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Barbara Luderowski Dies At 88 
The visionary founder of the Mattress 

Factory, Barbara Luderowski, has died. 

The museum made the announcement on 

their Facebook page. She was 88. 

 

Barbara Luderowski came to Pittsburgh in 

1972 with her ten-year-old daughter Taya. 

Originally a 

sculptor, she 

had grown-up 

in Connecticut 

and studied 

(but did not 

graduate from) 

what is now Carnegie-Mellon University. 

 

In 1975, after exploring some of the most 

challenging parts of the North Side, Lud-

erowski acquired a vacant six-story build-

ing where mattresses were once made. 

Two years later that building became The 

Mattress Factory art museum (with her 

residence on the top floor). It was here that 

she raised her daughter and mentored 

many artists. 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette's 

Cristina Rouvalis interviewed 

Luderowski --- among others --- 

for an extensive 2002 article on 

the museum's upcoming 25th an-

niversary. The article is still avail-

able online at http://old.post-

gazette.com/

ae/20020815barb0818fnp2.asp 

 

Rouvalis' article describes a 

woman who was tough and deter-

mined, but who also had a sense 

of sweetness and generosity at her 

core. "She's an obstreperous old 

bag," the Warhol's Thomas Soko-

lowski is quoted. " That has held 

her in very good stead." Lud-

erowski laughed when she heard 

that description.  

 

Luderowski never made much 

money as the Mattress Factory's 

leader; in fact, she had spent 

much of her own inheritance to 

create the museum. "I might die 

before the damn thing [a retire-

ment plan being considered by the 

board] comes to pass," she told 

Rouvalis. 

 

The popular blog Design Sponge 

also published an interesting arti-

cle on the museum at http://

www.designsponge.com/2018/01/

an-industrial-loft-for-museum-

directors-avid-collectors.html 

 

Earlier this year, a documentary 

film about the museum called 

"Site-Specific" was released. 

 

Memorial plans are pending, al-

though Luderowski told Rouvalis 

in 2002 that she wanted to be cre-

mated. 

The continuing financial problems being 

faced by the Pittsburgh Filmmakers/

Pittsburgh Center for the Arts (PF/PCA) 

has forced the organization to take drastic 

action, reports Marylynne Pitz in the Pitts-

burgh Post-Gazette. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pittsburgh Center for the Arts (PCA) 

began in 1945 and is housed inside a for-

mer mansion. Pittsburgh Filmmakers was 

launched in 1971 and is considered one of 

the nation's largest media arts centers. 

They merged in 2006 when the PCA had 

its own serious money issues but 

instead of stabilizing the two or-

ganizations, the merged entity 

saw its problems increasing, 

About a third of its staff was laid 

off in June 2015. A few months 

later a group of remaining em-

ployees wrote a letter to te board 

expressing no confidence in 

leader Charlie Humphrey. He 

resigned. 

 

On May 22, current chief execu-

tive officer Germaine sent an 

email to staff and board members 

to explain that the fall adult 

classes are being canceled. In 

addition, the organization's main 

film facility in Oakland will be 

put up for sale. 

 

Pitz details the PF/PCA's woes at 

http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/

art-architecture/2018/05/23/

Pittsburgh-Filmmakers-financial-

troubles-classes-cancelled-

building-sale/

stories/201805230212 

Filmmakers’ Crisis Grows 
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Barbara deCoux Luderowski 
1930-2018 
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The Pittsburgh High School for 

the Creative & Performing Arts 

(CAPA) was the big winner at 

this year's Gene Kelly Awards. 

 

A 

project of the Pittsburgh CLO, 

the awards are patterned after the 

Tony's in New York City and 

honor the best in the region's high 

school theater. They are named in 

honor of Pittsburgh native Gene 

Kelley (1912-1996). This year's 

ceremony was held May 26 at the 

Benedum Center. Sharon Eberson 

Kelly Awards Presented 
penned an extensive article about 

it for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 

"The sold-out crowd," she writes, 

"was treated to performances by 

nominees from 29 participating 

Allegheny County schools [as 

well as the news that] The Gis-

mondi Family Foundation had set 

up an endowment to boost high 

schools arts programs that were 

struggling financially." 

 

Eberson has posted a complete list 

of the winners with her article at 

http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/

theater-dance/2018/05/26/

Pittsburgh-CAPA-Woodland-

Hills-win-big-at-28th-Gene-Kelly

-Awards/stories/201805260083 

Faraway 
Hill 

Order your copy of 

James Richards’ 

sizzling trilogy 

of novels! 

www.farawayhill.net 

https://www.james-richards.com/
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only 21 buildings in the world to 

achieve Living Building Chal-

lenge Certification." 

 

Meanwhile, WESA-FM's Kath-

leen J Davis reports that efforts to 

improve Pittsburgh's parks has 

been nationally recognized.  

 

The nonprofit Trust for Public 

Land was formed in 1972 to sup-

port efforts to advance, promote 

and develop land for public use. 

Every year, the organization is-

sues a ranking of the nation's ur-

ban park systems. In their latest 

analysis, Pittsburgh's parks 

jumped from 39th place to 23rd 

place. Read the details by clicking 

http://wesa.fm/post/pittsburghs-

park-system-ranks-23rd-country-

16-spots-last-year 
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The complicated chess game of 

media/entertainment ownership 

continues and involves two com-

panies with significant assets in 

Pittsburgh. 

 

Those companies are Comcast-

NBC (which operates the city's 

cable television franchise), CBS 

Corp (which owns TV and co-

owns radio stations in Pittsburgh) 

and Sinclair Broadcasting 

Group (which owns two local TV 

stations). 

 

Sinclair is currently trying to ac-

quire Tribune Media, the Chi-

cago-based company best known 

for WGN-TV. Adding new twists 

are two actions by Comcast: an 

offer to acquire European giant 

media Sky PLC (challenging 21st 

Century Fox's plans to buy it) and 

The Dizzying Array Of Media Deals 
a bid to purchase 21st Century 

Fox, which already has another 

offer from the Walt Disney Com-

pany. 

 

Another example: Sinclair has 

sold seven stations to 21st Cen-

tury Fox in major markets such as 

Denver and Miami (the Pittsburgh 

stations are unaffected). "As part 

of the deal," MediaPost.com's 

Wayne Friedman reports, "Fox 

entered into new network affilia-

tion agreements with Sinclair --- 

as well as licensees of certain 

stations serviced by Sinclair." 

This is meant to appease regula-

tors and possibly some critics: 

before the Fox, the combined Sin-

clair-Tribune stations would reach 

70% of all U.S. households; the 

deal drops that to around 58%. 

 

Not to be outdone, CBS Corp.'s 

Leslie Moonves is leading a resis-

tance to media mogul Sumner 

Redstone to re-combine the com-

pany with Viacom (the two were 

separated in 2006). Redstone's 

National Amusements is the 

dominant shareholder of both 

firms. 

The Frick Environmental Center 

has been awarded a prestigious 

Living Building Challenge Certi-

fication, the Pittsburgh Parks 

Conservancy has announced in a 

press release. 

 

Frick is the city's largest munici-

pal park at 644 acres. It came into 

being through a bequest in the 

will of Pittsburgh industrialist 

Henry Clay Frick (1849-1919). 

The current environmental center 

opened in 2016 as a replacement 

for a demolished 1960's wooden 

structure. The Pittsburgh Parks 

Conservancy was founded in 

1996 to work with the city on the 

operation and improvement of the 

Frick and Pittsburgh's other parks. 

 

The Living Building Challenge is 

Frick Center Wins Major Eco Award 
an international sustainable build-

ing certification program created 

in 2006 by the International Liv-

ing Future Institute, a non-

governmental organization com-

mitted to catalyzing a global 

transformation toward true sus-

tainability. 

 

"The Frick Environmental Center 

is the first Living Building in the 

U.S. that is municipally owned 

and free and open to the public," 

the press release explains. "To 

qualify, the Environmental Center 

must produce as much energy as 

it consumes annually, eliminate 

toxic and harmful chemicals, and 

collect and treat its own water." 

 

It goes on to say that "The Envi-

ronmental Center is now one of 
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The region's leading literacy ser-

vices organization, the Greater 

Pittsburgh Literacy Council, 

has an-

nounced a 

name change 

to represent a 

broadening of 

their mission. 

 

Established in 1976, the organiza-

tion creates and executes various 

literacy programs for nearly all 

categories of students. It will now 

be called Literacy Pittsburgh. 

 

"Our new name and brand repre-

sent a broadened scope" explains 

executive director Don Block in a 

New Name For Lit Group 
press release. "We have also be-

come a workforce training and 

development organization." 

 

“Through collaboration with more 

than 200 partners in the Greater 

Pittsburgh region," Block adds, 

"we are helping more students 

move from learning to earning, 

with support and placement for 

career opportunities. The work of 

our 40 staff members and 650+ 

volunteers is transforming lives. 

Literacy Pittsburgh is making a 

difference to individuals, their 

children, the workforce and Pitts-

burgh --- and helping to bring 

greater prosperity for all." 

Pittsburgh-based Showcliz has 

announced that the firm has sur-

passed the $1 billion mark in 

ticket sales. 

 

Showclix was launched in 2007 

and was acquired by Patron 

Technology in 2017. 

 

“Reaching $1 billion in total sales 

processed through our platform is 

an incredible milestone,” said 

Brian Arnone, president of Show-

clix, in a press release. “As our 

team and platform continue to 

expand, you’re only going to be 

hearing more about ShowClix and 

Patron Technology.” 

 

He adds that "we’re only getting 

started.” 

Showclix 

Hits $2B 

A recent consumer survey reveals 

bad news for Comcast-NBC 

(which operates Pittsburgh's cable 

television franchise) but good 

news for CBS Corp. (which owns 

two Pittsburgh TV stations). 

 

That survey was conducted by the 

American Customer Satisfac-

tion Index (ACSI), an organiza-

tion founded in 1994 which con-

ducts multiple consumer research 

projects each year in nearly every 

industry. ACSI's model has 

proven so accurate and reliable 

that other organizations across the 

world have adopted it. 

 

Overall, consumers say that they 

are increasingly happy with their 

Streaming TV Steams Forward 
streaming providers than their 

cable/satellite providers. 

 

Todd Spangler writes in Variety 

that in the ACSI's first-ever sur-

vey of video streaming services 

providers "debuted with an aver-

age score of 75 out of 100 . . . that 

crushed the U.S. pay-TV average 

of 62, which fell 3% year-over-

year to an 11-year low." 

 

"Indeed," Spangler adds, "pay TV 

continues its dubious distinction 

as one of the most-hated indus-

tries among American consum-

ers."  

 

Read his full article at https://

variety.com/2018/digital/news/

netflix-hulu-cable-satellite-tv-

customer-satisfaction-acsi-

1202818460/ 
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Images 

The bard delivers big laughs at the O’Reilly thanks to the Reduced 

Shakespeare Company. 

It's a genuine homecoming at City 

Theatre, reports Sharon Eberson 

for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.  

 

Established in 1975, 

City Theatre special-

izes in productions 

of new plays and has 

commissioned new 

works by play-

wrights on the national theatre 

scene, 

 

The company has announced that 

Marc Masterson is returning to 

the company he lead for some two 

decades before departing in 2000. 

Masterson Returns To City 
He is the new artistic director, 

succeeding Tracy Brigdon who 

left the post last year. 

 

"In the nearly 20 years he has 

been away from Pittsburgh," 

Eberson writes,  Mr. Masterson 

also has garnered quite the reputa-

tion for developing, programming 

and directing new works" at vari-

ous other organizations. 

 

Read her full report at http://

www.post-gazette.com/ae/theater-

dance/2018/05/24/Marc-

Masterson-City-Theatre-artistic-

director-Pittsburgh-return/

With the issues of sexual harass-

ment and gender equality still 

front and center, CBS Corpora-

tion has named Laurie Rosenfield 

as a senior vice president for Peo-

ple Development. 

 

 

 

 

 

CBS Corporation owns two tele-

vision stations in Pittsburgh and 

co-owns local radio stations. The 

newly created position focuses on 

senior executive development 

with an emphasis on empowering 

women throughout the company. 

 

A company press release calls 

Rosenfield a "multi-faceted media 

executive with an extensive back-

ground in sales, marketing, pro-

gram development and executive 

search and talent development." 

That background includes talent 

evaluation and being a certified 

executive coach. 

CBS Corp 

Addresses 

Gender Issue 

W/ New Hire 
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Log on. 

Go out. 

http://www.pghevents.net/
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READ THE FULL REVIEW 

ORDER BY CLICKING YOUR PREFERRED STORE BELOW 

“[This is a] booklet that could teach a thing 

or two to musicians of any level.” 

—- Andy Mulkerin, Pittsburgh City Paper 

TAKE YOUR MUSIC CAREER SERIOUSLY! 

Jim ran out of 

time to do an 

“Opportunities” 

page this month. 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/marketing-101-james-a-richards/1116960090?ean=9781492748571
https://www.amazon.com/Marketing-101-James-Richards/dp/1492748579/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1498918307&sr=1-1&keywords=marketing+101+james+a+richards
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/james-a-richards-new-book-teaches-bands-how-to-self-promote/Content?oid=1700986
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Across 

Down 

1 French for “painting outdoors” 

 (with 7-Across) 

4. Guided visit 

7 See 7-Across 

8. Merging 

10 Actress Meriwether, to pals 

11 43,560-square-feet 

13 See 9-Down 

14. State north of AL 

15. Panache 

17 Even, as in a playing field 

20. Regulation 

21. Actor Ken or actress Lena 

22. Keyboard mistake 

23. French city with a kind name 

24. Last word on a movie’s last scene? 

 

Last Month’s Solution 

1 Pittsburgh notable whose collection is on 

 display at the Frick 

2. A row of waiting patrons 

3. Pennsylvania canal city 

5 Genesis marks its beginning, initially 

6 The recently revived (and canceled) 

 TV show or its star 

9. The next one is scheduled for July 6 

 (with 13-Across) 

12. The unfunny Marx who is the subject 

 of an exhibit at Space Gallery 

13. A kind of duty 

14. Bird claw 

16. Actress Velez, to pals 

18. Football pro Manning, to pals 

19. Directional letters 
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