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Pittsburgh Symphony Musicians Walk Out 
The 2016-2017 Pittsburgh Sym-

phony Orchestra (PSO) season 

remains in jeopardy after the local 

chapter of the American Federa-

tion of Musicians (AFM) --- also 

known as the Pittsburgh Musi-

cians Union --- rejected its latest 

offer. 

 

In a press release, the PSO de-

scribes its 3-year proposal as its 

"last, best and final offer [that] 

would have ensured that the mem-

bers of the Pittsburgh Symphony 

Orchestra remained well compen-

sated, while also maintaining 

benefits such as 10 weeks of paid 

vacation time per year, a mini-

mum of 12 weeks of paid sick 

time per year, paid sabbaticals, 

pay for overtime and seniority, 

comprehensive health insurance 

and a generous retirement plan." 

 

The re-

lease goes 

on to point 

out that 

the PSO 

has over 

$11 mil-

lion in 

debt and 

running a $1.5 million budget 

deficit. The orchestra also cites 

"more than ten years of declining 

ticket sales" and that they have 

"asked that musicians absorb a 15 

percent salary concession" as well 

as changes in their benefit plan. 

 

In a Facebook post, the union 

responds:  

 

"By Management’s own admis-

sion, the PSO is seeing strong 

growth in ticket sales, subscrip-

tion sales, and its annual fund – in 

fact, management acknowledges 

'a record-breaking fundraising 

year.' . . . Management cites a 

series of misleading figures that 

the musicians have thoroughly 

debunked in face-to-face meetings 

with management since February . 

. . Management’s demands are not 

driven by necessity. Rather, man-

agement has taken the ideological 

stance of seeking to impose a 

'new business model' that man-

agement claims will be more 

'sustainable'" adding that the pro-

posed changes with adversely 

affect the PSO's level of quality 

and ability to attract new talent 

and even keeping the musicians it 

currently has. " We again call 

upon Management to return to the 

table and bargain for a fair con-

tract that will ensure the contin-

ued excellence of the PSO." 

 

At press time, the September 30 

to October 2 program centering 

on the music of composer John 

Williams had been cancelled. The 

season debut on October 7 with 

violinist Pinchas Zuckerman is 

also at risk of cancelation.  

 

The union and its supporters are 

regularly posting updates at 

https://www.facebook.com/

PSOMusicians 

http://www.pittsburghaebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PSOMusicians
https://www.facebook.com/PSOMusicians
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In response to a surprising number 

of shootings, both the Pittsburgh 

Cultural Trust and the Pittsburgh 

Police Department are responding 

with separate, but complimentary, 

programs. 

 

Trust & Police Post-Shootings Safety Plans 

Founded in 1984, the Pittsburgh 

Cultural Trust is a non-profit arts 

organization whose mission is the 

cultural and economic revitaliza-

tion of part of downtown by con-

verting it to a 14-block arts and 

entertainment/residential 

neighborhood called the Pitts-

burgh Cultural District. 

 

Statistics show that Pittsburgh's 

downtown is normally one of the 

city's safest neighborhoods. But 

2016 has seen some high-profile 

acts of violence, especially in-

volving young people in the Cul-

tural District and Market Square. 

 

The first such incident happened 

on July 4 when four people were 

injured in a shooting after the 

fireworks display. The next oc-

curred July 7 when a man was 

stabbed in Market Square. A teen 

shot another teen near the Wood 

Street T Station on September 13. 

Ten days later, three people were 

stabbed.  

 

Megan Guza writes in the Pitts-

burgh Tribune-Review that the 

police are introducing new tech-

niques to address them. These are 

focused on patrol teams com-

prised of officers and youth lead-

ers (such as coaches and select 

students) who can engage people 

before any violence can happen. 

“We want representatives of peo-

ple who know the kids out in 

these areas with us so we can take 

what's in danger of becoming a 

police problem and turn it into an 

intervention where we can help 

the kids to make better decisions,” 

Guza quotes Police Chief Cam-

eron McLay. 

 

Separately, the Pittsburgh Cul-

tural Trust is partnering with the 

Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) to brings its If You See 

Something Say Something public 

awareness campaign to the Cul-

tural District. The campaign edu-

cations and encourages people to 

recognize the indicators of terror-

ism and terrorism-related crime, 

as well as the importance of re-

porting suspicious activity to state 

and local law enforcement. Tools 

and related information are online 

at https://www.dhs.gov/See-

Something-Say-Something 

“Pittsburgh Cultural Trust facili-

ties are the first venues in the 

Pittsburgh area to implement the 

program since the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania adopted the pro-

gram just under a year ago,” the 

DHS' Bob Winters explained in a 

press release. “See Something, 

Say Something is not a program 

about making people afraid that 

something is going to happen, but 

instead an initiative in Hometown 

Security that everyone can use to 

contribute to enhancing safety at 

public assembly sites.” 

 

Anyone interested in learning 

more about the Trust's safety and 

security polices are welcome to 

call Kevin Wilkes at (412) 471-

6074. 

Long-time comics historian John 

F. Kelly has been named the new 

Executive Director of the Toon-

Seum, the institution announced 

on September 13 

 

ToonSeum Welcomes Kelly 

Established in 2007, the Toon-

Seum is just one of three muse-

ums dedicated to cartoon art in 

the United States. Founder Joe 

Wos stepped down in 2014. 

 

“John is a perfect fit for the Toon-

Seum,” said Rob Rogers, Toon-

Seum President, in a press release, 

“because first and foremost, he is 

a true comics geek who loves the 

field of cartooning and has made 

it his life’s passion. John was a 

dedicated fan and enthusiastic 

supporter of the ToonSeum long 

before getting involved on the 

board. He understands our mis-

sion and he understands the chal-

lenges we face as a non-profit arts 

organization in Pittsburgh. We are 

very optimistic about the Toon-

Seum’s future with John at the 

helm. He brings much needed 

energy and vision to our little 

corner of the Cultural District.” 

 

Kelly began his position at the 

end of September. 

https://www.dhs.gov/See-Something-Say-Something
https://www.dhs.gov/See-Something-Say-Something


http://pghevents.net/?event-tags=reel-q
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Once they were one, and they may 

be again: aging billionaire media 

mogul Sumner Redstone was to 

merge the two companies he con-

trols, Viacom and CBS Corp. 

 

CBS & Viacom May Re-Merge 

“Star Trek” Lawsuit Continues 

CBS Corp. owns two television 

and three radio stations. They 

were a single company from 1999 

to 2006.  

 

Wayne Friedman, writing for Me-

diaPost.com, explains that "the 

news does not come as a surprise, 

considering how active National 

Amusements [Redstone's holding 

company] has been with Viacom 

management. This resulted in the 

departure of chairman/CEO Phil-

ippe Dauman and the company’s 

abandonment of a proposed possi-

ble minority stake sale of Para-

mount Pictures." 

 

Meanwhile, a lawsuit between 

CBS' Paramount Pictures unit and 

the group of fans who have cre-

ated their own "Star Trek" movie 

has a new complication: J.J. 

Abrams. 

 

The fans used the Kickstarter 

crowd funding site to raise 

roughly $1 million for the pre-

quel, which is set two decades 

before the events in the original 

"Star Trek" (1966-1969) series. 

The suit for copyright violation is 

a departure for Paramount, which 

has allowed fan-produced "Star 

Trek" films and videos as long as 

they were non-commercial.  

 

Long-time fan Alec Peters is the 

lead producer of "Axanar", a pro-

ject that, unlike other fan works, 

features a full professional crew. 

That seems to be where CBS/

Paramount drew the line. The 

complaint filed by the companies 

asserts that "Axanar" work in-

fringe "Plaintiffs’ works by using 

innumerable copyrighted ele-

ments of 'Star Trek', including its 

settings, characters, species and 

themes." 

 

However, J.J. Abrams is taking 

the fans' side. An executive pro-

ducer of the three recent "Star 

Trek" films (and director of two), 

Abrams earlier this year ex-

pressed support for "Axanar." (So 

did Justin Lin, director of "Star 

Trek Beyond.").  

 

Recently, the Hollywood Re-

porter's Eriq Gardner wrote that 

Axanar Productions has filed a 

motion to see all communications 

between CBS/Paramount and 

Abrams and Lin. "Statements that 

'Star Trek' belongs to all of us and 

that the lawsuit is ridiculous and 

was going to be 'dropped' is rele-

vant to the impact on the market 

prong of the fair use analysis, and 

Plaintiffs utter lack of damages," 

Gardner quotes the defendants' 

lawyers. "Though these docu-

ments and deposition testimony 

are directly relevant to demon-

strating the impact of the Axanar 

Works on the market for the Star 

Trek Copyrighted Works, and 

Plaintiffs’ allegations of willful 

infringement, Plaintiffs have ei-

ther refused to produce, or pro-

duced insufficient documents." 

 

Needless to say, Paramount dis-

agrees. Read Gardner's full report 

at http://

www.hollywoodreporter.com/

thr-esq/star-trek-lawsuit-heats-

up-934130. You can see the full 

film (along with related videos) 

online at https://

www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLSrNLOeWFztlKo_WUi

JsBJNrlUHSrs6SF 

Pittsburgh native Zachary Quinto 

is among the dozens of "Star 

Trek" alumni who have formed 

Trek Against Trump, an effort to 

derail the presidential ambitions 

of Republican Donald J. Trump. 

 

The news was first reported Sep-

tember 29 by Joe Otterson on 

TheWrap.com. 

 

“Never has there been a presiden-

tial candidate who stands in such 

complete opposition to the ideals 

of the Star Trek universe as Don-

ald Trump,” the group has posted 

“Star Trek” Goes Anti-Trump 
on Facebook. “His election would 

take this country backward, per-

haps disastrously.” 

 

Other "Star Trek" stars who are 

part of the effort include actress/

director Gates McFadden, actor 

and gay rights activist George 

Takei and actor John Cho. See 

the full list at http://

www.thewrap.com/star-trek-

anti-donald-trump-group/ 

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr-esq/star-trek-lawsuit-heats-up-934130
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr-esq/star-trek-lawsuit-heats-up-934130
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr-esq/star-trek-lawsuit-heats-up-934130
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr-esq/star-trek-lawsuit-heats-up-934130
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSrNLOeWFztlKo_WUiJsBJNrlUHSrs6SF
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSrNLOeWFztlKo_WUiJsBJNrlUHSrs6SF
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSrNLOeWFztlKo_WUiJsBJNrlUHSrs6SF
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSrNLOeWFztlKo_WUiJsBJNrlUHSrs6SF
http://www.thewrap.com/star-trek-anti-donald-trump-group/
http://www.thewrap.com/star-trek-anti-donald-trump-group/
http://www.thewrap.com/star-trek-anti-donald-trump-group/
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Stills of the film adaptation of 

August Wilson's "Fences" have 

been made public, writes Scott 

Feinberg in the Hollywood Re-

porter. 

 

"Fences" is set in 1950s Pitts-

burgh and was written by August 

Wilson (1945-2005) as part of his 

acclaimed ten-play Pittsburgh 

Cycle. It won both the Pulitzer 

Prize for Drama and the Tony 

Award for Best Play. 

 

The play centers on a former pro-

fessional baseball player now 

struggling to support his family 

“Fences” Film Scheduled 
through menial jobs. "Fences" 

powerfully explores issues of 

race, family and how the past af-

fects the future. The film version 

was shot in Pittsburgh from April 

through June of this year and is 

scheduled for a Christmas Day 

release. It stars Denzel Washing-

ton (who also directs) and Viola 

Davis. Both had appeared in a 

2010 Broadway revival. 

 

See the photos and learn more at 

http://

www.hollywoodreporter.com/

race/first-look-denzel-

washingtons-fences-924694 

The only work as part of Pitts-

burgh native August Wilson's 

(1945-2005) acclaimed ten-play 

Pittsburgh Cycle to never play 

Broadway is about to do just that. 

 

Gordon Cox writes in Variety that 

"Jitney" has been added to the 

2016-2017 Manhattan Theater 

Club schedule. The play is set in 

a Hill District gypsy cab station in 

the fall of 1977 and the interesting 

collection of men who make a 

living driving for their neighbors. 

 

No casting has been announced 

yet. 

“Jitney” 

To B’way 

After six months of solid work, 

Point Park University has un-

veiled its new television studio. 

 

Point Park Opens Media Center 

The Pittsburgh Business Times' 

Christine Manganas writes that 

the facility (located in a storefront 

space of downtown's YWCA 

building) features " a green 

screen, industry-specific lighting 

and high-definition cameras . . . A 

photo studio, multimedia news-

room and transformational pres-

entation and gallery room also 

fills the space." 

 

It's all part of the university's Cen-

ter for Media Innovation. A press 

release issued in April described it 

as "a learning center where stu-

dents can merge their energy, 

talent and ambition . . . [and] the 

opportunity to work with the lat-

est technology. " Details are avail-

able at http://www.pointpark.edu/

Academics/Schools/

SchoolofCommunication/

CenterforMediaInnovation 

 

The man leading the center is 

former Pittsburgh Tribune-

Review reporter Andrew Conte. 

"Envisioning this space took place 

a long time ago, years ago," Man-

ganas quotes Conte. "The center 

brings together the different disci-

plines of journalism, television 

and news. And for the first time, 

they are in the same room where 

they can get together and work 

together." 

 

In addition to student use, the 

facility can be rented to outside 

production companies. 

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/race/first-look-denzel-washingtons-fences-924694
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/race/first-look-denzel-washingtons-fences-924694
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/race/first-look-denzel-washingtons-fences-924694
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/race/first-look-denzel-washingtons-fences-924694
http://www.pointpark.edu/Academics/Schools/SchoolofCommunication/CenterforMediaInnovation
http://www.pointpark.edu/Academics/Schools/SchoolofCommunication/CenterforMediaInnovation
http://www.pointpark.edu/Academics/Schools/SchoolofCommunication/CenterforMediaInnovation
http://www.pointpark.edu/Academics/Schools/SchoolofCommunication/CenterforMediaInnovation
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/


http://www.thevideohouse.com/
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A key event in the life of porn star Brent Corrigan (the stage name of  

actor/director Sean Paul Lockhart) is fictionalized in the film “King Cobra,” 

which is being screened as part of this year’s Reel Q. 

To have an image considered contact Jim Richards at jim@james-richards.com 
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Images 
Celebrate Pittsburgh’s 
arts & entertainment 

history and community. 

A grant of just under $500,000 

has been awarded to the Carnegie 

Museum of Natural History 

(CMNH) by the National Science 

Foundation. 

Natural History Museum Gets $500K Grant 

 

The CMNH is one of the four 

Carnegie Museums of Pitts-

burgh that has been considered a 

leading scientific research institu-

tion since its establishment in 

1896. The National Science Foun-

dation (NSF) is a US government 

agency founded in 1950 to support 

research and education in science 

and engineering.  

The grant will be used to help 

preserve items stored in Alcohol 

House, the museum's three-story 

storage space. It holds more than 

200,000 reptile and amphibian 

specimens that have been pre-

served in jars of alcohol. The fa-

cility is not open to the public but 

part of the funds will be used to 

create two new exhibits. 

 

"This is an opportunity to opti-

mize and share one of the mu-

seum’s most historic and fascinat-

ing collections,” the CMNH's 

Eric Dorfman, explains in a press 

release. "The specimens in the 

Alcohol House are critical re-

sources that help us understand 

the importance of conservation 

and the impact human activity has 

on environments." 

 

New educational material for 

schools will also be created. 

Pittsburgh rapper Malcolm "Mac 

Miller" McCormick is among the 

thirty music artists who have 

agreed to design shirts connected 

with National Football League 

teams, writes Billboard's Lauren 

Indvik.  

 

"The collaboration was organized 

by Teespring," Indvik explains, "a 

five-year-old, venture-backed 

online platform that enables users 

to buy and sell custom-designed t-

shirts on-demand." 

 

Miller's shirt features a cartoon 

Pittsburgh Steelers player grinning 

and giving a thumbs-up. Other 

participants include Melissa 

Etheridge and Eminem. Read the 

full article at http://

www.billboard.com/articles/

columns/hip-hop/7525609/

eminem-diplo-mac-miller-

among-30-artists-designing-nfl-

shirts 

Mac & NFL 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Pittsburgh-Applause-3785902?
http://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/hip-hop/7525609/eminem-diplo-mac-miller-among-30-artists-designing-nfl-shirts
http://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/hip-hop/7525609/eminem-diplo-mac-miller-among-30-artists-designing-nfl-shirts
http://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/hip-hop/7525609/eminem-diplo-mac-miller-among-30-artists-designing-nfl-shirts
http://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/hip-hop/7525609/eminem-diplo-mac-miller-among-30-artists-designing-nfl-shirts
http://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/hip-hop/7525609/eminem-diplo-mac-miller-among-30-artists-designing-nfl-shirts
http://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/hip-hop/7525609/eminem-diplo-mac-miller-among-30-artists-designing-nfl-shirts
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In a sign of the times, Trib Total 

Media has announced that the 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review will 

cease publishing a print version. 

 

The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

began in the 1990s as an exten-

sion of the Greensburg Tribune-

Review, which itself began pub-

lishing in 1811. The Pittsburgh 

paper has long been controver-

sially, in large part due to its late 

owner Richard Mellon Scaife 

(1932-2014) who made no secret 

of his conservative politics. Scaife 

was the primary backer of the 

Arkansas Project, a series of re-

ports highly critical of President 

Bill Clinton and his wife, Hillary. 

Among these was the now-

discredited claim that White 

Trib Ends Print Edition; Goes All Digital 
House attorney Vince Foster 

(1945-1993) was secretly mur-

dered. In fact, he had committed 

suicide.  

 

The primary writer of those arti-

cles, Christopher Ruddy, later 

founded the conservative media 

company Newsmax.  

 

Closely held, it is believed by 

many that the paper has never 

made a profit and survived largely 

by the support of billionaire 

Scaife (an heir to the Mellon 

banking fortune). "The decision to 

shutter the print edition comes 

amid an ongoing court battle over 

the estate of former publisher 

Richard Mellon Scaife," writes 

Erik Sass for MediaPost.com. 

"According to documents re-

vealed in this and previous legal 

filings, Scaife poured around 

$450 million into frequently un-

profitable businesses, most promi-

nently the Tribune-Review, over a 

span of several decades. The law-

suit was brought by Scaife’s son 

and daughter against three trus-

tees who oversaw the fund and 

acquiesced to Scaife’s plans over 

the years." 

 

More than 100 people are being 

laid off. The Greensburg and Tar-

entum editions will continue pub-

lishing, but the Pittsburgh version 

will remain strictly online. This 

leaves the Pittsburgh Post-

Gazette as Pittsburgh's only daily 

newspaper. 

Teaching Artist 

Wanted 
Craig's List has a posting from the 

Manchester Craftsmen's Guild 
seeking a teaching artist. the suc-

cessful candidate will work 

"individually and collaboratively 

to implement learning experiences 

that engage students through the 

arts and technology." Details at 

http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/

med/5803635350.html 

 

Going To The Dogs 
Casting sessions have been sched-

uled for October 13 and 14 by 

local production firm PMI. They 

are looking for a medium-sized 

dog to appear in a television com-

mercial being produced in Pitts-

burgh. The dog hired should be 

easy-going, reasonably well 

trained and can walk with and 

OPPORTUNITIES 
without a harness. To send a 

photo and information to Anasta-

sia Farmerie at Anasta-

sia@pmidigital.com  

 

MAP Fund 
Registration has opened for this 

first round of grants offered by 

the MAP Fund. Launched in 

1989, the MAP Fund goal is to 

support innovation and cross-

cultural exploration in new works 

of live performance. Grants range 

from $10,000 to $40,000. To 

learn more, visit mapfundblog.org 

 

Tech Job 
A posting on Craig's list by 

WQED Multimedia says that it 

is looking for a maintenance tech-

nician with at least five years' TV/

radio experience. The individual 

hired will be responsible for 

maintaining and repairing equip-

ment from cameras to satellite 

receivers. See the complete post 

at http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/

tfr/5760948191.html 

 

Adaptation 
Applications are being accepted 

by a competition and event called 

Adaptation, that merges art with 

technology. Four artists will be 

selected this December by a spe-

cial panel. Those chosen will have 

five months to realize their pro-

posals for a presentation in Ger-

many in mid 2017. Details are 

available at http://agile-iot.eu/

adaptation/index.html 

http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/med/5803635350.html
http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/med/5803635350.html
mailto:Anastasia@pmidigital.com
mailto:Anastasia@pmidigital.com
file:///F:/Pittsburgh%20Applause/Digital%20Issues/October%202016/Stories/mapfundblog.org
http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/tfr/5760948191.html
http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/tfr/5760948191.html
http://agile-iot.eu/adaptation/index.html
http://agile-iot.eu/adaptation/index.html
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Click Here For 
Our Special Section! 

SAT 

8 

The Pittsburgh Opera opens its season 

at the Benedum Center with the 

legendary, unforgettable 

“La Traviata”. 

www.pittsburghapplause. www.pittsburghaebook.c

MON 

17 

One of Pittsburgh’s beloved sons, 

Billy Porter, performs at the 

Cabaret at Theater Square 

THU 

6 

James Franco is among the stars ap-

pear in films being screened at this 

year’s Reel Q. 

THU 

27 

Carol Burnett stops at Heinz Hall to 

share some of her wonderful (and 

funny) stories. 

FRI 

21 

The Andy Warhol Museum debuts 

an exhibit showcasing the pioneering 

artist’s fascination with the human 

body. 

THU 

13 

Head over to the Consol Energy 

Center for the Penguins’ season 

FRI 

7 

Pinchas Zuckerman joins the 

Pittsburgh Symphony at Heinz Hall 

for the orchestra’s season opener. 

FRI 

21 

The Pittsburgh Playhouse stages an 

exiting local production of the classic 

rock musical “Tommy” 

SAT 

22 

Heinz Hall goes mod as the 

Pittsburgh Symphony performs 

classic songs from one of the rock 

world’s greatest albums. 

FRI 

28 

The Midtown Men bring their “Jersey 

Boys” cred to Heinz Hall. 

FRI 

14 

Acclaimed stage, TV and movie 

actor Alan Cumming brings his 

brilliant one-man show to the 

Benedum Center. 

http://pghevents.net/?event-tags=halloween
http://pghevents.net/?event=la-traviata
http://pghevents.net/?event=billy-porter
http://pghevents.net/?event-tags=reel-q
http://pghevents.net/?event=carol-burnett-an-evening-of-laughter-reflection
http://pghevents.net/?event=andy-warhol-my-perfect-body
http://pghevents.net/?event=pittsburgh-penguins-hockey-season-opener
http://pghevents.net/?event=pittsburgh-symphony-season-opener-pinchas-zukerman
http://pghevents.net/?event=the-whos-tommy
http://pghevents.net/?event=classical-mystery-tour-sgt-peppers-50th-anniversary
http://pghevents.net/?event=the-midtown-men
http://pghevents.net/?event=alan-cumming-sings-sappy-songs


National/World A&E News Round-Up 

Stolen Van Gogh Paintings Recovered 

www.pittsburghapplause.com www.pittsburghaebook.com 

Two painting stolen 14 years ago 

from the Van Gogh Museum, 

reports Hannah McGivern in 

TheArtNewspaper.com 

 

Opened in 1973 in Amsterdam, 

the museum is dedicated to the 

works of the pioneering artist 

Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890), 

who is considered one of the lead-

ing figures in Western Art. Nearly 

2 million people visit the museum 

annually. In 2002, two Dutchmen 

were convicted for stealing a pair 

of van Gogh works but the actu-

ally whereabouts of the paintings 

remained a mystery. 

 

"Investigators traced the property 

to Raffaele Imperiale, the leader 

of a drug-trafficking ring of the 

Camorra [the Neapolitan mafia]," 

writes McGivern.  

 

A BBC report adds that "the Ca-

morra crime organization of 

Naples is not known for its under-

stated good taste. Police raids on 

members' homes have often re-

vealed a preference for ostenta-

tious, kitsch decoration." 

 

The paintings were found without 

frames but in relatively good con-

dition. 

 

Reed Aims Archer To 

A Close 
Adam Reed, the creator and pro-

ducer of the hit animated cable 

TV series "Archie" has told Vari-

ety's Seth Kelley that the show's 

tenth season will be its last. 

 

Debuting in 2010, "Archie" is an 

adult spoof of spy movies cen-

tered around suave and self-

centered secret agent Sterling 

Archer (the voice of actor H. Jon 

Benjamin). 

“The plan is to end ‘Archer’ after 

Season 10,” Kelley quotes Reed. 

“I don’t know that anybody has 

talked about that, but that is defi-

nitely my plan, is to do eight, 

nine, and 10 --- and they’re gonna 

be each shorter seasons of just 

eight episodes --- and then wind it 

up.” 

 

Reed had not originally expected 

to take the series to 10 seasons. 

But a burst of creativity and the 

realities of show business com-

bined to change matters. He ex-

plains to Kelley that the "more 

episodes you make, the better it is 

in the long run" considering video

-on-demand, syndication and 

home video opportunities. 

 

AP Adds To Archive 
The AP has announced the acqui-

sition of the British Movietone 

film archive collection. 

 

Formed in 1846, the Associated 

Press (AP) is an international 

nonprofit cooperative news 

agency. It newspaper, radio, tele-

vision and online members con-

tribute stories to the agency, 

which also employs its own staff 

of reporters. 

 

Movietone News was a program 

of film reports that screened twice 

a week in the United States from 

1928 to 1963 and in the United 

Kingdom from 1929 to 1979. 

 

In a press release, the AP's Gary 

Pruitt explains: "The British 

Movietone archive is a gem of 

visual heritage and an incredible 

resource for content creators. For 

AP to become its new custodian is 

a true privilege and it perfectly 

complements AP’s own extensive 

archive collection.” Most of the 

films have been digitized and will 

be available to AP members as 

well as licensed to nonmembers. 

 

Cuban Complications 
When the Obama Administration 

renewed diplomatic ties with 

Cuba, the American art world 

became excited over the cultural 

opportunities. But that excitement 

appears to be premature, reports 

David D'arcy in TheArtNewspa-

per.com. 

 

"Snarls in securing loans from 

Cuban state institutions caused an 

exodus of benefactors from the 

Bronx Museum of the Arts in 

New York," D'arcy writes. "Other 

US institutions are now bypassing 

government collections in favor 

of more reliable sources." 

 

Cuban government bureaucracy 

isn't the only complication, so is 

that of the US government --- 

which is legally empowered to 

seize and sell art loaned from Cu-

ban museums before the 1959 

Castro takeover to satisfy prop-

erty claims by Cuba-Americans.  

 

In the meantime, institutions like 

the Museum of Fine Art Hous-

ton are steering clear of official 

intuitions and arranging for loans 

from individual artists. 

http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
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Ted Harbert, the chairman of 

NBC-Universal's broadcasting 

division, has announced he is 

stepping down. 

 

NBC’s Harbert Steps Down 

NBC-Universal is owned by 

Comcast, which operates Pitts-

burgh's cable television franchise. 

 

"The businesses Ted oversees are 

firing on all cylinders, and he is 

ready to look for his next chal-

lenge outside of NBCUniversal,” 

CEO Steve Burke said in a memo 

quoted in a story for Medi-

aPost.com written by Wayne 

Friedman. 

 

In other news, Universal Cable 

Productions has announced a deal 

with the estate of pioneering Brit-

ish filmmaker Alfred Hitchcock 

(1899-1980) to produce a new 

anthology series. The show will 

be called "Welcome to Hitch-

cock." According to a company 

press release, "the series will fo-

cus on a single season-long mys-

tery or crime in the spirit of the 

classic Hitchcock style and leg-

acy. Plans are in place for the 

studio to continue collaborating 

with the Hitchcock Estate to de-

sign a series that will entertain 

Hitchcock enthusiasts and entice 

an entirely new generation of 

fans." 

 

The same press release quotes the 

director's granddaughter, Katie 

O'Connell-Fiala as explaining that 

“our grandfather always collabo-

rated with the best and the bright-

est to help shape his vision . . . 

We’re confident that Universal 

Cable Productions will take great 

care in helping us to continue 

preserving his legacy.” 

Kim Guthrie has been named 

president of Cox Communica-

tions' Media Group division, 

writes Diana Marszalek in Broad-

casting & Cable. 

 

Cox's stations include Pittsburgh's 

WPXI-TV/DT. 

Kim Guthrie Named To Head Cox Media 

 

Guthrie is currently a vice presi-

dent; she is to succeed Bill Hoff-

man, who retires at the end of the 

year.  

 

"Kim has been with Cox for 

nearly 20 years and is an inspira-

tional leader who has helped our 

media properties transform,” Mar-

szalek quotes Cox Enterprises 

president and CEO John Dyer. 

“She played a key role in the suc-

cessful creation of Cox Media 

Group in 2008 and has been rec-

ognized as one of the media in-

dustry’s most influential leaders. 

She is a natural fit to ensure Cox 

Media Group continues to deliver 

innovative products and compel-

ling news content.” 

 

Meanwhile, Cox has launched a 

new TV sales platform. That plat-

form is called Videa. Joe 

Mandese reports for Medi-

aPost.com that Videa "enables 

buyers to plan and buy full local 

TV schedules on a forward re-

serve basis, leveraging the same 

kind of consumer segmentation 

data they use to buy, analyze and 

optimize digital programmatic 

media." 

 

Companies owning more than 200 

stations have hired the service, 

including Heart Television, the 

owner of WTAE-TV/DT. Read 

more, including the comments of 

industry professionals, at http://

www.mediapost.com/

publications/article/285761/cox-

launches-sales-side-platform-

enables-agencies.html 

http://www.mediapost.com/publications/article/285761/cox-launches-sales-side-platform-enables-agencies.html
http://www.mediapost.com/publications/article/285761/cox-launches-sales-side-platform-enables-agencies.html
http://www.mediapost.com/publications/article/285761/cox-launches-sales-side-platform-enables-agencies.html
http://www.mediapost.com/publications/article/285761/cox-launches-sales-side-platform-enables-agencies.html
http://www.mediapost.com/publications/article/285761/cox-launches-sales-side-platform-enables-agencies.html
http://www.pittsburghaebook.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Pittsburgh-Applause-3785902?
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/


The online video hosting site 

YouTube is facing claims of reli-

gious bias by the makers of an 

upcoming independent film. 
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Filmmakers Charge YouTube With Bias 

YouTube is owned by Google, 

the leading technology company 

that maintains a major division in 

Pittsburgh. 

 

The film is an adaptation of the 

published journals of Rachel Scott 

(1981-1999), the first victim in 

the Columbine High School mas-

sacre, when two troubled students 

entered their Colorado school 

heavily armed and began shooting 

teachers and fellow students. 24 

people were injured and 13 people 

(12 of them students) were killed. 

The shooters committed suicide. 

 

Miss Scott's journals reflect her 

upbringing in Fundamentalist 

Christian Churches in Louisiana 

and Colorado. The film strongly 

reflects this and includes some of 

the controversial stars of the cable 

television series "Duck Dynasty." 

 

"The filmmakers are accusing 

YouTube of anti-Christian bias," 

writes Paul Bond in the Holly-

wood Reporter. "[They] say that 

YouTube ignored not only their 

requests to reinstate their channel, 

but also their numerous requests 

to explain why their trailer was 

problematic." Last fall, YouTube 

had also blocked the filmmakers' 

channel (it has since been rein-

stated). 

 

Details, including the trailer, are 

available at http://

www.hollywoodreporter.com/

news/filmmakers-accuse-youtube-

anti-christian-934108 

http://www.james-richards.com/
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/filmmakers-accuse-youtube-anti-christian-934108
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/filmmakers-accuse-youtube-anti-christian-934108
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/filmmakers-accuse-youtube-anti-christian-934108
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/filmmakers-accuse-youtube-anti-christian-934108
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
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“The Addams Family” 

Last Month’s Solution 

THE APPLAUSE PUZZLE 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 32 

33 34 35 36 

37 38 

39 40 41 42 43 

44 45 

46 47 48 49 

50 51 52 53 54 

55 56 57 58 

59 60 61 

62 63 

ACROSS 
1. TV’s 10-Down 

10. “America’s Top Model” Porter 

12. Sure starter 

13. Attempt 

14. Popular domain extension 

15. Mr. Cassidy, who was TV’s 

 31-Down 

16. Snag 

18. 00-Down’s maiden name 

20. President of Hell 

21. Broadway’s 8-Down 

 (with 46-Across)) 

23. Posed 

24. Classic TV brand name 

25. Classic candy with a toy head 

27. Concept 

29. Bulgarian capital 

30. The middle of RPM 

31. Predecessor of the EP 

32. DR’s colleague 

33. Half a laugh 

34. Debt letters 

37. See 42-Across 

39. Canadian postal code 

41. Black or Dead 

42. Film’s 31-Down (with 37-Across) 

44. Great czar 

45. Big success 

46. See 21-Across 

49. State north of IN 

DOWN 
1. TV’s 8-Down 

2. Opera song 

3. English rugby player Nathan 

4. Greek island 

5. Either Clooney TV show 

6. Welsh internet suffix 

7. Circleville school 

8. The family patriarch 

9. Concert equip. 

10. Follicly challenged uncle 

15. Frog relative 

17. Film’s 10-Down (with 46-Down) 

19. Ready 

22. Continent above SA 

23. Small drink 

26. Old 48-Down name 

28. Film’s 36-Down (with 33-Down) 

30. Receiver of the check 

31. The family butler 

33. See 28-Down 

35. Estonian village 

36. The family matriarch 

38. TV’s 36-Down (with 59-Across) 

40. 36-Across had plenty of this 

43. Target or goal 

46. See 17-Down 

47. “Psycho” mom 

48. Medieval Norwegian 

52. 2009 anime film 

54. Rooster’s babe 

56. 36-Down had a hot one 

58. Pronoun for 36-Down 

59. Legendary golfer (init.) 

60. Polish beer brand 

50. Israeli-Australian singer 

51. The Addams’ had a basement vault 

 full of this 

53. Half a Cuban dance 

55. Catch-22 character 

56. Short farewell 

47. Riveting WWII symbol 

59. See 36-Down 

61. The thing Thing is 

62. You’ll probably find one amongst 

 the 51-Across 

63. Ms. Neuwirth, Broadway’s 

 36-Down  

H 

X 

O P K I N S 

D 

E 

R 

F 

L 

A 

N H O J 

N A V I A E 

A F L G E N S 

I P U 

T U B A 

C S R O X P E N N 

H W O W R A I E E E 

C A M I B R I N E W O E 

O A L O E L I N K 

S N E K C I D S E L R H C 

K I D O G R A N 

N I T S U A R A 

A I M O R A O S S 

S T P M L E N N A H 

L E S R E T A E S 

E M C E N T U T A I L 

B E A T L E S T A 

C 



Join the Pittsburgh Applause group on 
www.linkedin.com. 
 
As a member of this group, you’ll be 
better able to connect with your A&E 
peers in Pittsburgh! 
 
Membership is free, but you must have 
a Linkedin profile to participate. 

www.pittsburghapplause.com www.pittsburghaebook.com 

http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
http://www.pittsburghaebook.com/


www.james-richards.com www.pittsburghapplause.com 

Keep the Applause Coming 
Everyone in our line of work loves receiving applause, but to keep Pittsburgh 

Applause coming your way, its important to support the newsletter through 

ad buys and monetary gifts to Jim Richards. 

Full-page (8” wide x 10” high): $100 
Half-page (8” wide x 5” high): $75 

 
All ads need to be built-to-size and provided in a low-res JPG file format. All ads 
must be pre-paid with the check made payable to the Pittsburgh A&E Group. 
 
For more information, contact Jim at jim@james-richards.com 


