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COVID Relief 

Special Report 
After months of struggle and lob-

bying, the nation's arts/

entertainment industry is finally 

getting help: the long proposed 

Save Our Stages Act has been 

rolled into the COVID relief 

package with $15 billion for grant 

programs to benefit live venues, 

independent movie theaters and 

cultural institutions such as muse-

ums and zoos. 

 

"We secured the #SaveOurStages 

Act for indie music venues, 

Broadway, comedy clubs, indie 

movie theaters, and more," Senate 

Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 

(D-NY) tweeted on December 20. 

"These are people’s jobs and live-

lihoods, and they need this help 

now. I won’t stop fighting for 

them." 

 

Exempt from the grant program 

are publically traded and multina-

tional companies; firms that oper-

ate in more than 10 states; busi-

nesses with more than 500 full-

time employees or have received 

at least 10% of their revenue from 

government sources. In addition, 

many small newspapers, TV sta-

tions and radio stations will be 

eligible for Paycheck Protection 

Program loans. 

 

The grants will be administered 

by the Small Business Associa-

tion (SBA), reports Sarah Whitten 

and Jacob Pramuk for CNBC. 

"The entities can use the money 

for costs such as rent or mortgage 

payments, utilities, payroll, insur-

ance and maintenance to comply 

with public health guidelines." 

 

Response to the assistance is 

mixed. 

 

“This bill does indeed contain 

valuable provisions," Actors Eq-

uity Association (AEA) president 

Kate Shindle says in a press re-

lease. "Unfortunately, our indus-

try will not yet have recovered 

when this new round of unem-

ployment provisions expire, creat-

ing uncertainty for millions of 

middle-class Americans who 

make our living in the arts and 

entertainment sector. The package 

also fails to provide COBRA 

funding for arts workers, who are 

losing their health insurance 

through no fault of their own dur-

ing the industry shutdown." 

 

SAG-AFTRA's president, Gabri-

elle Carteris, announced on De-

cember 22 that "we have been 

calling lawmakers’ attention to 

the disparity faced by those who 

have nontraditional employment 

arrangements --- like our per-

former members. Thanks to those 

efforts, the new bill includes addi-

tional $100 weekly payments [on 

top of the $300 most unemployed 

people receive - ed.] for mixed 

income earners." Nevertheless, 

she conceded that "there is more 

to be done in the challenging 

months ahead." 

 

Both the non-profit and commer-

cial spheres have been pummeled 

by the pandemic. Film and televi-

sion production in Pittsburgh has 

essentially ceased while produc-

tion in Los Angeles has started 

and stopped repeatedly. Dead-

line's Anthony D'Alessandro re-

ports that the "closure of theaters 

from mid-March until late Au-

gust, with 2020 seeing a $2.7 bil-

lion total gross --- down 80% for 

the year." 

 

Richard Piacentini of Phipps 

Conservatory and Botanical 

Garden told WESA-FM's Bill 

O'Driscoll that the repeated pan-

demic closures (especially the 

December shutdown) "couldn’t 

be worse timing for us." Phipps 

earns about 70% of its revenue 

from admissions and event rent-

als. 

 

It's live performance --- plays, 

concerts, musicals, opera --- that 

has suffered the most. Hundreds 

of actors, musicians and others 

throughout the region have lost 
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income due to cancelled or de-

layed shows (some of Club 

Cafe's 2020 schedule has even 

been pushed into 2022). Pennsyl-

vania's plan to ease restrictions 

starting January 4 may also pro-

vided some limited help.  

 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette re-

ports that the Pittsburgh Sym-

phony Orchestra (PSO) 

"canceled more than 120 concerts, 

resulting in $5.6 million in missed 

revenue. The symphony has ap-

plied for a $1.73 million grant 

from the Regional Asset District 

for general operating support." 

 

“We are on a long road to recov-

ery," Drusky Entertainment's 

Adam Valen told Next Pitts-

burgh's Michael Machosky. "But 

we can now start to think about 

COVID Relief 

Special Report Continues 

what’s next for our industry, now 

that it looks like we will be able 

to see the other side. We thank the 

legislature for expanding the PUA 

[Pandemic Unemployment Assis-

tance] extension, which will pro-

vide support to all our businesses 

staff, who have been displaced at 

no fault of their own.” 

 

The web site of the National In-

dependent Venue Association 
(NIVA) --- the leader of the Save 

Our Stages Act --- includes an 

announcement that they have 

"assembled the Implementation 

Task Force and is working with 

the Small Business Administra-

tion as they promulgate regula-

tions --- we are working hard to 

make sure that NIVA members 

receive the help they need via this 

program. We seek to ensure the 

emergency relief is dispersed as 

Congress intended, that the in-

structions and process to apply for 

grants ensure that the process is 

implemented accurately, fairly 

and as expediently as possible." 

NIVA also warns that it may take 

"many weeks, even months" be-

fore applications can be received 

and grants awarded. 

 

“I’m really proud that this could 

provide the vehicle to save so 

many industries,” NIVA's Dayna 

Frank told Jon Blistein of Rolling 

Stone. “It’s not just live music and 

stages that need support; all of 

America is hurting. So if this can 

be the vehicle, that is a great 

source of pride. But I think as our 

champions have stated, it couldn’t 

come at the expense of those of us 

that are a week from going out of 

business.” 
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Click the graphic above to see a 

relevant KDKA-TV news report. 

Click the graphic above to see a 

local SOS video promo. 

https://cbsloc.al/34DuXlI
https://youtu.be/8ZA979cLZUw
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COVID Relief 

Special Report Continues 

Applying For S.O.S. Help 

The Small Business Administration must write and implement regulations to administer the Save Our Stages 

program. After that is completed, it will begin accepting initial grant applications. Applications for supplemental 

grants will likely not be accepted until on or after April 1, 2021. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE 

 Live performance venue 

operators and promoters 

 Performing arts          

organizations 

 Theatrical producers 

 Talent representatives 

 Motion picture theatre 

operators 

 Non-profit museums 
 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Generally, the venues at which the live venue operator or promoter, theatrical producer, or live 

performing arts organization operator promotes, produces, manages, or hosts live concerts, 

comedy shows, theatrical productions, or other events by performing artists or the artists and 

entertainers represented or managed by the talent representative perform must have all of the 

following characteristics: 

 

 A defined performance and audience space. 

 Mixing equipment, a public address system, and a lighting rig. 

 Engages 1 or more individuals to carry out at least 2 of the following roles: sound engineer, 

booker, promoter, stage manager, security personnel, box office manager. 

 Imposes a paid ticket or cover charge to attend most performances and artists are paid fairly 

and do not play for free or solely for tips (except fundraisers/charities).  

 Events are produced and managed primarily by paid employees, not volunteers. 

 Performances are marketed through print or online media. 

 

SCROLL DOWN 

TO PAGE FIVE 
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Click the logo above for the 

Small Business Administration 

web site for updates. 

COVID Relief 

Special Report Continues 

Applying For S.O.S. Help 

GRANT AMOUNTS 
 

 The initial grant amount will be equal to 45% of 2019 gross 

earned revenue. 

 If funds remain after initial grants are distributed, a second 

grant equal to 50% of the initial grant amount may be 

awarded to entities still experiencing 70% earned revenue 

loss when comparing the first quarter of 2021 with the first 

quarter of 2019. The total amount of the initial and supple-

mental grants awarded may not exceed $10 million. 

 

HOW THE FUNDS MAY BE USED 
 

Allowable expenses include payroll, rent payments, mortgage 

payments, utilities, debt payments for debt incurred in the ordi-

nary course of business, personal protection equipment, inde-

pendent contractor payments (up to $100,000 per year), mainte-

nance expenses, administrative costs including fees and licens-

ing costs, state and local taxes and fees, operating leases, insur-

ance, and advertising, travel and capital expenditures for live 

performances. 

Source: the National Independent Venue Association (NIVA). 

https://www.sba.gov/


https://www.vls.com/
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With two (and possibly soon 

three) COVID-19 vaccines, some 

organizations are making tentative 

plans for a return to live perform-

ance. This includes the Pitts-

burgh Cultural 

Trust (PCT). 

reports Shirley 

McMarlin for 

the Pittsburgh 

Tribune Review. 

 

The Trust has set September 7 for 

the return of the Pittsburgh Broad-

way Series with a touring produc-

tion of the musical "Hadestown." 

 

“We are proud to have preserved 

most of the originally scheduled 

Trust Plans For 

Post-COVID Era 
2020-2021 PNC Broadway in 

Pittsburgh season shows,” the 

PCT's Marc Fleming told McMar-

lin. “We have been using our 

‘intermission’ to keep in contact 

with producers, booking agents 

and national tours and stay up to 

date with the news of the indus-

try.” 

 

2019-2020 season ticket holders 

will be given priority for the up-

coming season that also includes 

the Broadway megahit 

"Hamilton" and a new production 

of the classic musical 

"Oklahoma!" 

A group of artists have pooled 

their talents to support the strug-

gling Mr. Roboto Project, re-

ports Kylie Thomas for Pitts-

burgh City Paper. 

 

Mr. Roboto Project is an all-

volunteer performance and art 

space specializing in alternative 

music. As such, it often in a deli-

cate financial position. Board 

member and little-known booking 

agent Brett Shumaker has spear-

headed the creation of an album 

series called "The Mr. Roboto 

Project Benefit Compilation" to 

help the organization to pay its 

rent and other bills. 

 

The artists featured --- such as 

Church Girls, Shin Guard and 

Proper --- are known to a small 

fan base but it is hoped that their 

combined followers will buy 

enough $5 albums to aid the 

venue. 

 

“Roboto means a lot to me,” 

Shumaker told Thomas. "I've 

booked more shows there than 

any other venue in the city. It's a 

completely volunteer-run venue 

that's been around for 21 years. 

With so many venues struggling 

and closing up recently, I wanted 

to do my part to help it stick 

around.” 

 

The albums are only available via 

digital download by clicking here. 

COVID 

Album Series 

Benefits 

Roboto 

https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/reopening
https://dltsgdom.bandcamp.com/
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Images 

Carnegie Mellon University alum David L. Lander died on 

December 4, 2020 at the age of 73. He is best known for his support-

ing role in the popular TV sitcom “Laverne & Shirley.” 

On December 15, employees of 

the Carnegie Museums of Pitts-

burgh (CMP) formally to union-

ize under the United Steelworker 

Union.  

 

Pittsburgh Applause has been 

following this process in the July 

2020 issue, the August 2020 issue 

and the November 2020 issue. Of 

the 529 eligible employees, 79% 

voted yes to a union. 

Carnegie Employees’ 

Final Union Vote 

“From the start of the unioniza-

tion effort, we have emphasized 

our respect for the right of em-

ployees to seek union representa-

tion if they wished to do so,” 

CMP's Steven Knapp said in a 

press release. “We look forward 

now to negotiating with the 

United Steelworkers to achieve a 

collective bargaining agreement 

that will be consistent with our 

mission of service to the commu-

nity and our commitment to en-

suring that our staff members 

enjoy a safe, inclusive, and col-

laborative workplace.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic has 

caused high numbers of unem-

ployed and furloughed people. 

But they have been hiring at the 

Carnegie Museum of Art. 

 

Marylynne Pitz reports for the 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette that the 

museum has "hired more than a 

dozen new employees this year, 

including staff for three key posi-

tions." 

 

These include Ronald Lee New-

man as deputy director; Aryn 

Beitz as deputy director for design 

and publishing; Dana Bishop-

Root as director of education and 

public programs; Talia heiman as 

curatorial assistant; and Jordan 

Bohannon as digital content man-

ager. 

Carnegie 

Hires 

http://www.pittsburghapplause.com/pittsburghapplausejuly2020.pdf
http://www.pittsburghapplause.com/pittsburghapplausejuly2020.pdf
http://www.pittsburghapplause.com/pittsburghapplauseaugust2020.pdf
http://www.pittsburghapplause.com/pittsburghapplausenovember2020.pdf
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902


https://www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com/
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The expanded MuseumLab at the 

Children's Museum of Pitts-

burgh (CMP) has won top honors 

in an architecture awards pro-

gram, the museum announced on 

December 3. 

 

Online architecture and design 

magazine Dezeen has presented 

The Dezeen Awards for three 

years. The program aims to recog-

nize the best architecture, interior 

and design projects. MuseumLab 

was named Civic and Cultural 

Interior of the Year out of some 

1,300 entries. It opened in 2019 in 

what was the north side branch of 

the Carnegie Library of Pitts-

burgh.  

 

Museum Receives 

Design Award 

Architectural firm KoningEizen-

berg stripped award the additions 

made in the 1970's to the hand-

some 1890 structure. The result 

freed the building's original gran-

deur.  

 

CMP's press release quotes the 

judges as describing MusemLab 

as "a wonderfully articulated and 

resolved design approach turns a 

technical and budgetary challenge 

on its head, and succeeds in sur-

passing what the project sets out 

to achieve. The focus on the end-

user is evident, as is the collabora-

tive effort it must have taken." 

 

MuseumLab offers experimental 

art, making and tech programs for 

youth, as well as space for com-

munity events, educator training 

and event rentals. 

Ever since it opened in 1990, a 

popular outdoor venue in rural 

Burgettstown has had five differ-

ent names. Now, reports 

Patch.com's Eric Heyl, it has been 

a sixth moniker. 

What was originally called the 

Coca-Cola Star Lake Amphithea-

ter holds about 23,000 patrons 

and has hosted artists such as 

Billy Joel, the Grateful Dead, 

Metallica and Josh Groban as well 

as numerous music festivals. 

Owner and operator Live Nation 

is now calling it The Pavilion at 

Star Lake. 

 

The facility had most recently 

been named after sponsor S&T 

Bank. However, writes Heyl, 

"S&T's investment in the naming 

likely did not bring the bank the 

publicity it sought with the invest-

ment, as the amphitheater's entire 

2020 concert schedule had to be 

canceled because of the coronavi-

rus outbreak." 

Star Lake 

Renamed 

(Again) 

http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
https://www.dezeen.com/


Keep Your Eyes 

On Us! 

As venues finalize their new 

schedules, we’ll update 

our event listings! 



Opportunities 
Applications are being accepted by SAG-AFTRA for annual scholarships through the John L. Dales Scholarship 

Fund and the George Heller Memorial Scholarship Fund. Four types of scholarships are granted to SAG-AFTRA 

members and dependents of SAG-AFTRA members for study at accredited universities, colleges, junior colleges, 

adult specialty schools and trade/vocational schools. For the details and application click here. 

 

Engineering and carpentry jobs are available at NEP Group. 

 

The Pittsburgh Opera has an immediate opening and is seeking qualified applicants for the position of Manager 

of Artistic Administration. 

 

KDKA-AM  is seeking a news reporter/anchor as well as a full-time producer. 

 

Positions open at the Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh include retail, maintenance, finance and research. See the 

full list by clicking here. 

 

WPXI-TV has an opening for a digital campaign specialist. 

https://www.projectcasting.com/tag/pittsburgh/
https://actorsequity.org/resources/DoNotWork/
https://www.sagaftra.org/news-events/all-news
https://sagaftra.foundation/assistance/scholarship-programs/
https://www.nepgroup.com/career/current-openings
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/about/employment-internships
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/about/employment-internships
https://entercom.avature.net/careers/JobDetail/News-Reporter-Anchor-for-KDKA-Radio/15512
https://entercom.avature.net/careers/JobDetail/Full-Time-Producer-KDKA-Radio/15622
https://carnegiemuseums.org/opportunities/search-careers/
https://cmg.jobs.net/en-US/job/digital-campaign-specialist/J3P2LD6BNCC4WFZ73JY
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Ashok Sinha has been named by 

Entercom Communications Cor-

poration as the company's new Sen-

ior Vice President with a portfolio 

encompassing corporate communica-

tions and public relations. 

Entercom is owned primarily by 

ViacomCBS and includes local 

radio station KDKA-AM. Sinha 

most recently led the communica-

tions of the technology compo-

nent of AT&T's WarnerMedia 

division. In a press release, Sinha 

describes himself as "a lifelong 

consumer of music and the spoken 

word, I believe in the power of audio 

and its ability to engage, entertain and 

inform the world." 

 

“Ashok is the perfect candidate to 

spearhead the evolution of our corpo-

rate communications and PR function 

as we further our position as a lead-

ing, multi-platform audio content and 

entertainment company,” said Enter-

com's Paul Suchman in the same 

press release. “His experience driving 

communications strategies for promi-

nent media companies along with his 

deep industry knowledge is a winning 

combination as Entercom continues 

to build the future of audio.” 

 

Sinha assumes his new position 

sometime this month. 

KDKA-AM 

Owner Hires 

Ashok Sinha 

Opera Promotes Boldwin 
Robert Boldin has been promoted 

by the Pittsburgh Opera to be 

Director of Artistic Operations. 

He had been Artistic Administra-

tor.  

“I am delighted that we now have 

an opportunity to provide Rob 

with additional responsibilities,” 

the opera's Christopher Hahn said 

in a press release; “his promotion 

is the logical next step for this 

talented, hard-working opera pro-

fessional.” 

 

The company has also announced 

that some of its resident artists 

have shined during a Metropoli-

tan Opera program. That pro-

gram is called the National Coun-

cil Auditions, which is designed 

to discover promising young op-

era singers and assist in the devel-

opment of their careers. These 

performers are soprano Veronique 

Filloux, lyric soprano Ashley Fa-

bian, tenor Terrence Chin-Loy 

and chorister Chantel Braziel. 

 

Meanwhile, long-time managing 

director, William Powers, is leav-

ing the company to become ex-

ecutive director of the Pittsburgh 

Youth Symphony Orchestra. 

http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
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Across 

Down 

1. He had literary adventures with Clay. 

9. Most evil. 

10. Chemistry reference to 

 hydrogen power. 

11. Mineral often found in granite. 

12. Signal, as on a stage. 

13. Poland’s second-largest river. 

14. Employee-owned firm behind the 

 Hoover Dam Bypass. 

15. Pittsburgh author who is the focus of  

 this puzzle (with 12-Down). 

18. A pal or dude by another name. 

19. Famed Apache leader. 

22. Jump. 

23. Japanese television network, initially. 

25. To direct something with a compass. 

28. A novel about a frustrated novelist. 

 

 

 

 

Last Month’s Solution 

2. Very eager. 

3. A very bad habit. 

4. Warning. 

5. South Korean rapper and songwriter. 

6. Abraham and Sarah’s son. 

7. Movie hero who sought to 

 “phone home.” 

8. He may be the protagonist in the 2004  

 novella The Final Solution: A Story  

 of Detection. 

10. Social entrepreneur and mixed martial  

 artist Daniel. 

11. 2016 novel blending fact with fiction. 

12. See 14-Across. 

16. Precursor to Spike TV, initially. 

17. Thinking organ. 

20. Noted architect Saarinen, to pals. 

21. Common newspaper section. 

24. Dried grass. 

26. Ten books by Aristotle, initially. 

27. The 26th President of the United States,  

 to fans and supporters. 
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