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Symphony Musicians Strike Continues
The strike by the Pittsburgh Musicians Union against the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra
moves into its second contentious
month.
October saw the orchestra threatened to fire and replace the strikers (which was soon reversed),
cancel weeks of performances,
Mayor Bill Peduto trying to mediate and even British pop musician
Elvis Costello refusing to cross
the picket line.
The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review’s
Mark Kanny reports that the symphony’s losses are mounting dur-
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ing the walk out. These include
over $300,000 in refunded tickets
and just under $590,00 is lost
revenue from canceled shows.
“The effect of the
strike
damages
us greatly
from loss
of income
through
ticket
sales,” he quotes Christian Schornich, the symphony's chief operating officer. Read more at: http://
triblive.com/aande/
music/11347194-74/symphonystrike-musicians
At the center is the proposal to cut
salaries by 15% as well as a reduction in benefits. The symphony, which was in the red even
before the strike, says that these
changes are necessary for its longterm survival.
The musicians are getting support
from various sources, including
young Jonah Hertzman who has
started a crowd-funding campaign
connected to his bar mitzvah: he’s
asking people to celebrate his
coming of age by donating at
https://www.crowdrise.com/pogofor-the-pso/]
Nevertheless, Peduto and Allegheny County Executive Rich
Fitzgerald are trying to end the
stand-off. “[Musicians] are willing to concede on some of the
points,” the mayor told the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review’s Bob
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Bauder, “but they want the size of
the symphony and the salaries to
remain the same.” To make their
case, the symphony has agreed to
let a “neutral fincnacial expert to
conduct an independent review”
of its finances.
Meanwhile, the musicians have
been reaching out to the public
with concerts across the city.
Postings related to the strike are
often posted to https://
www.facebook.com/
PSOMusicians/?ref=page_internal

PA Film
Credits
To keep the state’s film industry
booming, Pennsylvania has enhanced its tax incentive program,
reports Variety.
The article explains that
“Producers who come to Pennsylvania have a lot of financial lures
to chase, including a 25% transferable tax credit on both abovethe-line and below-the-line workers. The credit can be further
boosted by 5% if a production
uses qualified production facilities
and meets minimum staging requirements.” Read the full article
by clicking http://
variety.com/2016/artisans/
production/pennsylvaniaproduction-incentives1201885653/
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SAG-AFTRA Strikes Game Companies
While the strike at the Pittsburgh
Symphony is getting the most
attention (at least locally), another
walkout is affecting the arts &
entertainment community --- this
one by SAG-AFTRA.

SAG-AFTRA is the leading union
representing thousands of television, radio and digital performers
including hundreds of members in
the Pittsburgh area and a full-time
regional office in downtown.
On October 21 SAG-AFTRA
declared a strike against certain

video game producers after what
the union calls “nearly two years
of unsuccessful negotiations.”
These are some of the biggest
companies in the business, including Electronic Arts and a division of the Walt Disney Company.
At issue is what SAG-AFTRA
calls the “freeloader model of
compensation”: the multiple use
of voice performers’ recordings
without paying extra for it.
In a statement release the day
before the declaration: “In this
industry, which frequently uses
performers and understands the
intermittent and unpredictable
nature of this type of work, fair
compensation includes secondary
payments when games hit a cer-

tain level of success with consumers, not simply higher upfront
wages. Secondary compensation
is what allows professional performers to feed their families in
between jobs.”
Thing were becoming more contentious as October came to a
close. The union is claiming that a
public relations firm representing
the game companies has been
using the SAG-AFTRA logo as
part of a deceptive web site.
SAG-AFTRA has launched a special page of its web site regarding
the strike at http://
www.sagaftra.org/interactive

Carnegie Breaks Ground On CSC Pavilion
Art Museum Eyes Million Dollar Painting
Exciting things are happening to
two of the four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh.
The Carnegie Science Center
(CSC) broke ground on October
25 for its new Science Pavilion. A
press release explains that the new
facility, “will house 6,000 square
feet of STEM [science, technology, engineering, mathematics]
learning labs. This space will offer enhanced STEM programming
and will serve as a regional hub
for teacher professional development activities.” There will also
be an exhibitions gallery and a
conference/event space for various science programs and receptions.

The CSC’s Ron Baillie told the
Pittsburgh Business Times’ Time
Schooley that the center has had
to turn away large Smithsonian

Institution traveling exhibits due
to a lack of space. Pittsburghbased architectural firm Indovina
Associates Architects designed
the expansion.
Meanwhile, the Carnegie Museum of Art has put a $1 million
work on reserve, reports Nate
Freeman on ArtNews.com
That piece is a large-scale painting by internationally acclaimed
African-American artist and edu-
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cator Kerry James Marshall,
whose works are inspired by the
Black Power movement of the
1960s and confront racial stereotypes.
It was part of the 14th annual London arts fair produced by the
magazine Frieze. More on the fair
is available by clicking http://
www.artnews.com/2016/10/05/atfrieze-london-collectors-capitalize
-on-weak-pound-buoying-saleseven-as-brexit-looms/

See an artist’s rending of the
new Science Pavilion on page 6.
— Ed.
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Silver Eye Center Moving
One of the South Side’s leading
cultural institutions, the Silver
Eye Center for Photography, is
packing up and moving, reports
the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review.
The center is the region’s only
organization “dedicated solely to
the understanding, appreciation,
education and promotion of photography as an art
form” (according to their mission
statement).

Silver Eye’s new home is in the
up-and-coming Garfield
neighborhood not far from the
Pittsburgh Glass Center. It’s
much larger than the center’s current storefront, offering space for
larger exhibitions and more educational programs.
The center held a farewell party
on October 15 and has closed its
East Carson Street site. No date
has been announced for the new
facility’s opening, which will be
sometime in 2017.

Hearst Promotes Drain
John Drain has been named chief
financial officer of Hearst Enterprise’s television subsidiary.

In Pittsburgh, Hearst owns two
radio and one television station,
most notably WTAE-TV.

forward to working with John as
we move Hearst Television into
the future."
Drain joined Hearst Television in
2010. Before that he worked in
sales for Comcast, which owns
NBC-Universal and operates
Pittsburgh’s cable television franchise.

“John's breadth of experience has
been an exceptional resource for
Hearst Television,” said Jordan
Wertlieb, Hearst Television president in a press release. “He has
provided outstanding leadership
on many important aspects of our
business including financial operations, strategic acquisitions,
and transformational facility projects --- such as the renovation of
the historic Burlington train station in Omaha, Neb., into the state
-of-the-art home of KETV. I look
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New News
Director At
Channel 11
Suzanne Nadell began her new
position as news director for
WPXI-TV, Cox Enterprises announced.

“WPXI is a newsroom with great
momentum,” said Ray Carter,
WPXI Vice President/General
Manager, in a press release
“Suzanne has had a distinguished
career and is more than ready to
take the wheel of the Channel 11
news machine.”
Nadall comes from the Cox station in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
In other Cox news, the company
is promoting Brett Fennell from
the media group’s chief financial
officer to executive vice president. Fennell will be in charge of,
among other matters, CoxReps,
the division that sells commercial
time on local stations to national
advertisers.
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Opera Names Winners
The winners of the annual Mildred Miller International Voice
Competition have been announced by the Opera Theater of
Pittsburgh, reports the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette’s Elizabeth Bloom.
Founded in 1978, the Opera Theater presents works that engage
diverse, new and younger audiences, especially those not normally attracted to opera. One of
these methods is performing all
productions in English. The competition welcomes young professional vocalists age 18 to 35. Its

named in honor of company founder Mildred Miller Posvar, who
has retired.
Australian-born Philadelphia
tenor Alasdair Kent won first
prize followed Boston soprano
Chelsea Basler and soprano Jacquelyn Stucker (also of Boston).
New York City tenor Johnathan
Tetelman was named Audience
Favorite.
The winners receive cash prizes
and performance opportunities
with the theater.

Images

Nat’lAviary
On “Ellen”
A little girl got a cute treat on
Ellen DeGeneres’s popular TV
talk show --- thanks to the National Aviary.
The October 11 installment featured a pre-taped segment shot at
the National Aviary where a fiveyear-old girl named Violet got to
visit creatures as diverse as a flamingo and a sloth.
What the clip at http://
ellentube.com/videos/0-ir3yysvh/

Celebrate Pittsburgh’s
arts & entertainment
history and community.

This is an artist’s rendering of the new addition to the Carnegie Science Center, whose groundbreaking occurred late last
month. To learn more, read the article on page 2
To have an image considered contact Jim Richards at jim@james-richards.com
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Arts Fest Seeking Artists
Applications are now being accepted by the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust for the 2017 Three
Rivers Arts Festival.
The next festival will be held June
2-11, 2017.

“We are pleased to continue celebrating original works from regional artists and newcomers,
leading to a selection of worldclass, renowned exhibitions and

shows,” the Trust’s Sarah Aziz
said in a press release.
The festival is looking to fill slots
at the annual artist market and
juried exhibitions as well as performers (music and otherwise)
and artists who want to pursue a
special project.
Applications are due January 17.
For more information, visit http://
pressroom.trustarts.org/2016/10/06/
open-call-for-artists-58th-annualdollar-bank-three-rivers-artsfestival/

Opportunities
Extras are being sought for the film “Last Flag Flying,” a drama set during the early days of
the Iraq War (2003-2011) and the deep loss experienced by a father. Filming takes place
now through early December. Information is available at www.movieextraspittsburgh.com
Continuing the theme of the Iraq War: an open casting call has been issued for the short,
student-produced film “The Second Tour” for two men in their twenties to portray a pair of
veterans. Contact pfifallfilm@gmail.com
The local Top Notch art supply store is seeking a part-time staffer to wait on customers and
handle matters such as data entry and shipping/receiving. Expect about 15 hours a week and
between $9 and $10 per hour. Anyone interested should apply in person at 411 South Craig
Street.
An untitled independent film being shot here in December is seeking an actor in his 50s.
The film is the story of an alcoholic man who is being supported financially by his son.
Contact dwifilm2016@gmail.com
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THE APPLAUSE PUZZLE
“U.S. Presidents”
1
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ACROSS

50

51

53

54

1. League of Nations President
5. The “silent” President
11. “90210” actor Ziering
12. Sheep’s comment
13. Latin “that is”
14. Honor given to LBJ
19. Fonzie’s condition
21. Courtney Love band
22. Bosnian soccer manager
23. Elegant coffee drink
26. Meow creature
29. Mad cartoonist Al
30. The bully Roosevelt
31. Lounge lazily
34. LBJ-Era war, briefly
35. Fancy food bird
36. Brief sleep
39. 54-Across creation
40. Mrs. Truman
42. Camelot President
44. President George H. W. or
President George W.

33

35

38

40

32

55

46. Postpones at a meeting
49. Copier company
52. “Star Trek” shape-shifter
53. Length x width
54. Nothing to fear Roosevelt
55. Desire

DOWN
1. President #1
2. Pharma dude Eli
3. Rescue
4. Three minus two
6. Current President
7. Paddle
8. CA’s biggest city
9. God, in Rome
10. Thermal lead-in
15. Jupiter moon
16. Fish eggs
17. Hitler’s enforcers, briefly
18. Yet, poetically
19. Pullman strike President

20. Civil War President
24. President who became
Chief Justice
25. Computer image
27. Giamatti portrayed him
on TV
28. 29-Down, to pals
29. The inventive
third President
32. It’s Grand and Ole
33. Mauna follower
37. Japanese volcano
38. A gnat or a whiner
41. Baseball dude Green
43. Most disgraced President
44. Popular burger meat
45. More than one bovine
47. Online chuckle
48. Mean rapper, to fans
50. Comedic actor Romano
51. Miner’s quest
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Join the Pittsburgh Applause group on
www.linkedin.com.
As a member of this group, you’ll be
better able to connect with your A&E
peers in Pittsburgh!
Membership is free, but you must have
a Linkedin profile to participate.
www.pittsburghapplause.com
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Keep the Applause Coming
Everyone in our line of work loves receiving applause, but to keep Pittsburgh
Applause coming your way, its important to support the newsletter through
ad buys and monetary gifts to Jim Richards.
Full-page (8” wide x 10” high): $100
Half-page (8” wide x 5” high): $75
All ads need to be built-to-size and provided in a low-res JPG file format. All ads
must be pre-paid with the check made payable to the Pittsburgh A&E Group.
For more information, contact Jim at jim@james-richards.com
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