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Comcast Buys DreamWorks Animation 
NBC-Universal (part of Comcast 

Corporation) has announced that 

it is purchasing DreamWorks 

Animation for $3.8 billion. 

 

Comcast operates Pittsburgh’s 

cable television franchise and 

owns entertainment giant NBC-

Universal. DreamWorks Anima-

tion was originally created in 

1997 as subsidiary of Dream-

Works SKG. The division was 

spun off in 2004 and became a 

publically traded company. 

 

Since its founding, DreamWorks 

Animation has produced some of 

the most popular animated 

(usually computer animated) 

movies of all time. These include 

“Shrek” (2001), 

“Madagascar” (2005) and 

“Turbo” (2013). 

 

According to Cable News Net-

work’s (CNN) Brian Stelter, 

“shareholders in DreamWorks 

will receive $41 in cash per share 

of stock --- a roughly 50% pre-

mium from where the stock was 

trading before the merger talks” 

became public. DreamWorks’ 

current chief, Jeffrey Katzenberg, 

will step down but continue to 

consult. 

 

The new acquisition, once it’s 

approved by regulators, will be-

come part of the Universal Filmed 

Entertainment Group.  

Pittsburgh’s only remaining alter-

native weekly, City Paper, an-

nounced on March 31 that it has 

been purchased by Eagle Media. 

The news was reported after Pitts-

burgh Applause’s April issue was 

completed. 

 

Eagle Media is the parent com-

pany of the Butler Eagle, a daily 

newspaper published in rural But-

ler County since 1903. The family

-owned newspaper is well-known 

for its conservative outlook which 

is in direct contrast to City Pa-

per’s famous liberalism. 

 

Joyce Gannon of the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette reports that “Vance 

Smith, who was named publisher 

of City Paper, said no changes in 

personnel at the paper are 

planned.” Smith is a member of 

the Wise family, which has 

owned the Butler Eagle since its 

inception. The two papers have 

City Paper Sold 
shared the same printing facilities 

for the past decade. 

 

City Paper is a member of the 

Association of Alternative 

Newsmedia whose online report-

ing suggests that the current edito-

rial approach is not expected to 

change. 

 

Financial terms have not been 

disclosed. Steel City Media, 

which had owned City Paper 

since its inception, plans to focus 

on its radio stations. 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Pittsburgh-Applause-3785902?
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The first round of this year’s Pea-

body Awards has been an-

nounced, and the honorees in-

clude Hearst’s Pittsburgh station, 

WTAE-TV, reports Kimberly 

Nordyke in the Hollywood Re-

porter. 

WTAE-TV Wins Peabody 

 

Named for businessman and phi-

lanthropist George Peabody (1852

-1938), the award program is 

among the most prestigious in the 

media world. The first awards 

were issued in 1941. 

 

Nordyke writes: “WTAE reporter 

Paul Van Osdol provided a four-

alarm public service when he dog-

gedly investigated the wildly 

varying response times of Penn-

sylvania’s volunteer fire depart-

ments and found a chronically 

inefficient system that hadn’t 

changed substantially since the 

days of horse-drawn trucks and 

bucket brigades. His sleuthing 

prompted legislative hearings and 

the passage of bills aimed at 

quickening response and saving 

lives, as well as public question-

ing of the dependence on volun-

teers instead of professional mu-

nicipal services.” 

 

See the full article at http://

www.hollywoodreporter.com/

news/peabody-awards-2016-

winners-first-885256 

Sigismound Segbefia was sen-

tenced to a two-year prison term 

by a federal court in Pittsburgh 

for fraud involving singer and 

record producer Pharrell Wil-

liams, reports the Associated 

Press. 

 

A native of Ghana and a resident 

of Maryland, Segbefia conned 

more than $1 million from people 

by claiming he could book 

Pharrell for a concert while at the 

same time running online dating 

scams. 

 

He was prosecuted in Pittsburgh 

because he used the name of a 

local postal worker (without the 

worker’s knowledge) as part of 

his scams. 

 

Segbefia pleaded guilty in De-

cember. He must pay restitution 

and be departed after servicing his 

prison term. 

Con Man 

Sentenced 

A retired football player has been 

named the featured artist at this 

fall’s Wings & Wildlife Art Show 

and Marketplace. 

 

Football Star Becomes 

Featured Artist 

The annual event is produced by 

and held at the National Aviary. 

Established as a municipal facility 

in 1952, the National Aviary is 

the nation’s only independent 

indoor nonprofit aviary and is 

home to over 600 creatures. 

 

Baron Batch was born in 1987 in 

Odessa, Texas. He attended Texas 

Tech University and later played 

for the Pittsburgh Steelers from 

2011-2013. Today, he owns an 

online food company and is the 

creative director at a local media 

agency.  

As an artist, Batch is known for 

refreshingly bold paintings that 

are considered rough, colorful and 

edgy. “I toured the Aviary and 

became more aware of the vital 

role they play in species conserva-

tion and was reminded of the im-

portance we have as humans to 

respect the rest of the planet,” 

Batch explains in a press release. 

“I am honored to call myself a 

Pittsburgh artist at this time be-

cause of organizations like the 

National Aviary that are not only 

creating an impactful change on 

the global front in species preser-

vation, but also growing the re-

gion by opening doors to artists 

like myself to use our creative 

abilities to join forces for a com-

mon good.” 

 

The show is scheduled for No-

vember 4 through November 6. 

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/peabody-awards-2016-winners-first-885256
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/peabody-awards-2016-winners-first-885256
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/peabody-awards-2016-winners-first-885256
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/peabody-awards-2016-winners-first-885256
http://www.pittsburghaebook.com/
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The music outreach program op-

erated by Ace Hotel and Martin 

Guitars is expanding, reports 

Morgan Greenwald in Billboard. 

Ace Hotel Expands Local Music Programs 

 

Ace Hotel (singular) is a chain of 

Oregon-based boutique hotels 

established in 1999 that opened a 

Pittsburgh location in 2015 by 

renovating the former YMCA 

building in the city’s historic East 

Liberty neighborhood.  The C.F. 

Martin & Company (commonly 

known as Martin Guitars) is a 

family-owned manufacturer of 

musical instruments founded in 

1833. 

 

This expansion revolves around a 

program coordinated by artist 

Doug Hream Blunt called “String 

Theory” which will involve live 

concerts in Pittsburgh, New York, 

Los Angeles and New Orleans. 

The proceeds from each perform-

ance will benefit local music ther-

apy centers. In addition, Martin 

guitars will be donated. 

 

The two companies have also 

announced a micro-grant program 

to benefit Pittsburgh artists. Musi-

cians will be selected via a com-

munity-driven process. 

 

“The level of trust and creative 

spirit we have fostered for the 

past five years with Martin Gui-

tar has really allowed us to push 

the boundaries of our work to-

gether,” Greenwald quotes Kelly 

Sawdon, partner and chief brand 

officer at Ace Hotel. “From host-

ing shows in our public spaces, 

to having beautifully crafted gui-

tars in our hotel rooms for our 

guests to use, we couldn't be 

more excited and honored to 

further this collaboration into 

fostering local musicians and 

their communities.” 

Click Below to Discover Your Inner Yinzer! 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/pittsburgh-puzzles-james-a-richards/1123174427?ean=9780996313452


http://www.thevideohouse.com/
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Images 
Celebrate Pittsburgh’s 
arts & entertainment 

The new roof of the Mattress Factory featuring the completed installation called 

“Acupuncture” that will light the sky starting in June. 

To have an image considered contact Jim Richards at jim@james-richards.com 
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Pittsburgh’s skyline is about to 

get a new and unusual addition 

with a permanent installation on 

the roof of the Mattress Factory. 

 

Rooftop To Light In June 

Established in 1977, the Mattress 

Factory is a contemporary art mu-

seums specializing in room-sized 

environments and installations. Its 

located inside a former mattress 

warehouse on the city’s historic 

North Side. 

 

The installation is called 

“Acupuncture” and has been a 

decade-long project of German 

artist Hans Peter Kuhn. It’s made 

from light emitting diodes (LED) 

tubes used as sticks that seem to 

pierce through the museum’s roof. 

The size and location will make it 

visible from all angles. 

 

“Acupuncture” will be unveiled 

and lit during the museum’s an-

nual fundraiser on June 17. 

 

[See the “Images” 

sidebar below—Ed.] 

A small fire broke out in the 

Benedum Center just before the 

opening of a Pittsburgh Opera 

production, reports the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette. 

Pgh Opera 

On Fire 

(Sort Of) 

 

The paper says that the battery 

inside a prop caused a fire that 

spread “to upholstery and a bed-

spread located inside the 

Benedum Center.” 

 

Pittsburgh Fire Department pro-

fessionals extinguished the blaze 

and no damage was done to the 

building. The full article is avail-

able at http://www.post-

gazette.com/ae/theater-

dance/2016/04/27/Benedum-fire-

causes-no-problems-for-

Pittsburgh-Opera-s-upcoming-

premiere/stories/201604270169 

http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/theater-dance/2016/04/27/Benedum-fire-causes-no-problems-for-Pittsburgh-Opera-s-upcoming-premiere/stories/201604270169
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/theater-dance/2016/04/27/Benedum-fire-causes-no-problems-for-Pittsburgh-Opera-s-upcoming-premiere/stories/201604270169
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/theater-dance/2016/04/27/Benedum-fire-causes-no-problems-for-Pittsburgh-Opera-s-upcoming-premiere/stories/201604270169
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/theater-dance/2016/04/27/Benedum-fire-causes-no-problems-for-Pittsburgh-Opera-s-upcoming-premiere/stories/201604270169
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/theater-dance/2016/04/27/Benedum-fire-causes-no-problems-for-Pittsburgh-Opera-s-upcoming-premiere/stories/201604270169
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/theater-dance/2016/04/27/Benedum-fire-causes-no-problems-for-Pittsburgh-Opera-s-upcoming-premiere/stories/201604270169
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Pittsburgh-Applause-3785902?
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On May 10, the Steeltown Enter-

tainment Group will stage its 

first ever Elly Awards at the Ace 

Hotel. 

 

Steeltown Launches Award 

Established in 2003, the Steel-

town Entertainment Group seeks 

to forge a vibrant and sustainable 

entertainment industry for south-

western Pennsylvania. 

 

The awards are named in honor of 

late co-founder Ellen Weiss 

Kander. They will honor emerg-

ing talent, creative young adults, 

innovative organizations and loyal 

Pittsburgh expatriates who are 

behind Pittsburgh's thriving enter-

tainment industry. 

 

For the inaugural year, the honor-

ees are real estate professional 

Anne Lewis (who helped raise 

$800,000 for a local film), author 

Jesse Andrews (a Pittsburgh na-

tive who has penned award win-

ning screenplays) and film and 

online media producer Chris 

Preksta (who created the popular 

online series “Mercury Men.” 

 

For more information, visit http://

www.steeltown.org/2016ellyawar

ds 

The local chapter of Women in 

Film & Media (WIFM) has an-

nounced a seminar on writing 

screenplays. 

WIFM 

Seminar 

 

WIFM is dedicated to advancing 

professional development and 

achievement for women working 

in all areas of film, video and 

other screen-based media 

 

Steve Cuden is the author of Beat-

ing Hollywood: Tips for Creating 

Unforgettable Screenplays. He’ll 

be at the Hollywood Theater on 

June 5 at 4:00 p.m. A WIFM 

email describes it as “for authors, 

screenwriters, producers, direc-

tors, actors, and anyone with a 

passion for storytelling, the event 

includes insight into three of the 

most essential screenwriting ele-

ments.” 

 

The Carnegie Museum of Natural 

History, one of the four Carnegie 

Museums of Pittsburgh, has 

announced that it is restoring one 

of its most famous displays. 

CMNH Restoring Exhibit 

 

Known as “The Arab Courier,” 

the display is a diorama created in 

1867 depicting lions attaching a 

North African courier on camel-

back. Its design is part of an artis-

tic style called “Orientalism” that 

was popular in the 19th century.  

 

“We plan to do a CAT scan to 

explore a long-standing rumor 

surrounding the diorama,” ex-

plains the museum’s Steve Ton-

sor. “We’ve known for ages that 

there are unidentified human teeth 

in the mannequin’s head, and this 

is an opportunity to discover 

whether there might also be other 

bone fragments.” 

 

The restored piece will go back 

on display later this year with new 

interpretive signage. 

http://www.steeltown.org/2016ellyawards
http://www.steeltown.org/2016ellyawards
http://www.steeltown.org/2016ellyawards
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
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8 

The annual Susan G. Komen Race for 

the Cure is back for another fun and 

exciting Mother’s Day. 
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SUN 

8 

He’s lean and amazing: musician 

Boney James delivers cool to the 

Byham Theater. 
THU 

12 

The annual Pittsburgh Children’s 

Theater Festival once again graces the 

Pittsburgh Cultural District. 

FRI 

13 

Internationally acclaimed conductor 

leads the Pittsburgh Symphony 

Orchestra in an all-Strauss program at 

Heinz Hall. 

THU 

19 

Mystery and music comes to the 

Cabaret at Theater Square with a 

local production of the Broadway hit 

“The 39 Steps”. 

FRI 

20 

The stage at Stage AE gets shocking 

with the help of legendary shock 

rocker Alice Cooper. 

SAT 

28 

The Carnegie Museum of Art 

welcomes works from artist and 

humanitarian Ai Weiwei. 

TUE 

31 

The award winning musical “Matilda” 

lands at Benedum Center for some 

delightful family fun. 

TUE 

31 

The one and only Beyonce does her 

thing at Heinz Field in a massive, 

exciting concert. 

http://pghevents.net/?event=susan-g-komen-race-for-the-cure
http://pghevents.net/?event=boney-james
http://pghevents.net/?event-tags=pittsburgh-international-childrens-festival
http://pghevents.net/?event=the-39-steps-2
http://pghevents.net/?event=alice-cooper
http://pghevents.net/?event=ai-weiwei-circle-of-animals-zodiac-heads
http://pghevents.net/?event=matilda-the-musical
http://pghevents.net/?event=beyonce
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Never Underestimate The Power 
Of A Good Scandal! 

http://www.farawayhill.net/


“Truman Capote” 

Last Month’s Solution DOWN 
1. Tru’s longtime companion 

2. Whispered instructions 

3. A father’s boy 

4. Half of the TV/film 

       performers union 

5. A brief approval 

6. See 28-Down 

7. Solo 

8. Ancient city known called Luoyang 

9. Swedish town near Norway 

13. Tru’s famous “non-fiction novel” 

14. Miss Piggy’s pretentious “me” 

15. Long-running arresting TV show 

16. Jerry Garcia’s band (abbr.) 

18. Copy 

19. Tru’s best literary friend 

20. What Tru called his gal pals 

21. Iron or lead 

23. 1953 Mexican film 

24. Tru’s long-lost first novel 

       (with 12-Across) 

28. Tru won this at age 24 

       (with 6-Down) 

30. Woodwind mouthpieces 

31. See 16-Across 

32. Infamous date in March 

33. Lowest monetary denomination 

34.  Baby bovine 

THE APPLAUSE PUZZLE 

ACROSS 
1. She wrote the play “Tru” 

10. Common type of 11-Across 

11.  Common building material 

12. See 24 Down 

14. Weird 1934 horror ifilm 

16. Tru’s famous rival, with 31-Down 

17.Tru tended to be this in interviews 

19. Bunny action 

20. Another name for porch 

22. Tru’s Louisiana hometown 

25.  Made 11-Across smooth 

26. A tool for sweeping clean 

27. Carson’s successor 

29. Tru’s Alabama hometown (or site  

       of a popular Pittsburgh mall) 

33. Gator cousin 

35. Teacher-turned astronaut Sally 

36. She played Holly in the movie    

       version of Tru’s novella 

37. Grade slightly better than eff. 

38. Neon or argon 

39. Tru’s favorite city, briefly 

40. Where Holly ate her breakfast in  

       Tru’s novella 
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Join the Pittsburgh Applause group on 
www.linkedin.com. 
 
As a member of this group, you’ll be 
better able to connect with your A&E 
peers in Pittsburgh! 
 
Membership is free, but you must have 
a Linkedin profile to participate. 

www.pittsburghapplause.com www.pittsburghaebook.com 

http://www.james-richards.com/
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Keep the Applause Coming 
Everyone in our line of work loves receiving applause, but to keep Pittsburgh 

Applause coming your way, its important to support the newsletter through 

ad buys and monetary gifts to Jim Richards. 

Full-page (8” wide x 10” high): $100 
Half-page (8” wide x 5” high): $75 

 
All ads need to be built-to-size and provided in a low-res JPG file format. All ads 
must be pre-paid with the check made payable to the Pittsburgh A&E Group. 
 
For more information, contact Jim at jim@james-richards.com 


