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Two Dismissals @ Two Key Media Outlets

The June 13 firing of lontime Pittsburgh

PostGazettepolitical cartoonist Rob

Rogers has sparked outrage in media cir-

cles--- especially among journalists.

The newspaper .

dates back to 178 ]
when it was callec

simply thePitts-

burgh Gazettelt
has one six pres-

tigious Pulitzer Prizes, the first in 1938.

Block Commumnications, Inc.

he told theColumbia Journalism
Review
PostGazette25 years ago, it was
to come up with my own ideas

iwhen | wa s

Eagle's owner/president.
hired by the

Rob Rossi, a columnist for the

conservativePittsburgh Tribune

and draw those ideas, not to be an Reviewhas been tapped to replace

il lustrator of
ideas. 0

His dismissal follows that of
Pittsburgh City Papeeditorin-
chief Charlie Deitch regarding his
critical editorial of a conservative

Rob Rogers has been with newspaper since state politician from rural Butler

1993 and many of his cartoons have re-

ceived national attention.

He recently submitted cartoons that are
critical of President Donald J. Trump. The
paper refused to print them and eventually

fired him.

Like most newspapers, tiostGazette
has been losing readers and money for

years. The owneBlock Communica-

tions, has responded with an extensive
restructuring that included offering early
retirements, consolidation of different de-
partments and a move from the paper's
historic downtown building to new offices
on the city's North Side. The paper has also
announced that this fall it will go from
publishing a print edition 7 days a week to

5.

A key part of the restructuring was merg-
ing thePostGazette'diberal editorial de-
partment with that of another Block paper,
Toledo's conservativEhe Blade This put
the latter's chief editor, Keith Burris, in

charge of both papers' aul sections.

Burris is known to be a strong supporter of

Mr. Trump.

AA political

vocative, and is meant to cover people in
t hose

power and keep

County. The alternative weekly,
known for its liberal bent, was
acquired byeagle Media Corpo-
ration in 2016. The company is
based in Butler County and also
publishes th&utler Eagle It has
been alleged that a connection
exists between the politician and

s dDeaiteho Meanwhil¢, Rab Ragers

has joined the staff of the starnp
weeklyPittsburgh Current.

Among those expressing concern
regard the Rogers situation is Me-
diaPost.com' s Melynda Fuller,
who has posted an extensive com-
mentary ahttps://
www.mediapost.com/
publications/article/321206/as
postgazettecartoonistis-fired-

the-newy.html

Local Rapper Killed

Up-andcoming local rapper
Jimmy Wopo was killed in a drive
-by shooting on June 18.

Wopo's real name was Travon
Smart. He was born in Pittsburgh
on January 13, 1997. He began
uploading songs to the web in
early 2015 and starting attracting
national attention the following
year with the single "EIm Street."

Reflecting on the artisBill-
board'sWill Schube called Wopo
"already seemingly fulijormed
as an artist" even while a teen-
ager. Schube described his work
as a dichotomy between a life of

car t oo njoyandthe sonstast Uil froma o

world he left behind that made
peopl e

account afeade, o

"Wopo such a unigue voice. He
always had one eye on the streets,
stuck between an ascendant rap
career and staying loyal to the

Hill District that bred him. Find-
ing that balance, especially as a
21 year old, is damn near impossi-
ble." Read the full article at
https://www.billboard.com/
articles/columns/hip
hop/8461884/jimmywopo-tribute
-pittsburghrapper

While sitting in his car with an-
other man, a gunman fired hitting
both. The other man survived, but
the rapper died soon after arriving
at a local hospital. Wopo was 21

years ¢Jd: A press time, no sus-
pects or motives have been identi-
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C'mon Over, Neighbor!
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The Plttsbmgh Banjo Club
is proud to be part of the North Side

Join us at our weekly rehearsal.
"T'he admission is free and the atmosphere is lively as the audience sings along.

400 Cedar Avenue
(Next to Giant Eagle)
Call 412-321-1834
tfor Group Reservations

Every Wednesday
8 PM

"ThePittsburghBanjoClub.com



https://www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com/
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Travel Ban Affecting Artists & Museums

The Trump Administration's con-
troversial travel ban is supposed
to be for security reasons. Critics
insist that it is an act of bigotry.
The United States Supreme Court
upheld it on June 26. Whatever
the real motivation, there may be
an unintended consequeneeby
making it harder for some artists
to participate in American pro-
grams, including those in Pitts-
burgh.

"Early consequences of the travel
ban have already begun to un-
fold," writes Gabriella Angeleti

KDKA -T V

Jay Howell has been named by
CBS Corporation as the new
general manager of their Pitts-
burgh television stations KDKA
and

WPCW.

e QGBS

point is CORPORATION
something

of a homecoming for Howell, a
Carnegie Mellon University
graduate whose father ran WRXI|
TV from 1984 to 2001.

iwe are thril
with Jaybs en
II{Channel
BNl Pittsburgh

b -
" -'
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for The Art NewspapeShe ex-
plains that "even artists who were
born in the countries targeted by
the ban, but who are American or
European citizens, have faced
hurdles travelling to the US for
work. Last month, theos Ange-
les County Museum of Art
launched a comprehensive exhibi-
tion of contemporary Iranian art,
but many of the artists included in
the showcould not attend the
opening.”

The most higkprofile Pittsburgh
event that the ban may impact is

0S New

record of success and great local
connections leading our opera-
tions in
Dunn, president of CBS Televi-
sion Stations, in a press release.
AKDKA has |l ong
top stations in the country and we
are pleased to have Jay moving
back home to help us build on its
great legacy and continue to grow
our business on the digital plat-
forms that will ensure our future
success. 0

Howell has been running CBS'

| e d stations m &acramesto an@ begins _ _
t h u i mew position tbisingpnth. r a c kiress Factory is looking forward to

Join our group on

inked

b E@shurah n o

the Carnegie International. How-
ever, at press time, it remains un-
clear if it will be affected. An
official list of nations being repre-
sented in the International doesn't
include any of those on the ban.

Only time will tell if the Interna-
tional or any other Pittsburgh arts
program will run up against the

Mattress

New ED

Michael Olijnyk has been named
t e ecutive director of the
MaTtlress Factory.

Olinjyk succeeds founding execu-

Pitt s b u rtiveRiregor BatarajLudereskie r

who died suddenly on May 30 at
the age of 88. [Sedune 2018

t h o
closely with

Luderoski

since the museum's official incor-
poration in 1977.

n f

Applause
Ed.] He had

worked

Board Chairman Michael White
said in a press

the future under the leadership of
Michael Olijnyk. We are confi-

dent that
passion for the museum will con-
tinue to inspire the artists and art
l overs of the

Olinjyk's ascension was part of a
long-established plan should Lud-
eroski retire.
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Warhol Museum Wants
Andy Warhol Honored

MediaPost.com's Steve McClellan
reports that the Andy Warhol Mu-
seum--- part of theCarnegie
Museums of Pittsburgh--- is
petitioning 'the Cannes Lions to
consider a posthumous award for
the iconic artist and onéme ad-
vertising illustrator."

CARNEGIE | MUSEUMS
OF PITTSBURGH

Four distinctive museums

Begun in 1954, the Cannes Lions
International Festival of Creativ-
ity is an annual seveday event
celebrating professionals in adver-
tising, communications.

Andy Warhol began his career
working for departments stores

and advertising agencies. That era
is examined in the museum's cur-
rent exhibition, "Adman: Warhol
Before Pop." Read more fttps://
www.mediapost.com/
publications/article/321035/
warholmuseurapetitionscannes
for-a-posthumoutdi.html

In other newsPittsburgh City
Paper'sAlex Gordon reports that
the band Third Eye Blind is do-
nating profits from its new EP
"Thanks for Everything" to the
Warhol. Lead singer Stephan Jen-
kins explains thatwe love

[Andy] Warhol and so much of
his sensibility has influenced us."
The full interview is available at
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/
FFW/archives/2018/06/27/why
third-eyeblind-is-dedicatingits-
new-ep-to-thewarhotmuseum

Big NYC Warhol Show

One of New York City's most
prestigious art institutions is gear-
ing up for a huge Andy Warhol
exhibition.

"Andy Warhol--- From Ato B
and Back Again" opens Novem-
ber 12 at théVhitney Museum

of American Art. The exhibit is
so huge, report§he Art Newspa-
per'sHannah McGiven, that it
will take up more than half of the
museum.

Planning took several years, the
museum's Ada Weinberg tells
McGiven.

www.pittsburghapplause.com

"The long gestation reflects a trio
of significant curatorial chal-
l enges posed

- both 'a vast amount of knowl-
edge' and 'a lot of space’ are
needed to approach and represent
its sheer volume comprehen-
sively, while sevenand eight

figure sales prices have raised the
insurance costs for loans beyond
the reach of most museums to-
day."

Read the full article dittps://
www.theartnewspaper.com/news/
andywarholwhitney The exhibit
will close at the Whitney in

March and then travel to San
Francisco and Chicago.

New Music
Royalty Law
Advances

A major effort to modernize the
music licensing system has
cleared a major hurdle, reports
Billboard's Ed Christman.

Protecting copyright and collect-
ing due royalties has become in-
creasingly complex in this era of
online streaming. However, the
Music Modernization Act--
which was recently approved
unanimously by the US Senate
Judiciary Committee-- seeks to
address this with the creation of
an agency called the Mechanical
Licensing Collective.

Christman's article cites suppor-
tive statements from various in-
dustry organizations, including
Chris Harrison of th®igital Me-
dia Association Christman

quotes Harrison praising the bill
as a way to make igasier for
songwriters and copyright owners
to verify the accuracy of royalty

by \RYMaNis Mmasie” Reag thefull

article athttps://
www.billboard.com/articles/
business/8463234/music
modernizatioractsenate
judiciary-committee

Join our group on

Linked

www.pittsburghaebook.com
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