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 GPAC Distributes $500K Grants 

Twenty individual artists and 35 
organizations have been awarded 
$450,000 from a one-time grant 
program administered locally by 
the Greater 
Pittsburgh Arts 
Council (GPAC).  
 
That program is 
the Allegheny 
Arts Revival 
Grant funded by 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA) as part of American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021. The law 

is the $1.9 trillion dollar stimulus 
package intended to help the U.S. 
economy recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
GPAC’s Mia Hooper explains in 
a press release that “it is very rare 
for small organizations to have 
access to unrestricted funds, as 
most grant programs limit the use 
of grants to specific and often 
time-limited efforts. We hope that 
the overwhelming response to the 
Allegheny Arts Revival Grant 
indicates the need for arts funders 

to support sustainable, unre-
stricted funding programs.” 
 
$10,000 grants for general oper-
ating support to 35 arts/culture 
organizations, and $5,000 grants 
to 20 individual artists. They 
were chosen by among 89 or-
ganizations and 204 individuals 
who applied. The full list is 
available by clicking here. 

The leading arts & entertainment 
unions announced on October 26 
to extend the COVID-19 Safety 
Agreement through January 31, 
2023. 
 
These unions are: The Directors 
Guild of America (DGA), Inter-
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees (IATSE), In-
ternational Brotherhood of 
Teamsters (IBT) and Screen 

Unions Keep COVID Rules 
Actors Guild-American Fed-
eration of Television and Ra-
dio Artists (SAG-AFTRA) as 
well as several others. 
 
The agreement sets protocols for 
productions in any metropolitan 
area or county with 14 or more 
COVID-19 hospital admissions 
per 100,000 population.  

SCROLL DOWN PAST CROSSWORD 
FOR FULL REPORT 

Popular local singer/songwriter 
Slim Dorsythe recently shot a 
cameo for an upcoming epi-
sode of the Paramount+ series 
“The Mayor of Kingstown.” 
 
In an email to Pittsburgh Ap-
plause publisher James A. 
Richards, the artist enthused  
that he “spent a solid 7 hours in 
the bar at Nied's Hotel with 
Jeremy Renner and his co-star, 
Nisha Munshi, as they worked 
on a 5-minute scene. [Owner 
Jimmy Nied] was the bartender 
and I was ‘the old guy at the 
bar.’ T had one line! It was an 
amazing experience and I'm 
really thankful to the show for 
inviting me to play a small 
part.” 
 
At press time, it was unknown 
when the episode drops. 

https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/aarg-grantee-announcement-2022


http://www.cobblerworld.com/
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The multi-year tumult at the city’s 
leading newspaper has now spilled 
over to its one remaining alternative 
weekly: Lisa Cunningham has left 
her post at Pittsburgh City Paper in 
protest. 

 
On 

October 6, production workers at the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette went on 
strike in response to higher insur-
ance premiums. MediaPost.com’s 
Ray Schultz reports that owner 
Block Communications has offered 
raises to off-set the increase. But 
that was not enough for Communi-
cation Works of America mem-
bers.  
“For nearly six years, the unions at 
the Post-Gazette have been without 
a collective bargaining agreement,” 
the union explains in a press release. 
“Despite extensive negotiations the 
Post-Gazette has refused to engage 
in any good faith bargaining and has 
not granted a single union proposal 

Post-Gazette Strike Affects City Paper 
that would improve the employ-
ees’ benefits or working condi-
tions.” 
 
Block Communications turned to 
Eagle Media and its resources to 
keep producing the print paper. 
Based in rural Butler County it is 
publisher of the conservative But-
ler Eagle newspaper. The compa-
ny has also owned the liberal 
Pittsburgh City Paper since 2016. 
That decision to provide printing 
services (along with allegations of 
editorial interference regarding the 
strike) has led City Paper’s editor-
in-chief Lisa Cunningham to re-
sign. 
 
Members of Teamsters Local 
205/211. Pressmen’s Union GCC/
IBT Local 24M/9N and Pittsburgh 
NewsGuild (TNG-CWA Local 
38061) joined the strike. There 
have been picketers at the compa-
ny’s printing plant in Butler. 
 
The owner of Butler Media has 
defended the printing as a way to 
keep the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
from folding. Not everyone is con-

vinced that the motivation is so 
altruistic: Cunningham claims 
she was told not to report on the 
strike. 
 
Regardless, numerous local me-
dia outlets --- such as Pittsburgh 
Current --- has had to fold in 
response to the economic crash 
resulting from the COVID pan-
demic.  
 
“We do’t have enough journal-
ists already asking questions, and 
then if you take a big chunk of 
them out of the workforce, and 
they stop asking questions, that 
hurts the whole community,” 
Point Park University’s Andy 
Conte told WTAE-TV reporter 
Kalea Gunderson. “It does feel 
sort of like this one thing that 
started at the Post-Gazette is 
expanding and kind of growing, 
and I do think that it has the po-
tential to reshape our local media 
for the future.” 

https://www.poynter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NEWS-RELEASE-POST-GAZETTES-UNFAIR-LABOR-PRACTICES.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
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Three new musicians have been 
hired by the Pittsburgh Sympho-
ny Orchestra (PSO); the organi-
zation announced on October 19. 
 
“We are de-
lighted to wel-
come to the 
Pittsburgh 
Symphony the 
outstanding 
violinists Vivi-
an Ling, Regi Papa and Carolyn 
Semes, and look forward to their 
meaningful musical contributions 
to the orchestra and our commu-
nity for many years to come,” 
said the PSO’s Melia Tourangeau 
in a press release. 
 
Boxianzi (Vivian) Ling holds a 
Bachelor of Music from San 

PSO Adds Three Violinists 

Francisco Conservatory, which 
she entered at the age of 14. She 
has performed with the San 
Francisco Symphony, among 
others. Regi Papa is a Greco-
Albanian violinist who has per-
formed extensively in various 
ensembles throughout the United 
States and Europe. Carolyn 
Semes is a recent graduate of The 
Juilliard School. She has per-
formed with the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra and the 
New World Symphony. 
 
Papa and Semes begin performing 
with the PSO in January 2023 and 
Ling in June 2023. 

The former Hambone’s is being 
purchased by an investment 
group, reports Eric Heyl for Pitts-
burgh Patch. 
 
Hambone’s was a popular bar and 
concert venue in the city’s Law-
renceville neighborhood for some 
35 years. It closed in 2019 after 
the death of its owner. 
 
The renovated space is to be 
called Deby and, like Hambone’s, 
be a performance site as well as a 
bar and restaurant. Deby is ex-
pected to open sometime in the 
summer of 2023. 

New Club 

https://getvaccineanswers.org/
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/


http://www.thevideohouse.com/
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Gerald stern 

(1925-2022) 

The son of legendary Pittsburgh 
filmmaker George Romero is 
partnering with Village Road 
Show Pictures for a new “Living 
Dead” movie, reports Mike Flem-
ing Jr. for Deadline.com. 
 
A pitch is being made at this 
year’s American Film Market 
(AFM), a project of the Inde-
pendent Film & Television Alli-
ance (IFTA) first staged in 1981. 
The marketplace is being held 
November 1 - 6 in Santa Monica. 
Village Road Show Pictures is the 
American division of the Australi-
an firm Village Road Show En-
tertainment Group. 
 

New Life For “Dead” 
The plan calls for award win-
ning director Nikyatu Jusu to 
helm the project. “The original 
version of ‘Night of the Living 
Dead’ is still so resonant to this 
day,” Fleming quotes Jusu. 
“Every era has the zombie that it 
needs and right now, zombies 
reflect the ways that humans 
treat each other and show us 
who is truly the monster.” 
 
Read Fleming’s full article by 
clicking here 

A Pittsburgh-set film project of 
New York producer Aya 
Hamdan is among the recipients 
of a fellowship grant from Film 
Independent. 
 
The nonprofit Film Independent 
is best known for the annual In-
dependent Spirit Awards. Ham-
den’s forthcoming “Out of Wa-
ter” is one of the 2022 Producing 
Lab Fellows’ projects, reports 
Matt Grobar for Deadline.com. 
 
“Out of Water” is written and 
will be directed by Karina Dan-
dashi, who grew up in Pitts-
burgh. It is being described as a 
semi-autobiographical story 
“exploring themes such as inter-
generational and cultural discon-
nect, sexuality and coming of age 
in diaspora.” 
 
For more information, read Gro-
bar’s article here. 

Film Project 
Gets Grant 

https://americanfilmmarket.com/
https://deadline.com/2022/10/night-of-the-living-dead-sequel-nikyatu-jusu-latoya-morgan-george-a-romero-1235155676/
https://www.10mils.com/film/out-of-water
https://deadline.com/2022/10/film-independent-sets-six-for-2022-producing-lab-unveils-imaginar-producers-residency-awarding-150000-in-grants-to-latinx-creatives-1235157476/
https://deadline.com/2022/10/film-independent-sets-six-for-2022-producing-lab-unveils-imaginar-producers-residency-awarding-150000-in-grants-to-latinx-creatives-1235157476/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
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The film “Pinball: The Man Who Saved the Game” opens this year’s 
Three Rivers Film Festival. 

Pittsburgh kindergarten teacher 
Renata Capozzoli has received 
the 2022 Roy A. Hunt Founda-
tion Award for Commitment to 
Education in the Arts and Hu-
manities. 

 

The award was established at the 
Frick Pittsburgh through the 
efforts of industrialist and 
philanthropist Torrence M. 
Hunt, Sr. (1921–2004). 
 
Capozzoli teaches at Pittsburgh 
Faison, which is described by 
the Pittsburgh Public Schools 
web site as “a learner-centered 
arts-integrated model where stu-

Teacher Wins Frick Award 
dents can use multiple intelli-
gences to become better learners 
and citizens prepared to achieve 
success in all of their endeav-
ors.” The school is named after 
Dr. Helen Faison (1924-2015), 
who was one of the first African-
American teachers in Pittsburgh.  
 
A Frick press release explains 
that during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, “Ms. Capozzoli strength-
ened the partnership between 
Faison and the Frick to success-
fully develop new art-based ex-
periences for students during a 
time of stress and uncertainty. 
Her efforts include organizing 
virtual field trips, monthly in-
class visits, and renewed on-site 
field trips for Faison’s entire 
kindergarten class.” 

Restoration efforts of historic 
church murals in Millvale is bene-
fitting from a major federal grant, 
reports WESA-FM’s Bill O’Dris-
coll. 
 
The murals decorate the interior 
of St. Nicholas Croatian Church, 
built in 1922 as the first Croatian 
Catholic parish in the United 
States. These are considered the 
most important works of Croatian
-American artist Maksimilijan 
“Maxo” Vanka (1889-1963). 
Vanka was a committed pacifist, 
and his St. Nicholas images offer 
social commentary on issues fac-
ing the world at the time. 
 
“Just cleaning a square foot of a 
mural can take up to three hours,” 
Anna Doering, executive director 
of the Society to Preserve the 
Millvale Murals of Maxo Vanka 
told O’Driscoll. “With a grant like 
this [$471,670], we will have all 
the funds in place to complete a 
phase of conservation without 
stopping.” 
 
To learn more, read O’Driscoll’s 
article. 

Vanka Mural 
Gets Grant 

https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2022-10-03/conservation-of-pittsburghs-maxo-vanka-murals-takes-big-step-with-471-000-federal-grant
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2022-10-03/conservation-of-pittsburghs-maxo-vanka-murals-takes-big-step-with-471-000-federal-grant
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902


https://www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com/
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http://pghevents.net/events/mars-the-next-giant-leap-grand-opening/
http://pghevents.net/events/tags/thanksgiving-weekend/
http://pghevents.net/events/holiday-magic-winter-flower-show-light-garden-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/tags/lightupnight/
http://pghevents.net/events/tags/three-rivers-film-festival/
http://pghevents.net/events/the-marriage-of-figaro-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/hadestown/
http://pghevents.net/events/standing-with-puerto-rico/
http://pghevents.net/events/richard-marx-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/frankie-valli-the-four-seasons-3/


Opportunities 
Contemporary Craft is accepting entries for their Lydon Emerging Artist Program (LEAP). The program recog-
nizes exceptional emerging talent in the contemporary craft field and provides opportunities for these early career 
artists to bring their artwork to the consumer market. The award includes $1,000. The Deadline is December 15. 
See the full prospectus. 
 
One of the local iHeartMedia radio stations is seeking a promotions assistant. A college degree is preferred, but 
not required. Read the full posting. 
 
Applications are now the Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator Grant. Through this grant, creative entrepreneurs can 
receive up to $2,000 to support general operations of their small business (marketing, architecture, visual arts, 
crafts, design, film and media, digital games, music, entertainment and publishing) It is being administered locally 
by the Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council. For details, click here. 

 
KDKA-TV is seeking a digital producer live and on-demand video content for mobile, desktop and OTT platforms. 
The CBS station is part of Paramount Global. Details here, 

 
Emerging and mid-career performing artists from the Western Pennsylvania region are welcome to submit project 
proposals to the New Hazlett Theater. These projects are to be in theater, dance, music, spoken word or multi-
disciplinary performance. For more information, click here. 

 
The deadline to apply to the Silver Eye Center for Photography’s annual fellowship program has been extended 
to November 7. Information here. 

https://www.projectcasting.com/tag/pittsburgh/
https://actorsequity.org/resources/DoNotWork/
https://www.sagaftra.org/news-events/all-news
https://form.jotform.com/222714499277164
https://iheartmedia.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/External_iHM/job/Bridgeville-PA-44-Abele-Road-Suite-102-15017/iHeartMedia-Pittsburgh-Promotions_Req28936-2
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/news/grants-available-creative-entrepreneurs-2022
https://careers.paramount.com/job/Pittsburgh-PA-15222/941568500/
https://newhazletttheater.org/csa/apply/
https://silvereye.org/about/fellowship-guidelines#support
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The sudden resignation of long-
time executive David Nevins has 
resulted in plenty of speculation 
over how Paramount Global 
will process scripted projects in 
the future. 
 
One of Para-
mount Glob-
al’s major 
units is CBS, 
which owns 
two Pittsburgh 
television stations. Nevins has 
held dual positions within Para-
mount Premium Group. This divi-
sion includes Pluto TV  and Para-
mount+.  

Paramount In Flux 
Deadline.com’s Nellie Andreeva 
reports that the resignation ap-
pears to be the first step in a 
much-needed restructuring. 
“With multiple executives having 
a say over Paramount+,” she 
writes, “and calls often being 
made by a committee, there has 
been some frustration over the 
decision-making process at the 
company.” 
 
In a separate article, Andreeva 
and Peter White explain that “we 
should expect a clearer picture on 
both Paramount+ and CBS Studi-
os/Paramount TV Studios in next 
couple of weeks, and it will likely 
involve layoffs.” Read this article 
by clicking here. 

Additional cast members have 
been announced for the develop-
ing Pittsburgh-based streaming 
series “Average Joe,” reports 
Denise Petski for Deadline.com 
 
The dark 
comedy 
stars De-
on Cole 
(“Black-
ish”) as a 
Hill District plumber who learns 
that his late father stole millions 
of dollars from some Russian 
mobsters. The series being pro-
duced for BET+, which is part of 
Paramount Global and also 
owns KDKA-TV. 
 
Tammy Townsend, Malcolm 
Barrett, Cynthia Kaye 
McWilliams, Michael Trucco, 
Ashley Olivia Fisher and Pasha 
Lychnikoff have been added to 
the cast as regulars.  You can 
read Petski’s article by clicking 
here and the projects current sta-
tus by clicking here. 

BET+ Cast 

On October 24, music supervisors 
at Netflix filed with the National 
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) 
seeking a union certification elec-
tion. This was done with the as-
sistance of the International Al-
liance of Theatrical Stage Em-
ployees (IATSE). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Netflix produces many of it pro-
jects in Pittsburgh and IATSE has 
hundreds of members in the re-
gion. A music supervisor oversees 
matters relating to a project’s 
score, from licensing pre-existing 
works to collaborating with com-
posers on original songs. 
 
“Earlier this year,” a union press 
release explains, “the Alliance of 
Motion Picture and Television 

Netflix Unionizing Effort 

Producers (AMPTP) refused to 
recognize film and television 
Music Supervisors’ collective 
decision to unionize industry-
wide, despite more than 75% 
supporting unionizing with 
IATSE. Netflix is presently the 
largest employer of Music Super-
visors out of any studio in the 
AMPTP.” 
 
Details on the union’s position 
are available by clicking here. 

https://deadline.com/2022/10/paramount-plus-scripted-originals-cbs-studios-paramount-tv-studios-synergies-layoffs-1235156990/
https://deadline.com/2022/10/average-joe-bet-dark-comedy-series-cast-tammy-townsend-malcolm-barrett-cynthia-kaye-mcwilliams-michael-trucco-1235148851/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt18070984/?ref_=nm_flmg_wr_1
https://iatse.net/netflix-music-supervisors-file-for-unionization-election-at-labor-board/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/


https://www.vls.com/


Across 

Down 

1. Online info letters 
6. Classic Audrey Hepburn movie 
11. Learn, such as a task 
12. Dying Eurasian sea 
13. Guadalajara greeting 
14. Classic crooner Martin, to pals 
16. Actor Morales, to pals 
17. Type of casting? 
18. Co-star of 6-Across, to pals 
19. Construct or build 
22. Commercial, e.g. 
24. Ire 
25. Hepburn’s love interest in 6-Across 
27. Famed photographer who inspired the 
25-Across character 

Last Month’s Solution 

2. Popular 70’s do 
3. Fictional magazine featured in 6-Down 
4. Cozy guest place 
5. Setting for much of 6-Down 
7. Singer and actress Peeples, to pal 
8. Dim 
9. Where water became wine, per St. John 
10. Literary girl created by 18-Across 
11.  Biblical pronoun 
15. Actress Merkel, to pals 
17. Unhappy 
18. Actor Penn, to pals 
19. Staff member of 4-Down 
20. Cultural lead-in? 
21. Sharp 
23. Patriotic letters often chanted 
24. “Facts of Life” star Charlotte 
26. Boob tube, initially 
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https://pa211sw.org/

