach a con-

tract agreement. There is no ques-

tion that it is necessary for the 

management team and the musi-

cians to embrace a significant 

amount of shared pain so that we 

can find a way forward,ò said 

Board Chair Devin McGranahan 

in a press release. ñWe appreciate 

the support and dedication of the 

Board of Trustees, our patrons, 

our government, community and 

foundation partners-and all those 

who helped to facilitate this out-

come and it is now time for our 

community to come together to 

support the future of this incredi-

ble institution.ò 

 

Bob Batz reports in the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette that each side ñalso 

agreed to transition the existing 

defined benefit pension plan to a 

defined contribution plan. Contri-

butions from the PSO into that 

new plan will be 8% per year.ò 

 

As a sign of gratitude, the PSO 

has scheduled two free concerts 

on December 2 and 4.  

 

The new contract runs through 

September 5, 2021. See Martinoôs 

report at http://

pitts-

burgh.cbslocal.com/2016/11/23/

pso-strike-ends-as-musicians-

management-agree-on-contract/ 
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A pair of major local philanthro-

pists have endowed the Carnegie 

Museum of Natural Historyôs 

director position with an impres-

sive $5 million gift. Itôs one of the 

four Carnegie Museums of Pitts-

burgh. 

 

Sharon Eberson broke the story in 

the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. The 

donation was made by Daniel 

Kamin and his wife Carole. He 

heads the Kamin Realty Com-

pany, which has been in the home 

development business since 1916. 

 

ñThe gift, to be given in install-

ments, reflects the coupleôs ongo-

ing connection the Carnegie Mu-

seums,ò Eberson writes. Mrs. 

Kamin is a long-time Natural His-

tory Museum board member/ 

Carnegie Gets $5 Million 

In other news, a Carnegie Mu-

seum of Art support organization 

has established a leadership insti-

tution for the next Carnegie Inter-

national.  

 

First staged in 1896, the Carnegie 

International is the oldest North 

American exhibition of interna-

tional contemporary art. The next 

program is scheduled for 2018. 

The support organization, the 

Friends of the Carnegie Interna-

tional (FCI), was established in 

2004. 

 

FCI has created the Keystone 

Group to help raise financing for 

the next International. Details are 

available at http://

press.cmoa.org/2016/11/02/

keystone-group/#more-1868 

One of Pittsburghôs premier thea-

ter critics, Alice Carter, died on 

November 26 at the age of 69 

after suffering a stroke. 

 

Carter entered the theater world as 

a costumer, then taking of various 

positions with local companies 

that include the Pittsburgh Ballet 

Theatre and the Pittsburgh 

Playhouse. She had be the theater 

critic for the Pittsburgh Tribune-

Review since 1997. 

 

Patrick Varine wrote an enlight-

ening and respective obituary in 

the Trib. ñ[Alice] was one of the 

reasons that the theater commu-

nity here is so thriving,ò he quotes 

City Theatreôs Tracey Brigden. 

ñShe was as much a part of the 

community as any playwright, 

actor or designer.ò 

 

Survivors include her husband, 

theater education professional 

Roderick Carter. Read the full 

obit at http://triblive.com/

obituaries/newsstories/11543779-

74/carter-theater-pittsburgh 

Alice Carter 

Dies 

A new five-year agreement has 

been announced between one of 

the nationôs leading arts/

entertainment unions and the op-

erators of Off-

Broadwayôs lead-

ing theaters. 

 

Formed in 1913, 

the Actors Equity 

Association 
(AEA) represents 

theater performers across the 

country with a special emphasis 

on Broadway and Off-Broadway. 

The union has hundreds of mem-

bers in the Pittsburgh region and 

many of the cityôs leading theater 

companies --- such as the Pitts-

burgh Public Theater and City 

Theatre --- operate Equity stages. 

Equity Signs New Deal 
In a press release, AEA calls it 

an historic agreement that 

ñcomes after six months of ne-

gotiation. The contract reunites 

the smaller Off-Broadway thea-

ters, previously known as 

ANTC, with the commercial 

and not-for-profit theaters rep-

resented by the Off -Broadway 

League. Now, all Off-

Broadway houses will be repre-

sented under one contract. The 

Union and the Off-Broadway 

League worked together to 

change the paradigm of Off-

Broadway, and this new con-

tract recognizes that.ò 

 

The release includes a state-

ment from AEA President Kate 

Shindle who explains that the 

wage increases ñwhile being able 

to support ourselves financially. 

We are thrilled at the result and 

overjoyed to be able to continue 

creating some of the most dy-

namic, exciting and creative thea-

tre in the world, in partnership 

with our friends and producers 

Off-Broadway.ò 
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The film version of the award 

winning play ñFencesò continues 

to earn positive reviews, with the 

latest by Todd McCarthy in the 

Hollywood Reporter. 

 

ñFencesò is the Pulitzer Prize win-

ning play by acclaimed Pittsburgh 

writer August Wilson (1945-

2005) and part of his famous ten-

part ñPittsburgh Cycleò program 

of plays. Itôs set in 1950s Pitts-

burgh and is centered on a former 

baseball player who is trying to 

support his family and put his life 

together after serving a prison 

sentence. ñFencesò first debuted 

on Broadway in 1987 and was 

most recently revived in 2010 

with Denzel Washington and Vi-

ola Davis in the lead roles. Both 

have reprised their performances 

for the film, which was made in 

ñFencesò Becoming Oscar Contender 
Pittsburgh and directed by Wash-

ington. 

 

In his review, McCarthy notes 

that the filmôs stage roots are very 

evident but that it ñoffers enough 

dramatic meat, boisterous humor 

and lived-in performances to hook 

audiences of all stripes.ò 

 

ñGreat in these roles onstage, 

Washington and Davis repeat the 

honors here, he with quicksilver 

shifts from ingratiating tall-tale-

telling and humor to bulldog-like 

demands to his wife and offspring 

that he be treated like the boss 

king he fancies himself to be.ò 

 

Varietyôs Owen Gleiberman has 

called the production ñtoweringò 

adding that it has ñpassages of 

fierce and moving powerò while 

admitting the same stagey feel 

that McCarthy wrote about. 

 

The aggregate web site Rotten 

Tomatoes gives the film a 90% 

approval rating and there is con-

siderable talk of Academy 

Awards honors.  

 

Read McCarthyôs  full review at 

http://

www.hollywoodreporter.com/

review/fences-review-946013 and 

Gleibermanôs at http://

variety.com/2016/film/reviews/

fences-review-denzel-washington

-1201921332/ 
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The Pittsburgh-based American 

Cable Association (ACA) issued 

a carefully balanced statement on 

the election of businessman and 

reality TV star 

Donald J. Trump 

to be the next 

United States 

President. 

 

ACA is a trade 

organization representing nearly 

750 smaller and medium-sized, 

independent cable companies who 

provide broadband services for 

nearly 7 million cable subscribers 

primarily located in rural and 

smaller suburban markets across 

America. 

 

The statement reads as follows: 

"ACA congratulates President-

elect Donald J. Trump and all 

Senators and House members 

elected to serve in the new Con-

gress. We also thank those who 

have served in Washington for 

their commitment to our country. 

ACA --- which has a proud tradi-

tion of working with lawmakers, 

irrespective of party --- looks for-

ward to working with the newly 

elected and re-elected lawmakers 

on the vital communications is-

sues facing ACA's members and 

customers in our unique commu-

nities." 

 

ACA Carefully Congrats Trump  
In other ACA news, the organiza-

tion has filed a legal brief in a 

copyright infringement suit in-

volving one of Cox Enterpriseôs 

major divisions (Coxôs television 

subsidiary includes Pittsburghôs 

WPXI-TV). 

 

Cox Communications provides 

digital cable television, telecom-

munications and home automation 

services to more than six million 

customers. On December 17, 

2015, a federal jury held Cox li-

able for the copyright infringe-

ments allegedly made by its inter-

net subscribers and awarded the 

plaintiff --- music publishing gi-

ant BMG --- $25 million in dam-

ages. Cox has spent the time since 

preparing a detailed appeal, based 

largely on the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act (DMCA). 

 

The ACAôs Matthew M. Polka 

defended the internet service pro-

vider (ISP) in a statement that 

reads: "ISPs rely on DMCA im-

munity in the face of what would 

otherwise be business-altering 

litigation risk. The DMCA safe 

harbor is vital to ISPs given sub-

scribers' peer-to-peer file-sharing 

because ISPs lack the ability (or 

obligation) to monitor and investi-

gate every instance a subscriber is 

alleged to use P2P applications to 

share infringing material," 

 

More information is available 

online at http://americancable.org/

node/5936 

Speaking of Donald Trumpôs 

surprise victory in the Electoral 

College, a Pittsburgh-area 

singer/songwriter has written an 

interesting essay for a recent 

issue of Billboard. 

 

ñSixty-eight percent of the peo-

ple where I live [Beaver 

County] voted for Donald 

Trump, writes Matthew Ryan. 

ñI am seething, but I am also 

trying to see the fuller picture.ò 

 

Ryan adds that ñrural whites are 

often dismissed as stuck; cling-

ing to their Bibles and guns. 

But Trump spoke directly to 

their pasts and their contribu-

tions. He told them the life they 

knew was possible again. And 

even if that proves to be the con 

that many of us suspect, it was 

only through thinking hard about 

this article that I realized, yes, 

many of these Rust Belt commu-

nities are white, and some are 

racist, but above all, they are 

communities that are getting left 

behind in todayôs America.ò 

 

Read the full essay at http://

www.billboard.com/articles/

news/magazine-feature/7581149/

trump-working-class-whites-

matthew-ryan 

Local Artist Comments 

On Trump Victory  
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