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Contending With Donald Trump

Both the commercial and non-
profit creative worlds are search-
ing for ways of responding to the
changing landscape created by
Donald Trump and his supporters.

The brief suspension of “Jimmy
Kimmel Live” by group owners
NexStar Media Group and Sin-
clair Broadcast Group (which
owns two Pittsburgh TV stations)
has brought the situation to public
attention --- at least, for a mo-
ment.

Fear of retribution is fueling cau-
tion. Award winning British TV
producer Armando Iannucci has
been frustrated in his efforts to
raise funds for a project critical of
Trump. He is quoted by Deadline’
Jake Kanter that the advice he’s
been getting from America is
“you better lawyer up [if the pro-
ject is realized], you will spend
the next four years just weighed
down by legal issues you have to
get through.”

Locally, the Greater Pittsburgh
Arts Council (GPAC) has been
especially active in keeping Pitts-
burgh’s creative community in-
formed and engaged with its fre-
quently updated blog.

Among what may be the most
important responses to the Kim-
mel issue is coming from the Di-
rectors Guild of America
(DGA). The union has called on
its members to report any instanc-
es of censorship that they are fac-
ing. “We understand that these
issues go beyond the suspension
of one late night program, and the
guild remains committed to pro-
tecting your artistic and creative
rights.”

One bright spot was a September
19 ruling by a federal judge that

“enjoined and set aside [a Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts]
implementation of an executive
order that prohibits federal fund-
ing for grants that express ideas
disfavored by the government.”

Nonprofit media has been hit
especially hard by federal budget
cuts. Rob Tornoe reports for the
Philadelphia Inquirer that a
Pennsylvania organization will be
the first in the nation to shut
down as a direct result of
Trump’s actions. WPSU-TV has
been serving much of the state’s
rural population for more than
seven decades. And the entire NJ
PBS web of stations owned by
the New Jersey Public Broad-
casting Authority (a state agen-
cy) is at serious risk. “The loss of
NJ PBS would seriously harm the
flow of news and information,”
writes Ray Schultz for Me-
diaPost.

In a September 30 email to Pitts-
burgh Applause, WQED Mullti-
media’s Jason Jedlinski under-
scored that “WQED is not going
anywhere.”

“Make no mistake,” Jedlinski
added, “PBS programming will
change. But we are determined to
keep educating and inspiring peo-
ple across southwestern Pennsyl-
vania --- no matter what.”

The Far Right has targeted the
media for decades. “The efforts to
eliminate television deemed of-
fensive to conservatives, whether
those offenses came on social or
political grounds, stretches back
nearly 45 years,” the Hollvwood
Reporter’s Steven Zeitchik docu-

ments in detail. But the earliest
efforts of the Far Right failed.
There were fewer media options
then which gave companies
greater ability to withstand such
pressure. And the Republican
Party was still fairly centrist in
its politics.

Public media has been especially
derided as being “too liberal” by
organizations such as the Herit-
age Foundation, the driving
force behind the controversial
Project 2025. But the atmosphere
has changed, Zeitchik states
bluntly. Donald Trump benefits
from having “attack-dog loyal-
ists at the highest levels of gov-
ernment.”

GPAC is seeking input and col-
laborators in addressing on how
the arts can address hate and
censorship. Anyone interested in
participating should click here.
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Ellison Starts Making His Mark

The new leadership at what is now
called Paramount, a Skydance
Corporation (and the owner of
two Pittsburgh TV stations) has
been really busy the last few
weeks.

Some of the
actions re-
flect CEO
David El-
lison’s com-
mitment to
new media
and technology. This includes hir-
ing Dane Glasgow for the newly
created position of Chief Product
Officer. The company’s announce-
ment says that Glasgow “will lead
the company's product vision and
strategy, driving innovation across
digital platforms, immersive story-
telling, advertising, and Al-
powered capabilities.” He was
most recently with Meta Plat-
forms, the parent company of Fa-
cebook.
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Other actions appear to reflect
Ellison’s conservative political
views. Among these is hiring at-
torney and lobbyist Makan
Delrahim as Chief Legal Officer.
He is a long-time Donald Trump
supporter who once worked in the
first Trump Administration.

And a recent policy change is
seen as CBS News capitulating
the current administration. That
decision is no longer to edit inter-
views conducted on the series
“Face the Nation.” It came after
complaints that an interview with
U.S. Homeland Security Secre-
tary Kristi Noem was modified to
focus on false statements she was
making.

Critics of the policy change in-
clude MediaPost’s Wayne Fried-
man: “Journalistic editing pro-
cesses can be subject to a broad
range of things, including when
facts, figures, statements are not

RON FRIEDMAN
(1932-2025)

part of the central part of the sto-
ry.” He adds: “It also can give gov-
ernment officials and others the
ability to grandstand and divulge
promotional things, further muddy-
ing independent journalists' efforts.
Accountability is then challenged.”

In addition, there have been reports
that Ellison is interested in adding
internet media company The Free
Press to the firm’s CBS News di-
vision. The Free Press was co-
founded in 2021 by Pittsburgh na-
tive Bari Weiss [her parents once
owned Weisshouse — ed.]. The
controversial Weiss has often been
difficult to peg, but she is generally
considered to be a neo-
conservative.

“The Pitt”
Is Tops

Set in (and partially filmed in)
Pittsburgh, the TV series “The
Pitt” swept this year’s Emmy
Awards --- including Best Drama
Series and Best Actor for star
Noah Wyle.

“Wyle richly deserved this year’s
Best Actor award,” comments
Adam Buckman for MediaPost.
“As a very experienced television
actor, he brings great authority to
the show in his role as the senior
attending physician in a Pitts-
burgh hospital emergency room.”

For a complete list of nominees
and winners, click here.
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See your vision.

Take your project from

IMAGINATION o Reality

From writing to wrap. with over 30 years of experience, The
Videohouse has a full menu of production services. Whether it's a la carte or the full
course production, The Videohouse works with customers to bring their vision to
screens small and large.

4K and beyond@ No matter how many K's there are tomorrow, we're always
exploring the latest technology and newest media. But we know it's more than just
fancy tech that makes a great product - that's why you'll find creative, hard-working
people dedicated to exceeding your expectations.

End-to-End Post & More Al Industries Served
Editing Sound Mixing Ad Agencies Motion Pictures
Animation Color Grading Broadcast Government
Design Conforming Corporate Higher Ed
Motion Graphics Compression Small Business Manufacturing
Website/Interactive Archiving Non-Profit Medical
Mobile Streaming Entrepreneurs Entertainment
Social Media Duplication Music Museums

the Videohouse

See your vision.

412.921.7577

www.thevideohouse.com


http://www.thevideohouse.com/
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Carnegie Library Gets Special Gift

The first edition of any literarily
significant book (i.e., part of the
original print run as confirmed by
the printer’s key) can be hard to
come by. Now, imagine receiving
more than 3,500 of them. That’s
the number recently received by
the Carnegie Library of Pitts-
burgh (CLP).

Marshall Cohen, founder of the
Greater Pittsburgh Festival of
Books, has donated his personal
collection to the CLP.

“This donation is a reflection of
my lifelong love of books and
authors,” explained Marshall
Cohen in a press =
release. “I believe {

deeply in the power

of reading to bring

people together, to

educate and to in- |
spire. I’'m proud to o
share this collection

with a city and library system
that nurtured my own love of
reading from a young age. In
these times especially, reading
and books are more critical than

Rogers Writers Unionize

The animation writers at Fred
Rogers Productions (FRP) will
now be represented by the Writ-
ers Guild of America East
(WGAE), the union has an-
nounced. This includes FRP’s
partner, Spiffy Pictures.

FredRogers

These companies’ writers will
now work under a 2024 agree-
ment made between WGAE and
the Public Broadcasting Service
(PBS). Spiffy Pictures was co-
founded in 2003 by puppeteer
David Rudman, who is best
known for his work of children’s
television series such as “Sesame
Street.”

“The agreement covers writing
work for animated programs over
5 minutes in length made for TV
and new media, with writers re-

www.pittsburghapplause.com

ceiving pension and health con-
tributions on top of script fees
and weekly salaries,” WGAE
explained in its announcement.

In other news, FRP and live en-
tertainment firm RWS Global
have announced a new immer-
sive exhibition based on the pop-
ular “Daniel Tiger’s Neighbor-
hood” animated series. The trav-
eling project is designed for zoos
“to educate young visitors in
playful ways and inspire wildlife
advocacy.”

M Channel
Pittsburgh
o

ever, and libraries are the core of
that. We truly need to make
America read again.”

The Greater Pittsburgh Festival of
Books (which is being rebranded
as PGH Book Fest) began in 2021
to celebrate the region’s rich liter-
ary history and to encourage
reading books.

Many of the books have been
signed by their authors. These
include Truman Capote, Arthur
Miller and Winston Churchill.

THE
PAPER
CEILING:

(noun): The invisible barrier that
comes at every turn for workers
without a bachelor’s degree.
no alumni netwo
orithms, d
ypes, and mispe

Learn more at ThePaperCeiling.org
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Bye, Bye ShowClix

As part of an effort to create a
unified image, Leap Event Tech-
nology has announced that it is
phasing out the ShowClix name.

Q

EVENT TECHNOLOGY

ShowClix was co-founded in
2007 by Joshua Dziabiak. He was
a mere 19 years old and had
grown up on a Beaver County
farm where the internet access
was simple dial-up. The company
began as an online event registra-
tion database before transforming
into a ticket retailer in 2011.
ShowClix was eventually pur-
chased by Patron Technology
(now called Leap Event Technol-

ogy).

The rebranding (which also in-

volves another division, Ticket-
booth) means ShowClix will be
known as Leap.

“This rebrand represents more
than just a name change. It’s
about unifying our incredible
technology and passionate teams
under one vision,” said Leap’s
Michael Marty in a press release.
“By bringing ShowClix and
Ticketbooth under the Leap um-
brella, we’re creating an unstop-
pable force that will revolution-
ize how organizers connect with
their attendees and transform
experiences.”

The company insists that “users
can rest assured that their event
operations will continue without
interruption.” At press time, it
was unclear if or how the local
staff will be affected.

PSO Hires
Daniels

Tim Daniels has been named as
the new Principal English Horn at
the Pittsburgh Symphony Or-
chestra (PSO).

Daniels holds
degrees from //A\\
the Oberlin

PITTSBURGH
Conservatory of
Music (part of SYMPHONY
Oberlin Col-  ORCHESTRA

lege), the Juil-

liard School and the San Fran-
cisco Conservatory of Music. He
has most recently performed with
the Fort Worth Symphony Or-
chestra.

“Tim is a special musician whose
warmth of sound and depth of
expression will immediately be
felt within our orchestra and by
our audiences,” said PSO Music
Director Manfred Honeck in a
press release. “I am delighted to
welcome him to the PSO family.”

Daniels begins with the PSO this
month.

The Pittsburgh A&E Book

The Creative Professionals’ Source For
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The Plttsburgh Banjo Club
is proud to be part of the North Side

Join us at our weekly rehearsal.
"T'he admission is free and the atmosphere is lively as the audience sings along.

400 Cedar Avenue
(Next to Giant Eagle)
Call 412-321-1834
for Group Reservations

Every Wednesday

8 PM
"ThePittsburghBanjoClub.com
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Public Art
News

Interesting local public art pro-
jects are moving forward, Shift-
works Community, has an-
nounced.

SHIFRWORKS

Pittsburgh-based artist Kim Beck
has been selected by the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Transpor-
tation (PennDOT) for an inter-
change improvement project. The
area’s rich history of quilting is
inspiring the work she is creating,
which will include simple shapes
and silhouettes of local plant and
animal life.

Meanwhile, Shiftworks is seeking
public input on another develop-
ing project. That project has local
artist Marsha Rollinger creating a
piece for Pittsburgh Regional
Transit (PRT). The work she de-
signs will be showcased on part
of PRT’s 7.1-mile University
Line. Anyone interested in ex-
pressing an opinion is welcome to
click here.

Bursic Gets
$5K Grant

Local filmmaker Hansen Bursic
has won a $5,000 grant, reports
Matthew Carey for Deadline.

The grant comes from New-
Filmmakers Los Angeles
(NFMLA) which champions
emerging and independent
filmmakers and storytellers.
Buric has residences in both
Pittsburgh and LA.

Buric has won multiple awards,
particularly for his documentary
work regarding the transgender
community. “In this moment, we
need films that are bold and una-
pologetic in their mission to up-
lift the trans community,” he is
quoted by Carey.

Learn more about NFMLA by
visiting the organization’s web
site.

Nolan Heads
DGA

British American filmmaker Sir
Christopher Nolan has been elect-
ed president of the Directors
Guild of

America Q,\\\LU 0/
(DGA), the N -
union has an- :E: =
nounced. &/& ‘ ' .5
Nolan is no DEeA

stranger to Pittsburgh, having shot
parts of his “Batman” trilogy of
films here.

“To be elected President of the
Directors Guild of America is one
of the greatest honors of my ca-
reer,” said Nolan in a press re-
lease. “Our industry is experienc-
ing tremendous change, and I
thank the Guild’s membership for
entrusting me with this responsi-
bility. I also want to thank Presi-
dent Glatter for her leadership
over the past four years. I look
forward to collaborating with her
and the newly elected Board to
achieve important creative and
economic protections for our
members.”

Nolan will serve a two-year term.
The union has posted its new list
of officers and board members
here.

p.inkedﬂ

www.pittsburghapplause.com www.pittsburghaebook.com



https://www.idealcities.com/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/penndot/projects-near-you/district-11-projects/route-22-i-376-interchange-project
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/penndot/projects-near-you/district-11-projects/route-22-i-376-interchange-project
https://equinoxart.com/about/
https://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/phad-projects/percent-art-university-line
https://hansen.bursic.com/
https://deadline.com/2025/09/newfilmmakers-los-angeles-2025-newnarratives-grant-winners-1236503705/
https://deadline.com/2025/09/newfilmmakers-los-angeles-2025-newnarratives-grant-winners-1236503705/
https://www.newfilmmakersla.com/
https://www.newfilmmakersla.com/
https://www.dga.org/news/pressreleases/2025/250920_christophernolanelecteddgapresident_nationalboardandofficerschosen
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902

Pittsburgh Applause

Pittsburgh Applause

Astin Elected
Union Chief

Sean Astin has been elected presi-
dent of SAG-AFTRA, the union
has announced.

SAG-AFTRA

Born in 1971, the actor is best
known for the 1985 film “The
Goonies” and the “Lord of the
Rings” trilogy (2001-2003). He is
the son of actress Patty Duke
(1946-2016) and music promoter
Michael Tell (1944-2025) and
stepson of actor/director John
Astin (born 1930). Duke served as
SAG president in the 1980s.

“I am thrilled that the members
have allowed me to lead our sto-
ried organization out of this chal-
lenging moment and into a future
defined by confidence, progress
and fierce advocacy,” Austin said
in a press release.

The official election results can be
read here.

In other news, the union has an-
nounced the formal launch a new
distribution fund to benefit per-
formers of made-for-streaming
shows. Here are the details.

M Channel
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Join our group on
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The Tizzy Over Tilly

Artificial intelligence (Al) was a
major issue during the joint 2023
actors and writers strikes. Now
those concerns have reached a
new level with the arrival of

Tilly Norwood.

Tilly is an actress who doesn’t
exist. She is an Al-generated
character created by Dutch ac-
tress/producer Eline Van der
Velden. Despite her unreal sta-
tus, there appear to be talent
agencies considering represent-
ing “her.”

The reactions by flesh & blood
performers have been swift and
fierce. Actress Melissa Barrera
posted online: “Hope all actors
repped by the agent that does
this, drop their a$$.”

“Good Lord, we’re screwed,”
actress Emily Blunt told Varie-
ty’s Clayton Davis. “That is real-
ly, really scary, Come on, [talent]
agencies, don’t do that. Please
stop. Please stop taking away our
human connection.”

Performers union SAG-AFTRA
released a statement on Septem-
ber 30: “signatory producers
should be aware that they may
not use synthetic performers
without complying with our con-
tractual obligations, which re-
quire notice and bargaining
whenever a synthetic performer
is going to be used.”

Meanwhile, Meta Platforms ---
the parent company of Facebook
--- has launched a new political
action committee (PAC) to re-
spond to attempts at government
regulations concerning Al.

The emotional documentary “Just Kids” is among the films being
screened as part of this year’s Reel Q.

www.pittsburghapplause.com www.pittsburghaebook.com
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When your show matters, choose the company that V I N C E N T

professionals trust. Choose Vincent Lighting Systems. LIGHTING SYSTEMS

Shows . Parties . Meetings . Weddings . Theater . Film & Video Shoots

Production Services * Rentals ° Sales * Service

“Vincent Lighting outdid themselves “I'am truly thankful for “I'have received tons of

by creating this jaw-dropping lighting Vincent Lighting Systems compliments on how cool

design ... the lighting just completely and their wonderful the stage looked. Your crew

transforms the space.” customer service team!” was extremely easy to work
with, and they were very
professional and got the
job done!”

412.788.5250 &R vls.com ‘ vincentlighting
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NEP Buys Arab Company

Pittsburgh-based media company
NEP Group has announced the
purchase of Dubai-based broad-
cast firm Seven Production.

%\ep

Seven Production was launched
in 2007 and specializes in live
sports, televised concerts, award
shows and reality TV. The com-
pany also has facilities in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
Republic of Lebanon.

“For NEP, this is an exciting ex-
pansion in a high-growth market
that taps into Seven Production’s
deep experience and knowledge,”
CEO Martin Stewart says in a
press release. “This partnership
marks a significant investment for
us in the Middle East, allowing us
to deepen and expand our support
for broadcasters, leagues,
rightsholders, and producers who
need a trusted partner equipped to
meet their demands.”

Seven’s clients include LIV Golf,
which is financed by the Saudi’s
sovereign wealth fund. Terms of
the deal have not been disclosed.

Schell Games @ Tech Events

Two leaders of Pittsburgh-based
Schell Games are scheduled to
speak at prestigious events.

Founder and
CEO Jesse
Schell will be '
delivering one E
of the keynote |
speeches when

the annual
Symposium on Computer-Human
Interaction in Play (CHI PLAY)
comes to Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity this month. CHI PLAY is
a program of the Associated for
Computing Machinery (ACM),
which brings together computing
educators, researchers and other
computer professionals.

www.pittsburghapplause.com

Schell will be talking about the
way new technologies, especially
artificial intelligence and robot-
ics, will change the world of
gaming.

Next month, Schell’s John Pile
will be traveling to the Kingdom
of Spain for the Unite 2025 con-
ference. This is a program of
game software firm Unity Tech-
nologies that brings together
game developers, artists and oth-
ers from around the world. Pile
will be speaking on the subject of
mixed party reality games.

I'LL BE
SEEING YOU

GetVaccineAnswers.org |]]]
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Opportunities

Part-time on-air personalities are being sought by Audacy for its local radio stations. Click here.

Applications are being accepted by the Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council for the next round of Creative Entrepre-
neur Accelerator grant. Click here.

The nonprofit improv stage Arcade Comedy Theater is seeking an executive director. This is a part-time position.
Click here.

WPXI-TV, part of Cox Media Group, has an opening in advertising sales. Click here.

With its 50" birthday less than two years away, the Mattress Factory is actively looking for a new artistic direc-
tor. Click here.

Positions in the areas of sales and operation are open at the Pittsburgh Opera. Click here.

caSTNG CASTING CALLS
AMERICA

®.9

MOVIE /V\ CASTING

PCH

SAG-AFTH

CURRENT
DO NOT WORK LIST

CURRENT DO NOT WORK LIST


https://actorsequity.org/resources/DoNotWork/
https://www.sagaftra.org/news-events/do-not-work-notices
http://www.movieextraspittsburgh.com/home.html
https://pittsburghcasting.com/
https://careers-audacy.icims.com/jobs/search?searchKeyword=pittsburgh&ss=1&mobile=false&width=1266&height=500&bga=true&needsRedirect=false&jan1offset=-300&jun1offset=-240
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/blog/2000-grants-available-creative-entrepreneurs-allegheny-beaver-greene-washington-counties
https://www.arcadecomedytheater.com/work-at-the-arcade/
https://careers.cmg.com/job/Pittsburgh-Account-Executive-WPXI-TV-Pittsburgh-PA-15214/1310296900/
https://the-mattress-factory.careerplug.com/jobs/3059004/apps/new
https://pittsburghopera.org/our-team/employment-internships

pittsburgh

applause!

rts & entertainment newsletter

Across

1. The basement facility for 19-Across
5. Batman or Superman, e.g.

9. Cool abode up north

10. Smart teen in “Call Me by Your Name”
11. Actress Thompson, to pals

12. Equine TV star

13. Oui or si

14. Rosalind Russel role

15. Pretty crown

19. Batty member of 32-Across

22. Nickname for Arnaz Jr.?

25. Computer person, initially

26. Nasty rodent

27. Saliva from the mouth

29. Corn cob, e.g.

30. Common literary device

31. Done

32. Silly spooky 1964 TV series family

Last Month’s Solution
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Down

1. Matriarch of 32-Across

2. A Death in the Family author
3. Explosion

4. Pass it and get $200

5. Patriarch of 32-Across

6. Robt.

7. Eliminate

8. Disappointing tied score

12.
14.
16.
17.
18.
20.
21.
23.
24.
28.

29.

French journalist and politician

Loveliest member of 32-Across

Nobel Prize parody

Social media is filled with them

The little rascal of 32-Across

Pilot a motorcar

It follows news or precedes maché

It means to be human

Camera lens action

Religious school in Bourbonnais,
[linois (initially)

Marijuana, to a hippie



