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COVID Update 
With the newly installed Biden Admini-

stration doing something that its predeces-

sor didn't --- namely a COVID-19 vaccine 

distribution plan --- arts & entertainment 

entities are making plans of their own. 

 

ñI think [the plan is] very promising,ò local 

concert promoter Brian Drusky told The 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette's Scott Mervis. ñI 

also think it's going to depend on numbers 

starting to decline and the roll out of vacci-

nations faster than they are happening right 

now. The industry as a whole is already 

starting to plan in that direction.ò 

 

Concerts are being booked at PPG Paints 

Arena, Heinz Field and other venues. 

 

ñWeôre focused on preparing for the re-

starting of live, in-person events in 2021,ò 

says Patron Technology's Marc Jenkins in 

a press release. Patron's assets include 

Pittsburgh-based ShowClix ticketing ser-

vice. ñWith that said, nobody knows ex-

actly when that will be, so itôs just as im-

portant that we continue to support our 

clients with our virtual technology solution 

and timed entry tools to simplify social 

distancing measures." 

 

The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust  is aiming 

for a September return of the Pittsburgh 

Broadway Series. ñWe are proud to have 

preserved most of the originally scheduled 

2020-2021 PNC Broadway in Pittsburgh 

season shows,ò the Trust's Marc Fleming is 

quoted by the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review's 

Shirley McMarlin. The season (if it hap-

pens as planned) will begin September 7 

with "Hadestown." 

 

Film and television production is also start-

ing to resume. On January 28, SAG-

AFTRA  reached an agreement with pro-

ducers to lift the recommendation to pause 

production in Southern California effective 

February 1 following advice from state 

public health officials. Local pro-

duction is slowly coming back, 

too. The Netflix  series "Archive 

81" is currently shooting on the 

city's North Side.  

 

Some area museums have already 

reopened for limited operations. 

 

James Richards, publisher of 

Pittsburgh Applause, is also pre-

paring his projects for the return 

of business activity. These include 

PGHevents: The Pittsburgh 

Events Web Site 

(www.pghevents.net) --- which 

hasn't posted any events in nearly 

a year --- the online version of 

The Pittsburgh A&E Book 

(www.pittsburghaebook.com) and 

Channel Pittsburgh 

(www.channelpittsburgh.org). 

 

However, not everyone is con-

vinced the rollout will happen as 

planned. On January 21, Actors' 

Equity Association released a 

statement of concern: "The theatre 

industry has been closed for over 

10 months now, and it has no 

hope of fully returning, and bring-

ing back jobs, if we donôt hit criti-

cal mass with vaccines." 

SOS News 
The Small Business Administra-

tion (SBA) continues to develop 

its execution of the Save Our 

Stages federal grant program 

which is now being called the 

Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) 

Grant. 

 

$2 billion is reserved for eligible 

applications with 50 full-time em-

ployees or less. Eligible applicants 

may qualify for grants equal to 45% 

of their gross earned revenue. The 

maximum amount available for a 

single grant award of $10 million. 

Meanwhile, local coffee shop 

chain Black Forge Coffee has 

created a special blend with 20% 

of the proceeds benefitting a relief 

fund established by the National 

Independent Venue Association. 

Place an order by clicking here. 

 

SVO application information is 

available at https://www.sba.gov/

funding-programs/loans/

coronavirus-relief-options/

shuttered-venue-operators-grant 
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