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Two Baroque Organizations To Merge 
Two respected local music organizations 

are merging, reports the Pittsburgh Trib-

une-Review's Mark Kanny. 

 

Renaissance & Baroque presents per-

formances of the music of the Middle 

Ages, Renaissance, Baroque and Early 

Classical periods and fosters a broader 

understanding and appreciation of the mu-

sic, arts and culture of the times. It was 

established in 1969 under the guidance of 

music educator and scholar Colin Sterne 

(1921 ï 2008) under the name Renaissance 

& Baroque Society 

 

Chatham Baroque is a non-profit ensem-

ble formed in 1990 to perform music of the 

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries using 

instruments of the period. 

 

The road to merger began last December 

when Renaissance & Baroque (A&B) 

needed administrative help after the sudden 

departure of their executive director. They 

turned to Chatham Baroque. 

ñWe thought, if at all possible, the 

best situation for us was to share 

resources managing our con-

certs,ò Kanny quotes A&B board 

member Richard Stern. ñWe knew 

our executive director position 

was a less than full time, full sal-

ary job. When we looked at local 

organizations to seek alliances, 

some kind of joint operating 

structure, Chatham Baroque was 

far and away the best. We went to 

them and are grateful and relieved 

that they took over the second 

half of our season because we 

were in the lurch. We had con-

certs that needed publicity and 

mechanics to be handled. We are 

pleased with what they accom-

plished.ò 

 

By working closely together, the 

two organizations began to realize 

how symbiotic they are, with 

Chatham Baroque's board chair-

man Bill Semins telling Kanny 

"we thought, 'what a great 

match'." 

 

Details have not been announced. 

Read Kanny's full article at http://

triblive.com/aande/

music/13575874-74/baroque-

organizations-merge-to-continue-

to-make-beautiful-music-in-

pittsburgh 

Mural Artist Sues City & Property Owners  
The artist behind the Moving the Lives of 

Kids Community Mural Project  is suing 

the city and a group of other parties, re-

ports Matthew Santoni for the Pittsburgh 

Tribune-Review. 

 

Moving the Lives of Kids Community Mu-

ral Project (MLK) was founded in 2002 by 

artist, muralist and Wilkinsburg native 

Kyle Holbrook. The organization has 

grown quickly, with thousands of young 

artists creating murals in at least ten states 

and some foreign countries. 

 

On April 27, Holbrook and MLK filed the 

suit citing the destruction of at least eight 

murals as part of renovation pro-

jects. The suit says that these ac-

tions violate the contracts that 

were signed with MLK as well as 

the 1990 Visual Artists Rights Act 

(VARA). 

 

"Without providing plaintiffs with 

a reasonable opportunity to pro-

tect and preserve their artworks, 

defendants destroyed, mutilated, 

modified and defaced the works 

of art installed by plaintiffs," San-

toni quotes Holbrook's lawyers. 

Among these are three that were 

painted over by the property own-

ers --- one of which is the Port 

Authority of Allegheny County.  

 

Santoni has posted before-and-

after photos with his article at 

http://triblive.com/local/

allegheny/13598190-74/artist-

sues-pittsburgh-developers-over-

murals-destroyed-by-construction 
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The fallout continues for the Sin-

clair Broadcast Group (SBG) 

since the privately owned com-

pany ordered its stations' news-

casters to read on air a controver-

sial statement regarding fake 

news. 

Sinclair owns two Pittsburgh tele-

vision stations and has for years 

faced claims of a right-wing bias. 

 

Deans from more than a dozen 

journalism schools sent a joint 

letter to SBG chief David Smith. 

TheWrap.com's Jon Levin re-

ported that the letter read, in part, 

that a "line was crossed by Sin-

clair . . . [whose] use of news per-

sonnel to deliver commentary --- 

not identified as such --- may fur-

ther erode what has traditionally 

been one of the strongest alle-

giances in the news landscape, the 

trust that viewers put in their local 

television stations."  

Sinclair News Scandal Still Simmers 
The National Press Photogra-

phers Association (NPPA) has 

issued a statement of condemna-

tion. 

 

The performers union SAG-

AFTRA  --- which maintains a 

full -time office in downtown 

Pittsburgh and whose members 

include newscasters --- has joined 

the chorus of critics. Dave 

McNary writes in Variety that the 

union has issued a statement 

about they've addressed the issue. 

ñSAG-AFTRA has been in con-

tact with Sinclair to express our 

concerns with this campaign," the 

union explains, "and we stand 

with our members and journalists 

everywhere in challenging corpo-

rate directives that call into ques-

tion the journalistic integrity of 

the news presented to the public.ò 

 

SBG is responding in full force, 

which includes rescinding a 

promised $25,000 donation to 

NPPA. The company's senior 

political analyst --- and former 

Trump campaign staffer --- Boris 

Epshteyn has also been criticized 

for his alleged pro-Trump bias. 

He went on the air April 4 with 

this rebuttal: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=BrFElmhY2I4 

 

In early April, the British newspa-

per The Guardian quoted SBG's 

David Smith defending his com-

pany. He insisted that the stations' 

news coverage does not have a 

right-wing bias. ñIf anybody can 

show me otherwise, in the context 

of any local news that works for 

me, then show me,ò he said. 

 

Donald Trump has also defended 

Sinclair, which may or may not 

help the company on this issue. 

ñSo funny to watch Fake News 

Networks, among the most dis-

honest groups of people I have 

ever dealt with, criticize Sinclair 

Broadcasting for being biased,ò 

the President tweeted on April 2. 

ñSinclair is far superior to CNN 

and even more Fake NBC, which 

is a total joke.ò 

KDKAôs GM Pike To Retire 
The general manager of Pitts-

burgh's TV stations KDKA and 

WPCW has opted to retire, re-

ports John Eggerton in Broadcast-

ing & Cable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both stations are owned by the 

CBS Corporation. 

 

 

Pike has been in the broadcasting 

industry for nearly four decades. 

He has been with CBS since 

2004. 

 

ñUnder Chrisôs leadership, 

KDKA has consistently been the 

market leader in Pittsburgh and 

one of the truly great TV stations 

in the country,ò Eggerton quotes 

CBS' Peter Dunn. ñWe are proud 

to have KDKA as one of the 

crown jewels of our station group 

and thankful for everything Chris 

has done to build on the stationôs 

status as a legacy broadcaster 

while also growing our business 

on the digital platforms that will 

ensure the stationôs continuing 

success.ò 

 

Pike steps down in mind-May. 
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