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ToonSeum Closes Its Downtown Facility
After a decade as just one of the nation's
three cartoon museums, Pittsburgh's popular ToonSeum has closed its Downtown
home.
The institution has designated the next year
as "Curtains Drawn" and will spend it reorganizing, staging pop-up exhibits and seeking a new home.
“Just as comics characters must be allowed to age, change or otherwise
adapt to the world around them in order to remain relevant, so must The
Toonseum,” said Board President Marcel Walker in a press release. “During
Curtains Drawn, we will develop programming that reflects and includes
more members of our community.

More people of color, more
women, more members of our
LGBTQ communities, more
families from neighborhoods
across Pittsburgh, more students of all ages from more of
our schools.”
The museum is operated largely
by volunteers, yet has found its
space in the Pittsburgh Cultural
District expensive and difficult to
finance.

the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette's
Julian Routh. Wos ran the museum from its 2007 founding until
2014.
Fans of the museum are saddened.
"We all should be disappointed by
the loss," writes Eric Heyl for
Patch.com, "of this unique Pittsburgh institution."

"I poured my heart and soul into
[the ToonSeum] in the hopes that
when I left, it would continue to
grow and nurture," museum founder and cartoon artist Jo Wos told

Sinclair-Tribune Merger Plan Hits Snags
Despite support by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) chairman --or, perhaps because of it --- complications
are appearing in Sinclair Broadcast
Group's plan to acquire Tribune Media.

Among the reasons is the possibility of an improper relationship
between the company and the
FCC's Ajit Pai. In a separate New
York Times article, Kang reveals
that "Mr. Pai and his staff members had met and corresponded
with Sinclair executives several
times" including the company's
chief lobbyist.

Sinclair owns two Pittsburgh television
stations. Both the FCC and the Justice Department need to approve the combination.

The bigger issue, write Kang and
Ember, is "how much power Sinclair, the country’s largest broadcaster, will have over local media
markets and national television
audiences." Anti-trust officials
feel that the merged company will
reduce competition and have too
much influence in areas ranging
from news content to licensing
fees.

The New York Times' Cecilia Kang and
Sydney Ember report that "Sinclair remains locked in a prolonged battle with
Justice Department antitrust officials over
how many stations it must sell to get their
approval."

Observers says to expect a lot of
negotiation between Sinclair and
the Justice Department for the
latter to approve the merger --something that Pai's FCC is expecting to do, regardless.
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National Musicians Want Law Updated
Efforts are being made in the normally dysfunctional world of
Washington to close a loop-hole
in copyright law that affects songwriters.
The current law was passed in
1972, long before anyone conceived of streaming media. This
has left an ambiguity that the Music First coalition claims to have
allowed online radio stations to
make "billions of dollars a year"
by playing music recorded before
1972. The result, says the coalition, is that "artists and copyright
owners who created that music
receive nothing for the use of
their work."

Music First was established in
2007 to ensure music creators get
fair pay for their work on all platforms and wherever and however
it is played. The coalition placed a
two-page ad in the print edition of
Politico, which can be viewed by
clicking http://
musicfirstcoalition.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/02/
CLASSICSActAd.pdf
On February 7, Senator Chris
Coons (D-Delaware) and Senator
John Kennedy (R-Louisiana) introduced a bill for a law to be
called the Compensating Legacy
Artists for their Songs, Service, &
Important Contributions to Society Act --- also known as the
CLASSICS Act.

A version of the bill was also introduced last year by Representative Darrell Issa (R-California)
and Representative Jerrold Nadler
(D-New York).
Billboard's Robert Levine writes
that "the bill primarily affects
online radio services, such as
Pandora, as well as SiriusXM.
While Pandora backed the bill,
SiriusXM --- which aggressively
tries to reduce the rates it pays for
music, in a variety of ways --opposed it."
There are still many steps before
the bill can become law, but a
growing collection of artists, unions and record companies are
voicing their support.

Local Musicians Town Hall
The complex world of Pittsburgh's music scene was the subject of a February town hall,
writes the Pittsburgh PostGazette's Scott Mervis.
It was part of the Pittsburgh Music Ecosystem Project (http://
pghmusicproject.org),which seeks
to develop ways to improve the
local music industry.
Money was, unsurprisingly, a
major topic. “As you grow your
craft, you grow a fanbase, and as
you grow a fanbase, you sell tickets,” Mervis quotes Ben Penigar
of Grey Area Productions. "I’m
not trying to be mean. I’m just
being honest. I can’t pay a band if
no one’s going to come out. I
have real bills to pay, so if you

can sell tickets, I can pay you, if
you can sell more tickets, I can
pay you more.”
The meeting sometimes became
contentious, which is related more
fully by Mervis in his article at
www.post-gazette.com/ae/
music/2018/02/27/Town-HallMeeting-Pittsburgh-MusicEcosystem-Project-WYEPweighs-the-positives-and-lots-ofnegatives-of-local-music-scene/
stories/201802270191
Another article is available at
http://wesa.fm/post/industryleaders-want-know-howpittsburgh-s-music-scene-needschange#stream/0
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Carnegie’s Parker Retires
On February 1, the Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh announced
the retirement of the institution's
president, Dr. Jo Ellen Parker.
She has been leading the organization since 2014.

Dr. Parker said in a note to staff
that was made public. “As Carnegie Museums looks forward to a
multi-year comprehensive fundraising campaign, this is the right
moment for new leadership to
take on that challenge. I look forward now to rebooting and thinking about how I can contribute to
the causes and issues I care most
about in the next phase of my
life.”

“I’m proud of what we have accomplished over the past four
years—initiatives that collectively
have made Carnegie Museums a
stronger and more effective organization, laying the foundation
for even greater future success,”

Dr. Parker will continue in an
advisory role. An operating committee will be leading the institution during the search for a replacement.

GPAC’s First Lift Grants

On February 6, the Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council (GPAC)
announced the first round of crea- 
tive professionals to receive a Lift
Grant

Mario Josie Ashkar, $14,000, to create and perform four

A 7,000-pound memorial to children's television icon Fred Rogers
(1928-2003) has returned to its
North Side home.
The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reports that "Tribute to Children"
located near Heinz Field had been
undergoing maintenance since last
summer.
The article adds: "Tim Inglis,
president and treasurer of the Colcom Foundation, which has permanently endowed maintenance
costs for the site, told the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette two weeks
ago that embedding new lighting
in a railing at the statue was a
particular challenge, as they didn’t want the new design to cause
light pollution at night."

live episodes of “The Princess Jafar Show”
David Bernabo, $8,775, to create two documentaries:
Moundsville with John Miller, former Wall Street Journal writer; and Eating & Working & Eating and Working



Rogers
Returns

Maria Caruso, $8,000, to purchase the license for, and to

Read more at http://www.postgazette.com/ae/artarchitecture/2018/02/27/MisterFred-Rogers-statue-Tribute-toChildren-returned-North-Shore/
stories/201802270110

perform Martha Graham’s “Lamentations.”



PearlArts Studios/STAYCEE PEARL dance project,
$12,500, to create and perform sym, a dance performance based on Octavia Butler’s sci-fi novel Fledgling

This new GPAC program supports projects that "lift" both the
careers of working artists and the
region's cultural offerings.



Hatch Arts Collective/ Nicole Shero, Adil Mansoor, Paul
Kruse, $14,000, for their next evening-length play highlighting themes of dislocation, communication, and the
power of place



Federico Garcia De-Castro, $5,800, to create and
perform “Surround, “a musical composition with and for
six harps



Nandanik Dance, $12,000, to create Vilaya Indian
Classical Dance Festival in Carnegie, PA

www.pittsburghapplause.com

www.pittsburghaebook.com

Pittsburgh Applause

6

Pittsburgh Applause

Actors Vow To Keep At IMDB
Efforts to fight age discrimination
in film and television casting has
been dealt a blow, says SAGAFTRA.

The performers union has hundreds of members in the Pittsburgh area and operates a fulltime office in Downtown Pittsburgh.
At the center of the debate is the
Internet Movie Database (IMDB),
a division of Amazon, that is a
widely used resource for people
working in film television, online
media and video gaming. Many
actors and actresses claim that

they are denied roles they are suitable for (in part, because they
look the part) because casting
departments will judge them by
their actual age.
Xavier Becerra, the California
Attorney General, had filed suit
against IMDB charging that the
company's practice of posting
birth dates in their online biographies violates California Law AB
1687. The law was enacted in
2016 to provide people with the
right to have IMDB remove those
dates from their web site.
On February 20 US District Court
Judge Vince Chhabria ruled that
AB 1687 is unconstitutional. The
full decision can be read at https://
www.leagle.com/decision/
infdco20180221h01

SAG-AFTRA attorney Duncan
Crabtree-Ireland posted online
that the "court unfortunately fails
to understand or recognize the
massive impact gender and age
discrimination has on all working
performers. That discrimination is
facilitated by IMDb’s insistence
on publishing performers’ age
information without their consent.
The ruling also refuses to recognize the reality of the commercial
nature of IMDb’s database publishing operation. Despite sworn
testimony submitted by SAGAFTRA, the court incorrectly
concluded there were no material
disputed factual issues, while precluding the parties from acquiring
additional evidence or permitting
the case to go to trial. SAGAFTRA will continue to defend
this much-needed law by appealing this ruling to the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals."

IATSE: Facing Change & Loss
With the retirement of William
Geans, the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) has promoted
International Representative
Joanne M. Sanders to Director of
the Tradeshow Department.

“The General Executive Board is
excited to welcome Joanne Sanders as Thirteenth International
Vice President. She has proved
again and again how valuable

organizing-driven strategic thinking can be for our union. I know
she’ll be an invaluable Executive
Board member,” said IATSE International President Matthew
Loeb in a press release. “Bill
Gearns has been a powerful force
in our union, and the IATSE Executive Board will miss his leadership. He has guided the Trade
Show Department since its creation, creating corporate campaigns that changed the way we
negotiate with companies in the
trade show industry.”

ary 19 the death of member Kevin
"KC" Brady. He had worked as an
electrician, leadman or gangboss
on a variety of regional productions from 1995's "Sudden Death"
to 2014's "Captain America: The
Winter Soldier." A celebration of
his life is tentatively planned for
March 17. Contact one of the Locals for more information.

In local news, IATSE 3 and
IATSE 489 announced on Febru-
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Bell Suit
It appears that Hearst Corporation's Pittsburgh station WTAETV has reached a settlement with
former anchor Wendy Bell.

Bell made comments on her Facebook profile in 2016 that the station considered "racially charged"
and fired her for it.
The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette's
Torsten Ove reports that the
"parties agreed last week to dismiss the suit with prejudice,
which means it can't be filed
again." Read the article at http://
www.post-gazette.com/ae/tvradio/2018/02/08/Wendy-BellWTAE-settle-discriminationlawsuit-TV-station-wilkinsburgmass-shooting/
stories/201802080161
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Clemente Film News
Award winning producer and director Ezra Edelman has agree to
helm a biographical film about
Pittsburgh Pirates legend Roberto
Clemente (1934-1972)
Edelman has won an Emmy
Award and the Oscar for directing
the 2016 television miniseries
"O.J.: Made in America."

Pamela McClintock, writing for
the Hollywood Reporter, explains
that the film will be based on the
2006 book Clemente: The Passion
and Grace of Baseball’s Last
Hero, "as well as striking an
agreement with the late
Clemente’s family for his life
rights."

Born the youngest of seven children in Puerto Rico, Roberto
Clemente played 18 seasons with
the Pittsburgh Pirates. Clemente
was killed in 1972 while transporting humanitarian supplies to
Nicaragua. The following year he
became the first Latin American
and Caribbean player to be inducted into the National Baseball
Hall of Fame.

In other news, Steven R. Swartz,
president of Hearst Communications, recently made public a letter addressed to the company's
employees.

individuals will give all of
us the help we will need
to continue our growth
and maintain our culture
and our values."

Swartz's letter addressed the recent changes in Hearst's management structure which he insists
will strengthen "an already exceptional team and best positions us
for the opportunities and challenges ahead."

His full letter is available
at http://www.hearst.com/
newsroom/hearstpresident-ceo-steven-rswartz-letter-toemployees-on-newmanagement-structure

Images

The letter identifies specific individuals and their new roles. "I
believe this structure and these

Anthony Heald is appearing in the play
“Heinsenberg” at the O’Reilly Theater
this month.
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AEA Studios Regional Theater
In a new effort to measure the
strength of regional theater, Actors Equity Association (AEA)
has published the first of what is to
be an annual report on the subject.

Area and divide it by the number
of [AEA] members. This creates a
new metric --- work weeks per
member --- that creates a picture
of what is happening in all 28
Liaison Areas, regardless of size."

inclusive and responsive." The
full report is available at http://
www.actorsequity.org/
NewsMedia/WordPDF/
ActorsEquity_RegionalTheatreReport_W
eb.pdf

Pittsburgh was identified as having 366 members each working an
average of 7.4 weeks.
In the introduction, AEA President Kate Shindle explains that
the report is part of the goal to
make the union "more aggressive,

The next meeting of local
AEA members is scheduled
for March 5 at 6:30 p.m. at
City Theatre.

The report explains that the methodology "uses a simple approach -- look at the number of work
weeks in a given [AEA] Liaison

Women To Rule PPT In 2018-2019
Even though she doesn't officially
start her new job until August 1,
the Pittsburgh Public Theater's
new artistic director is already
shaping the company's 2018-2019
season.

Sharon Eberson reports in the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette that
Marya Sea Kaminski plans a season celebrating female playwrights with four works written
by women and an adaptation of
William Shakespeare's play "The
Tempest" that takes a woman's
point of view.

Another play will be a contemporary adaptation of Jane Austin's
novel Pride and Prejudice by
Kate Hamill.
“I think what Kate is doing, in
terms of distilling those adaptations for a modern audience,
speaks to my mandate coming to
the Public," Eberson quotes
Kaminski. "That is to continue
[former artistic director Ted
Pappas'] legacy --- excellent
works, brilliant execution --- but I
really want to stretch familiar
titles for a new audience, and I
feel like Kate’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’ starts that conversation.”

son's full article by clicking http://
www.post-gazette.com/ae/theaterdance/2018/02/27/Public-s-newartistic-director-sweeps-in-withthree-Tony-nominees-andupdated-classics-for-2018-19/
stories/201802260109

Pappas will continue to be involved with the Public as a director. The company's new season
begins September 27. Read Eber-
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Volunteer Needed!

Jim Richards needs a volunteer with
strong WordPress skills to fix the bugs
that are currently affecting
PGHevents.
Please contact him ASAP!

Opportunities
The newly created Bennett Prize will soon be accepting entries. The prize is being spearheaded by Steven Bennett
and his wife Dr. Elaine Schmidt through the Pittsburgh Foundation. The female artist chosen will receive
$50,000 to create her own solo exhibit of figurative realist paintings. Details at https://thebennettprize.org/
WTAE, Hearst Communication's Pittsburgh television station, is seeking a full-time Creative Services Producer
to create on-air news and sports promotions. Learn more by clicking https://hearst.referrals.selectminds.com/
television/jobs/writer-producer-1682
Phipps Conservatory & Botanical Gardens is seeking a full-time program manager for its Let's Move Pittsburgh. The winning candidate will facilitate and integrate environmental and behavior changes with community
partners across the areas of public health, education, food systems, social services and other related fields to better
support healthy eating and active living. Details are available at https://www.phipps.conservatory.org/careers/fulltime/lets-move-pittsburgh-program-manager

Oakland retailer Top Notch Art Supply has posted to Craig's List an opening for someone with a love of art and a
flexible schedule. Read the post at https://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/med/d/art-supply-storehoursweek/6490473152.html

Sinclair Broadcast Group is seeking a host/producer for local productions (especially high school football broadcasts) at its Pittsburgh's stations WPGH-TV and WPNT-TV. Click https://sbgtv-openhire.silkroad.com/epostings/
index.cfm?
fuseaction=app.jobinfo&jobid=9221&source=ONLINE&JobOwner=992771&company_id=17011&version=1&byBusin
essUnit=81&bycountry=0&bystate=0&byRegion=&bylocation=NULL&keywords=&byCat=NULL&proximityCo
untry=&postalCode=&radiusDistance=&isKilometers=&tosearch=yes&city=

The new operator of the Hollywood Theater, the Theatre Historical Society of America, is seeking a general
manager. They've posted the details to Craig's List at https://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/npo/d/movie-theater-generalmanager/6488043597.html

Non-profit radio station WESA-FM is seeking various on-air and administrative personnel. See the entire list of
available positions at http://wesa.fm/topic/905-wesa-employment-opportunities

Entries are now being accepted by Moon Community Access Television for their May film festival. Learn more
by clicking http://mca-tv.org/filmfest/

The Pittsburgh-based Netflix production "Mindhunter" is casting. Visit https://www.facebook.com/pg/
mindhunterextrascasting/posts/
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Dragging City’s Drag Law
Into 21st Century
An unusual and unenforced 60year-old city law may soon be
revised, reports WESA-FM's
Kathleen J. Davis.
The current law considers drag
performances to be adult cabaret
sows, limiting them to specific
city neighborhoods like the Strip
District. However, Davis explains
that attendees at a Pittsburgh City
Council meeting "spoke of drag's
place as an art form and the drag
community's philanthropic efforts
in Pittsburgh."

"When you change this law, you
will help end bias against this
community," 11-year-old drag
performer Max Busch said. "You
will allow space for me to perform and to see other artists, and
you will help end dangerous, untrue ideas about gender." Busch
performs under the stage name
Honey Chuckles.
Access Davis' report at http://
wesa.fm/post/city-council-likelychange-zoning-code-limiting-drag
-shows-which-was-never-reallyenforced#stream/0

Mattress Factory Gets
NEA Grant
Some $25 million in grants have
been awarded by the National
Endowment of the Arts (NEA),
including one to the Mattress
Factory.

Os Gemeos' inspiration comes
from the hip-hop culture that
reached Brazil in the 1980s. The
brothers began painting graffiti in
1987 often featuring yellowskinned characters and commonly
addresses subjects ranging from
Brazilian folklore to current political and social issues. More
about the Pandolfos can be found
at http://www.osgemeos.com.br/
en

The Mattress Factory is receiving
$65,000 for an exhibition and
residency for the artists Gustavo
and Otavio Pandolfo. The twin
brothers from Brazil create graffiti works, often under the name
Os Gemeos (Portuguese for "the
twins").

www.pittsburghapplause.com

PBT Honors
Janera Solomon, the executive
director of the Kelly-Strayhorn
Theater, and WQED Multimedia's Deborah Acklin are among
the 2018 "Women of Influence"
by the Pittsburgh Business Times.
The Pittsburgh Business Times
launched the Women of Influence
Awards to honor the region's most
influential business women at
both for-profits and nonprofits.
They survey women from every
industry and profession; women
who've made a difference in their
communities, blazed a trail for
other women and are leaving a
mark on the western Pennsylvania
business community.
Solomon, Acklin and the other
honorees will be feted at an event
on March 14 and the Westin Convention Center Hotel. Details are
available online at https://
www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/
event/161517/2018/women-ofinfluence-2018
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TAKE YOUR MUSIC CAREER SERIOUSLY!
“[This is a] booklet that could teach a thing
or two to musicians of any level.”
—- Andy Mulkerin, Pittsburgh City Paper

READ THE FULL REVIEW

ORDER BY CLICKING YOUR PREFERRED STORE BELOW
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CBS’ New Sports Network
Expanding its online presence,
CBS Corporation --- owner of
Pittsburgh stations KDKA-TV
and local radio stations --- has
announced the launch of CBS
Sports HQ.

robust sports network with live
news and reporting, game previews, post-game analysis, mustsee highlights, projections and indepth statistical breakdowns."
The new service is available
through various platforms, including Amazon TV and Roku.

Frick
Tapestries
Return
Four restored tapestries are back
on display at the Frick Art &
Historical Center, reports Joanne
Klimovich Harrop for the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review.

CBS Sports HQ will combine
elements from the company's existing sports-focused units to create what a press release calls "a

Kennywood Adds Thomas
Pittsburgh's beloved Kennywood
amusement park is adding a new
attraction featuring Thomas the
Tank Engine.

Founded in 1898, Kennywood is
currently owned by Palace Entertainment.

"We're so excited to welcome
Thomas & Friends to Kennywood," says Kennywood General
Manager Jerome Gibas in press
release. "Thomas Town presents a
huge addition that expands our
family offerings while introducing
the park to Thomas & Friends
fans from around the globe. We
couldn't ask for a better gift for
Kennywood and our guests to
help celebrate our 120th anniversary season in 2018."
The new attraction will open this
summer.

Thomas the Tank Engine is the
principal character in a series of
children's books first published in
1945 by English cleric, author and
railroad enthusiast Wilbert Awdry
(1911-1997). The Kennywood's
new attraction will be called Thomas Town and feature five rides
(including oe of Thomas) and a
stage for regular Thomas-related
shows.

www.pittsburghapplause.com

Tapestries are an ancient form of
textile art that first appeared
around 300BCE. The four tapestries in question were purchased
by steel heir and philanthropist
Helen Clay Frick (1988-1984).
Harrop writes: "All tapestries in
the Frick's collection date to
around 1510 and reflect the advanced skills of artists creating
complex pictorial weavings at a
time when fine tapestries were
more valuable than paintings --due to the cost of materials and
the months of labor required for
their production."
Read more at http://triblive.com/
aande/museums/13341040-74/
theyre-back-restored-tapestriesreturn-to-the-frick-museum
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1. Downtown university (with 1-Down)
6. A gun’s need, briefly
7. Mr. Rogers, to his neighbors
9. Co-worker of a Dr.
10. The elevator dude
12. Copy center
14. “Major Crimes” cable network
15. The Walsh’s “90210” TV
neighborhood, initially
16. Cool letters?
17. Social gathering
20. Kirk and Spock took a star one
22. Kelsey Grammer’s Pittsburgh-based
TV sitcom
25. Speak or chat
26. En partner
27. Snake speech?
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Last Month’s Solution
S
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1. See 1-Across
2. Prefix meaning “all” or “every”
3. Quick online communication, briefly
4. Barnes & Noble tablet
5. Taxing letters
7. The creature that “saved” Pittsburgh in a
1979 film
8. Abby Miller cable television series
11. “Reign” actor Regbo, to pals
13. Neither partner
14. Feather partner?
18. “Mamma Mia” band
19. Robin Hood’s spiritual pal
21. Salt Lake state
23. Pub brew
24. Affirmative response

