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Writers Strike Continues 
At press time, no negotiating ses-
sions have been scheduled be-
tween the Writers Guild of 
America (WGA) 
and Alliance of 
Motion Picture 
and Television 
Producers 
(AMPTP). The two sides havenôt 
met since May 1. 
 
ñItôs scary to walk away from the 
job. Itôs painful to have to inflict 
some of the damage on those with 
whom we work and the city we 
work in,ò WGA Negotiating Com-
mittee co-chair Chris Keyser told 
Deadline.com on June 20. ñThe 
dedication, the fervency, the insist-

ence on the part of every writer 
that this is a fight that they will 
stick with until we win it is, I 
would say, even stronger than it 
was when we began.ò The finan-
cial emotional toll is detailed in 
an article written by Katie Campi-
one and Rosy Cordero. 
 
Meanwhile, National Public Ra-
dio (NPR) reports that several 
movies and TV series that were 
planned for the fall have either 
been delayed or cancelled.  You 
can read their report here. 
A list of affected productions has 
also been compiled by Wikipedia 
which is available here. 

Hope that another strike may be 
averted, thanks to an extension of 
negotiations between SAG-
AFTRA and Alliance of Motion 
Picture & Television Producers 
(AMPTP). 
 
A press release issued June 30 by 
the union declared the current 
agreements ñwill now expire on 
July 12, at 11:59 pm PT. The par-
ties will continue to negotiate un-
der a mutually agreed upon media 

blackout.ò The day before, SAG-
AFTRA president Fran Drescher 
appeared on ABC-TVôS ñGood 
Morning America.ò She told host 
Michael Strahan that negotiators 
were making progress ñin some 
areasò adding ñweôre living in a 
time thatôs very different from the 
last few decades when the founda-
tion of the contract was forged. Itôs 
the digital age now and the age of 

Actors Delay Strike 
streaming, and itôs a whole dif-
ferent business model.ò 
 
Response to the extension hasnôt 
been uniformly positive. 
ñSomeone please help me under-
stand why union leadership does 
not listen to members.ò Tweeted 
one filmmaker. Separately, a 
journalist tweeted ñawful, what 
are you doing?ò and ñstand with 
your writers.ò However, another 
member tweeted ñsomeone 
please explain to me how calling 
an extension is SAG giving away 
leverage . . . extension means 
SAG isnôt taking first offer.ò 
Mason Bissada of TheWrap.com 
has posted many of the messages 
here. 
 
Meanwhile, the AMPTP has 
reached an agreement with the 
Canadian acting and related un-
ions. Details on this development 
are available by clicking here. 

In a June 26 article, Reuters 
reporters Lisa Richwine and 
Steve Gorman wrote: 
ñDuring the last [Writers 
Guild of America] strike in 
2007 and 2008, a studio deal 
with the [Directors Guild of 
America] prompted writers 
to head back to the bargain-
ing table. Striking writers 
have insisted that the direc-
tors' latest deal will not in-
fluence their position this 
time.ò 
 
Employees at the Carnegie 
Museums of Pittsburgh 
have ratified a new contract 
and, in the process solidified 
the United Museum Work-
ers as the nationôs largest 
museum union. The contract 
can be downloaded and read 
by clicking here. 
 
A new contact has been 
ratified by Writers Guild of 
America East (WGAE) and 
CBS News Streaming [part 
of Paramount Global and 
owner of KDKA-TV ï ed.] 
The union says that the pact 
ñincludes across the board 
pay increases of 3% in each 
of the contractôs three years 
(with the first increase retro-
active to March 10), an in-
crease to all salary mini-
mums, a $500 ratification 
bonus for all employees, and 
further benefit improve-
ments for the 58 members of 
the CBS News Streaming 
bargaining unit.ò This agree-
ment is limited to news pro-
fessionals and is unrelated to 
the current strike. 
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https://www.wgacontract2023.org/strike-hub
https://deadline.com/2023/06/wga-strike-day-50-milestone-writers-resolved-1235420457/
https://deadline.com/2023/06/wga-strike-day-50-milestone-writers-resolved-1235420457/
https://www.npr.org/2023/06/28/1184854315/writers-strike-production-standstill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_productions_impacted_by_the_2023_Writers_Guild_of_America_strike
https://www.thewrap.com/sag-aftra-extends-contract-talks-reactions-twitter/
https://deadline.com/2023/06/u-s-studios-strike-labor-deal-with-canadian-actors-1235428132/
https://www.umwpgh.org/umw-cmp-tentative-agreement.html
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Patrick Fisher has been named the 
new CEO of the Greater Pitts-
burgh Arts Council (GPAC), 
reports Bill OôDriscoll for WE-
SA-FM. 
 
He was recently 
the executive 
director of Erie 
Arts & Cul-
ture, a nonprofit 
that promotes 
and supports 
artists and cultural groups in north-
western Pennsylvania. [Learn more 
about the organization by clicking 
here. ï ed.] 
 
Fisher told OôDriscoll that his 
proudest accomplishment in Erie 
were a collection of programs em-
bracing diversity. Read the full 
article by clicking here. 

GPAC CEO 
Jason Jedlinski has been named 
the new president of WQED 
Multimedia, reports Rob Owen 
for the Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review. He 
succeeds the 
well-respected 
Deborah Ack-
lin, who left the 
organization 
last year after a 
cancer diagno-
sis. 
 
A graduate of Syracuse Universi-
ty, Jedlinski spent several years 
working in Chicago television. 
Most recently has been general 
manager for Nextstar Media 
Groupôs digital newspaper The 
Hill. 
 
Jedlinski tells Owen that he plans 
to continue Acklinôs focus on 
local productions, referring to 
them as the stationôs ñNorth 
Starò and a mandate set by the 
board. To learn more, Read Ow-
enôs full article by clicking here. 

QED CEO 
Martin Stewart has been promot-
ed to chief executive officer of 
NEP Group. He had been the 
chief financial officer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pittsburgh-based NEP Group 
is a technology company special-
izing in live entertainment and 
sports productions, primarily for 
television.  
 
ñI am thrilled to serve as NEP 
Group CEO and look forward to 
building upon our momentum in 
positioning the business for con-
tinued growth,ò Stewart said in a 
company press release. This is an 
exciting time for our industry as 
new technologies turbocharge our 
ability to deliver to our stake-
holders in new and innovative 
ways. Undoubtedly, NEP Group 
has a bright future ahead.ò 
 
NEPôs senior vice president of 
finance, Doug Kovach, has been 
promoted to chief financial of-
ficer. 
 
In other news, an NEP subsidiary 
has delivered 16 eco-friendly 
news vehicles to British televi-
sion network ITV plc (formerly 
Independent Television). Most 
are plug-in hybrids that provide 
35 miles of zero-emission driv-
ing. 

NEP CEO 

Tino Gagliardi has been elected the 
new president of the American Fed-
eration of Musicians (AFM), re-
ports David Robb for Feadline.com. 
 

Established in 
1896, AFM is the 
worldôs largest 
professional in-
strumental musi-
cianôs union. Its 
60,000+ members 
perform for or-

chestras (including the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra), Broadway 
and for recordings (i.e. film and tele-
vision).  
 
The vote was held during the un-
ionôs convention in Las Vegas dur-
ing the last week of June. Robb also 
reports that four people have been 
elected to the board. Issues facing 
members included musician replace-
ment technology, especially artificial 
intelligence. 

AFM CEO 

https://getvaccineanswers.org/
https://www.erieartsandculture.org/about-us/
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-06-01/pittsburgh-arts-council-leader
https://triblive.com/aande/movies-tv/tv-talk-wqed-hires-new-ceo/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
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Local philanthropists Robert and 
Christine Pietrandrea are donating 
$500,000 to the Pittsburgh 
Opera. 
 

Robert Pietrandrea is a co-founder 
of the Railroad Development 
Corporation. The global railway 
investment and management com-
pany was formed in 1987 and is 
based in Pittsburgh.  
 

Opera Gets $500K Gift 
The coupleôs impressive donation 
will be used to finance upcoming 
productions of ñThe Barber of 
Sevilleò (1816) by Italian compos-
er Gioachino Rossini (1792-1868) 
and ñLa Traviataò (1853) by Ital-
ian composer Giuseppe Verdi 
(1813-1901). 
 
ñBeauty enriches us all,ò said 
Christine in a Pittsburgh Opera 
press release. ñPeople who can 
support the arts have a responsibil-
ity to do so, to help benefit the 
entire community.ò 

Growing expenses are forcing 
changes at Pittsburgh Commu-
nity Broadcasting (PCB), reports 
Stephanie Ritenbaugh for the 
Pittsburgh Tribune Review. The 
nonprofit corporation owns local 
public radio stations WYEP-FM 
and WESA-FM. 
 
ñWe are now facing some diffi-
cult decisions that may result in 
changes for us,ò Ritenbaugh 
quotes PCB chief Terry OôReilly 
in a letter to staff. Apparently, the 
organization is already planning 
to offer voluntary buyouts to at 
least two reporters. 
 
PCB has already made cost-
sensitive moves such as a hiring 
freeze and eliminating one senior 
management position. For details, 
read Ritenbaughôs full article by 
clicking here. 

Radio Cut 
Backs 

A deal has been reached between 
the Western Pennsylvania Inter-
scholastic Athletic League 
(WPIAL) and Audacyôs KDKA-
AM making the station the 
leagueôs official broadcaster. 
 
The league 
was estab-
lished in 1907 
to administer 
the interscho-
lastic athletic 
participation/competition at pub-
lic and private schools in nine 
counties. Patch.comôs Eric Heyl 
reports that the multi-year deal 

Audacy School Sports Deal 
involves both terrestrial radio and 
streaming audio. 
 
In other news, both the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette and 
Patch.com report that radio per-
sonalities Dorin Dickerson and 
Adam Crowley are the permanent 
hosts of KDKA-FMôs morning 
show. They have replaced long-
time hosts Colin Dunlap and Chis 
Mack at the sports-format station 
(marketed as ñThe Fanò). A com-
pany official explains that 
ñDunlap and Mack have transi-
tioned into multimedia rolesò for 
all five Audacyôs Pittsburgh sta-
tions. 

Pittsburgh has a new film facility, 
reports Joshua Axelrod for the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
 
That facility is a purpose-built 
sound stage erected by local 
transportation rental company 
owner David Haddad. To date, 
stages in the region have been 
renovated warehouses. Axelrod 
explains that the 17,500-square-
foot building ñcomes complete 
with an office area and filming 

Haddadôs Sound Stage 
space featuring a 35-foot ceiling, 
three loading docks, four massive 
garage doors and a structural grid 
system mounted to the ceiling 
that can hold 1,000 pounds at its 
intersections.ò 
 
His company, Haddadôs Inc., 
has been involved in an estimated 
5,000 film projects since provid-
ing services to the hit 1980ôs film 
ñFlashdance.ò More information 
is available by reading Axelrodôs 
full article by clicking here. 

http://www.thepaperceiling.org/
https://triblive.com/business/programming-changes-could-be-coming-to-wesa-wyep-radio-during-challenging-times/
https://www.post-gazette.com/ae/movies/2023/06/28/david-haddad-sound-stage-west-mifflin-movies-tv-filming-haddads/stories/202306280016


This is a portable production 
switcher that can be used for 
 creating professional-quality 
shows for Channel Pittsburgh. 

Click on the photo to learn more and to order. 

Sony AnyCast 

Click on the photo to learn more and to order. 

A repeated challenge for Jim: computer 
memory space. This drive has six terabytes. 

External Hard Drive 

HDMI-S Video 
This adapter will allow Jim to use  
Inexpensive consumer video cameras 
with devices like the AnyCast as well 
as the  semi-professional wireless 
lavaliers he has obtained. 

Click on the photo to learn more and to order. 

Tripod (with Casters) 
Jim does have cameras and tripods;  
however, none of these tripods have casters ð- 
something needed for a studio  setting. 

Click on the photo to learn more and to order. 

Happy Birthday Jim!  
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Read the terrific article about 
Channel Pittsburgh in a re-
cent issue of Pittsburgh City 
Paper. 

Sorry, gifts are not tax deductible. 

Questions?  
Email Jim  

jim@james -richards.com  

https://www.ebay.com/itm/364225482120?epid=1900251906&hash=item54cd87cd88:g:lRsAAOSwUhBkQKhz&amdata=enc%3AAQAIAAAA4GcB4tUatYxH%2Fb6Je3SpYkDJlHviXcHHPLQRexiQQcMoz3GMi%2FqRyFiEwAZg%2BUAG5cNYz%2FhNUzyI6piCimqcUiTbYNlxGyuUANe5H9r76%2Bas6%2BblHSogTsFV6xK0nkKc6A
https://www.amazon.com/Elements-Desktop-Hard-Drive-WDBWLG0060HBK-NESN/dp/B076MPMZDV/ref=sr_1_11?crid=5UWZZ866W34M&keywords=external%2Bhard%2Bdrive&qid=1688173574&sprefix=ex%2Caps%2C316&sr=8-11&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/S-Video-Audio-Converter-Adapter-Blue-Ray/dp/B07QV6G532/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2B2N5DJMP86L9&keywords=LVY+HDMI+to+SVideo+Converter+HDMI+to+RCA+Adapter&qid=1688174821&s=electronics&sprefix=lvy+hdmi+to+svideo+converter+hdmi+to+rca+adapter%2Cel

