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Comcast Buys DreamWorks Animation 
NBC-Universal (part of Comcast 

Corporation ) has announced that 

it is purchasing DreamWorks 

Animation  for $3.8 billion. 

 

Comcast operates Pittsburghôs 

cable television franchise and 

owns entertainment giant NBC-

Universal. DreamWorks Anima-

tion was originally created in 

1997 as subsidiary of Dream-

Works SKG. The division was 

spun off in 2004 and became a 

publically traded company. 

 

Since its founding, DreamWorks 

Animation has produced some of 

the most popular animated 

(usually computer animated) 

movies of all time. These include 

ñShrekò (2001), 

ñMadagascarò (2005) and 

ñTurboò (2013). 

 

According to Cable News Net-

workôs (CNN) Brian Stelter, 

ñshareholders in DreamWorks 

will receive $41 in cash per share 

of stock --- a roughly 50% pre-

mium from where the stock was 

trading before the merger talksò 

became public. DreamWorksô 

current chief, Jeffrey Katzenberg, 

will step down but continue to 

consult. 

 

The new acquisition, once itôs 

approved by regulators, will be-

come part of the Universal Filmed 

Entertainment Group.  

Pittsburghôs only remaining alter-

native weekly, City Paper, an-

nounced on March 31 that it has 

been purchased by Eagle Media. 

The news was reported after Pitts-

burgh Applauseôs April issue was 

completed. 

 

Eagle Media is the parent com-

pany of the Butler Eagle, a daily 

newspaper published in rural But-

ler County since 1903. The family

-owned newspaper is well-known 

for its conservative outlook which 

is in direct contrast to City Pa-

perôs famous liberalism. 

 

Joyce Gannon of the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette reports that ñVance 

Smith, who was named publisher 

of City Paper, said no changes in 

personnel at the paper are 

planned.ò Smith is a member of 

the Wise family, which has 

owned the Butler Eagle since its 

inception. The two papers have 

City Paper Sold 
shared the same printing facilities 

for the past decade. 

 

City Paper is a member of the 

Association of Alternative 

Newsmedia whose online report-

ing suggests that the current edito-

rial approach is not expected to 

change. 

 

Financial terms have not been 

disclosed. Steel City Media, 

which had owned City Paper 

since its inception, plans to focus 

on its radio stations. 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Pittsburgh-Applause-3785902?
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The first round of this yearôs Pea-

body Awards has been an-

nounced, and the honorees in-

clude Hearstôs Pittsburgh station, 

WTAE-TV, reports Kimberly 

Nordyke in the Hollywood Re-

porter. 

WTAE -TV Wins Peabody 

 

Named for businessman and phi-

lanthropist George Peabody (1852

-1938), the award program is 

among the most prestigious in the 

media world. The first awards 

were issued in 1941. 

 

Nordyke writes: ñWTAE reporter 

Paul Van Osdol provided a four-

alarm public service when he dog-

gedly investigated the wildly 

varying response times of Penn-

sylvaniaôs volunteer fire depart-

ments and found a chronically 

inefficient system that hadnôt 

changed substantially since the 

days of horse-drawn trucks and 

bucket brigades. His sleuthing 

prompted legislative hearings and 

the passage of bills aimed at 

quickening response and saving 

lives, as well as public question-

ing of the dependence on volun-

teers instead of professional mu-

nicipal services.ò 

 

See the full article at http://

www.hollywoodreporter.com/

news/peabody-awards-2016-

winners-first-885256 

Sigismound Segbefia was sen-

tenced to a two-year prison term 

by a federal court in Pittsburgh 

for fraud involving singer and 

record producer Pharrell Wil-

liams, reports the Associated 

Press. 

 

A native of Ghana and a resident 

of Maryland, Segbefia conned 

more than $1 million from people 

by claiming he could book 

Pharrell for a concert while at the 

same time running online dating 

scams. 

 

He was prosecuted in Pittsburgh 

because he used the name of a 

local postal worker (without the 

workerôs knowledge) as part of 

his scams. 

 

Segbefia pleaded guilty in De-

cember. He must pay restitution 

and be departed after servicing his 

prison term. 

Con Man 

Sentenced 

A retired football player has been 

named the featured artist at this 

fallôs Wings & Wildlife Art Show 

and Marketplace. 

 

Football Star Becomes 

Featured Artist 

The annual event is produced by 

and held at the National Aviary . 

Established as a municipal facility 

in 1952, the National Aviary is 

the nationôs only independent 

indoor nonprofit aviary and is 

home to over 600 creatures. 

 

Baron Batch was born in 1987 in 

Odessa, Texas. He attended Texas 

Tech University and later played 

for the Pittsburgh Steelers from 

2011-2013. Today, he owns an 

online food company and is the 

creative director at a local media 

agency.  

As an artist, Batch is known for 

refreshingly bold paintings that 

are considered rough, colorful and 

edgy. ñI toured the Aviary and 

became more aware of the vital 

role they play in species conserva-

tion and was reminded of the im-

portance we have as humans to 

respect the rest of the planet,ò 

Batch explains in a press release. 

ñI am honored to call myself a 

Pittsburgh artist at this time be-

cause of organizations like the 

National Aviary that are not only 

creating an impactful change on 

the global front in species preser-

vation, but also growing the re-

gion by opening doors to artists 

like myself to use our creative 

abilities to join forces for a com-

mon good.ò 

 

The show is scheduled for No-

vember 4 through November 6. 

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/peabody-awards-2016-winners-first-885256
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/peabody-awards-2016-winners-first-885256
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/peabody-awards-2016-winners-first-885256
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/peabody-awards-2016-winners-first-885256
http://www.pittsburghaebook.com/
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The music outreach program op-

erated by Ace Hotel and Martin 

Guitars is expanding, reports 

Morgan Greenwald in Billboard. 

Ace Hotel Expands Local Music Programs 

 

Ace Hotel (singular) is a chain of 

Oregon-based boutique hotels 

established in 1999 that opened a 

Pittsburgh location in 2015 by 

renovating the former YMCA 

building in the cityôs historic East 

Liberty neighborhood.  The C.F. 

Martin & Company  (commonly 

known as Martin Guitars) is a 

family-owned manufacturer of 

musical instruments founded in 

1833. 

 

This expansion revolves around a 

program coordinated by artist 

Doug Hream Blunt called ñString 

Theoryò which will involve live 

concerts in Pittsburgh, New York, 

Los Angeles and New Orleans. 

The proceeds from each perform-

ance will benefit local music ther-

apy centers. In addition, Martin 

guitars will be donated. 

 

The two companies have also 

announced a micro-grant program 

to benefit Pittsburgh artists. Musi-

cians will be selected via a com-

munity-driven process. 

 

ñThe level of trust and creative 

spirit we have fostered for the 

past five years with Martin Gui-

tar has really allowed us to push 

the boundaries of our work to-

gether,ò Greenwald quotes Kelly 

Sawdon, partner and chief brand 

officer at Ace Hotel. ñFrom host-

ing shows in our public spaces, 

to having beautifully crafted gui-

tars in our hotel rooms for our 

guests to use, we couldn't be 

more excited and honored to 

further this collaboration into 

fostering local musicians and 

their communities.ò 

Click Below to Discover Your Inner Yinzer!  
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